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Abstract:- 

The tribes of Chhattisgarh, a state in central India, are a colourful tapestry of native 

cultures, customs, and ways of life. These tribal people, which are dispersed across the 

region's lush woods and steep terrain, have a strong connection with nature and are an 

essential component of Chhattisgarh's rich legacy. The Gond tribe is one of Chhattisgarh's 

most well-known tribal communities and is renowned for its unique art, music, and 

dancing styles. Their paintings are recognized for their complex patterns and vivid 

colours, often including themes from nature and everyday life. On the other side, the Baiga 

tribe is renowned for their thorough understanding of herbal medicine and their peaceful 

living with the woods. Another important tribal tribe is the Oraon, who mostly engage in 

agriculture and enthusiastically observe festivals. They have a strong oral heritage and a 

distinct storytelling style. The Bison dance, done on certain occasions to elicit blessings 

from their divinity, is a trademark of the Bison Horn Maria tribe, which is mostly located 

in the Bastararea. Close-knit villages are the centre of tribal life in Chhattisgarh, and its 

social structure is interlaced with centuries-old traditions and practices. These tribes 

continue to protect their distinctive identities and cultural heritage despite the difficulties 

brought on by industrialization and development, striking a careful balance between 

tradition and advancement. The government and several groups has realized how critical 

it is to conserve these indigenous populations' rights, territory, and traditional traditions 

while also preserving and advancing their interests. As Chhattisgarh develops, the tribes 

continue to be an essential component of the state's character, adding to its cultural 

richness and strengthening its social fabric with their customs and knowledge. 
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Introduction:- 

The tribal groups of Chhattisgarh, located in central India, are a diverse mosaic of native 

traditions that have endured for many years. These groups are an essential component of 

the state's complex social fabric, occupying the beautiful woods, undulating hills, and rich 

plains of the area. Studying these tribal cultures is crucial because they not only add to 

Chhattisgarh's distinctive character but also provide important information on the 

preservation of indigenous knowledge, sustainable living methods, and coexistence of 

people with their natural surroundings. In Chhattisgarh, there are several different tribal 

communities, each of which has its own unique traditions, dialects, cultural expressions, 

and spiritual beliefs. A few examples are the Gond tribe, which is renowned for its 

exquisite paintings, the Baiga tribe, which has extensive knowledge of natural medicine, 
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the Oraon tribe, which is skilled in agriculture, and the Bison Horn Maria tribe, which is 

famed for its captivating Bison dance. These indigenous tribes have a close connection 

with the area they live on, and this has tremendously shaped how they live.  

The importance of researching these tribal civilizations goes beyond Chhattisgarh's 

borders. Indigenous cultures in a society that is quickly globalizing run the danger of 

eroding or dying out. A roadmap for building better harmony between people and the 

environment, addressing issues like climate change, biodiversity loss, and the 

preservation of traditional knowledge, may be found in understanding their customs, 

traditions, and sustainable practices. The goal of this study is to explore the complex web 

of tribal groups in Chhattisgarh. It will examine their great cultural diversity, the 

difficulties they face in the contemporary world, and the steps made by the government 

and other groups to safeguard their rights and cultural legacy. Additionally, it will stress 

how crucial it is to respect and preserve these many traditions for the benefit of not just 

Chhattisgarh but also of the larger world society. Readers will have a better 

understanding of the crucial role that tribal tribes play in determining the identity and 

sustainability of Chhattisgarh and, therefore, the rest of the globe by the conclusion of this 

essay. 

Rationale of the study:-  

The tribes of Chhattisgarh, a state in central India, are a colourful tapestry of native 

cultures, customs, and ways of life. These tribal people, which are dispersed across the 

region's lush woods and steep terrain, have a strong connection with nature and are an 

essential component of Chhattisgarh's rich legacy.TheGond tribe is one of Chhattisgarh's 

most well-known tribal communities and is renowned for its unique art, music, and 

dancing styles. Their paintings are recognized for their complex patterns and vivid 

colours, often including themes from nature and everyday life. On the other side, the Baiga 

tribe is renowned for their thorough understanding of herbal medicine and their peaceful 

living with the woods. Another important tribal tribe is the Oraon, who mostly engage in 

agriculture and enthusiastically observe festivals. They have a strong oral heritage and a 

distinct storytelling style. The Bison dance, done on certain occasions to elicit blessings 

from their divinity, is a trademark of the Bison Horn Maria tribe, which is mostly located 

in the Bastararea. Close-knit villages are the centre of tribal life in Chhattisgarh, and its 

social structure is interlaced with centuries-old traditions and practices. These tribes 

continue to protect their distinctive identities and cultural heritage despite the difficulties 

brought on by industrialization and development, striking a careful balance between 

tradition and advancement. The government and several groups has realized how critical 

it is to conserve these indigenous populations' rights, territory, and traditional traditions 

while also preserving and advancing their interests. As Chhattisgarh develops, the tribes 

continue to be an essential component of the state's character, adding to its cultural 

richness and strengthening its social fabric with their customs and knowledge. 

Objective of the study:-  



 

3980 | Indrajit Mandal                                                            Tribes Of Chhattisgarh: A Review 

Objectives of the study Main objectives of the study are illustrated below:  

• To understand current situation of tribes in Chhattisgarh. 

• To analyse cultural practices and traditions of tribes in Chhattisgarh. 

• To analyse economic and social activities of tribal people in Chhattisgarh.  

Methodology:-  

Selection of proper methodological aspect helps researchers to conduct the research in a 

systematic and logical way. Planning of research is also highlighted authentically with the 

involvement of proper methodology (Newman and Gough 2020). Deductive research 

approach has been selected in this study that helps to deduct unnecessary information 

regarding tribes in Chhattisgarh. Economic and social aspects of tribes are also justified 

successfully in this study through deductive approach. Descriptive research design has 

bene selected for this study. Secondary data and qualitative data analysis technique are 

used here to collect all essential information regarding tribes in Chhattisgarh. Different 

literature and sources are used to collect information about this selected topic.  

Geographical settings:- 

The history of the tribal tribes of Chhattisgarh is a tapestry made from interactions with 

outside influences, migratory patterns, and ancient roots. The histories of these 

indigenous people go back thousands of years. 

Tribal people of Chhattisgarh have their roots in ancient periods, when they lived in the 

region's lush forests and rich plains. Over many years of separation from the rest of 

civilization, these tribes—including the Gonds, Baigas, and others—developed distinctive 

cultures and languages. 

The tribal groups of Chhattisgarh's demographic landscape were significantly shaped 

through migration. It's thought that some of these tribes originated in Central India and 

perhaps certain regions of modern-day Madhya Pradesh. For instance, it is believed that 

the Baiga tribe moved to the area from the eastern Himalayas. 

Tribal tribes in Chhattisgarh have interacted with outside influences throughout their 

history, often leading to a fusion of cultures. The Maurya, Satavahana, and Gupta 

dynasties, as well as other nearby kingdoms and empires, were the main subjects of these 

exchanges. Trade routes that passed through the area allowed for cultural exchanges, 

bringing with them new concepts, inventions, and religions. 

The introduction of Buddhism was one of the most important outside effects on the tribal 

populations of Chhattisgarh. During the era of Emperor Ashoka, the area served as a 

significant hub for Buddhist activity. Buddhism's long-lasting influence on tribal societies 

is seen in the artwork and architectural relics from that time period as it expanded. 

Hinduism began to have an impact throughout the medieval era when Chhattisgarh joined 

numerous local kingdoms and empires. Hindu rituals and beliefs were eventually 
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assimilated by the tribal people, creating a distinctive syncretism that combined Hindu 

and native traditions. Today, a lot of tribal celebrations and ceremonies still have a 

syncretic feel to them. 

The advent of governmental systems and ideas about land ownership during the British 

colonial period dramatically altered the tribal people' traditional way of existence. These 

indigenous tribes had to manage the intricacies of modernity and development, which 

had ramifications for the fight for independence and subsequent nation-building efforts. 

Conclusion: The history of tribal tribes in Chhattisgarh is a complex tale that reflects their 

prehistoric ancestry, patterns of migration, and interactions with outside forces (Premi et 

al. 2021). These communities have developed continuously, keeping their rich cultural 

legacy and conventional knowledge systems while adjusting to the present. 

Understanding this historical context is crucial for appreciating how resilient and alive 

the tribal cultures of Chhattisgarh are today. 

Location Map of Chhattisgarh:- 

 

Figure 1: Location map of Chhattisgarh 

(Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/chhattisgarh/) 

Total area of Chhattisgarh is almost 192000 square kilometres. Latitudinal expanses of 

this state are almost 17 degree 46’ north and 20 degree 05’ north. From this longitudinal 

expanse of this state is 80 degree 15’ east to 84 degree 20’ east.  

Data Analysis:-  

Chhattisgarh's Tribal Diversity 

The state of Chhattisgarh, which lies in the centre of India, is well known for its astounding 

variety of geography and culture. The state's terrain includes everything from flowing 
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rivers to rocky plateaus, as well as dense woods, undulating hills, and fertile plains. 

Numerous indigenous populations, each with its own distinctive traditions, languages, 

and way of life, may call this varied territory home. Chhattisgarh's tribal inhabitants are 

fundamental to the state's identity. They make up a large section of the population and 

have a considerable impact on the country's cultural fabric. These indigenous tribes have 

coexisted peacefully with nature for many centuries, and their strong links to the land are 

evidence of their environmentally conscious ways of living. 

 

Figure 2: Tribal Diversity of Chhattisgarh 

(Source:VARODA et al.2020) 

The Gond, Baiga, Oraon, and Bison Horn Maria tribes are just a few of the notable tribal 

groups that call this state home. For instance, the Gond tribe is renowned for its wonderful 

artistic creations, especially the Gond paintings that decorate residences and galleries all 

over the globe. These detailed pieces of art often include images from nature and 

everyday life, demonstrating the tribe's profound respect for the natural world. On the 

other hand, the Baiga tribe is recognized for having a thorough understanding of herbal 

medicine. They have carried down their profound knowledge of the therapeutic virtues 

of the indigenous flora down the years (Ahirwar and Ahirwar, 2021). This information is 

priceless in the field of complementary medicine, not just for the tribe but also for society 

at large. The Oraon tribe is distinguished for its ability in agriculture and mostly engages 

in that industry. They have a strong oral storytelling history and enthusiastically celebrate 

festivals, which are ways of passing along their cultural legacy. Their particular way of 

existence is much entwined with the cycles of the earth. 

The Bastar area is home to the Bison Horn Maria tribe, which is distinguished by their 

hypnotic bison dance. This tribal dance style is a visual extravaganza that has dancers 

playing out the actions and demeanours of the bison while wearing headgear made of 

bison horns. It is carried out on important days and is said to elicit blessings from their 

god. Chhattisgarh's tribal variety contributes to the state's cultural vitality and traditional 
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knowledge systems, among other things. It also emphasizes how crucial it is to save these 

neighbourhoods and their cultural history. The tribal communities of Chhattisgarh 

continue to survive despite the obstacles provided by industrialization and development, 

striking a precarious balance between tradition and advancement. Their existence is 

evidence of the indigenous cultures' ongoing adaptability to change, and their 

contributions to the state's cultural melting pot are priceless. 

Tribal Demographics 

Chhattisgarh's population is mostly made up of tribal groups, which adds to the state's 

cultural richness and legacy. Their location, density, and demographic patterns provide 

clues about their historical development and social presence. 

The tribal groups of Chhattisgarh are spread out throughout the state's many 

geographical areas, with the Bastar division in the south of the state having the highest 

concentration. The bulk of Chhattisgarh's tribal people reside in this area, which is 

marked by its thick woods and mountainous terrain. There are tribal groups in a number 

of other districts outside Bastar, such as Surguja, Koriya, and Jashpur in the state's north 

and Raigarh and Jashpur in the centre. 

The Gond tribe stands out as one of the most notable of Chhattisgarh's main tribal 

groupings. They are dispersed across the state and are noted for their particular artistic 

creations, such as the well-known Gond paintings. With a specialty in herbal treatment, 

the Baiga tribe is mostly found in the central and northern areas. Chhattisgarh is home to 

the Oraon tribe, who is renowned for its agricultural prowess. The Bastar area is where 

the Bison Horn Maria tribe is mostly found. 

 

Figure 3: Tribal Demographics in Chhattisgarh 

(Source: Baise et al.2020) 

In Chhattisgarh, there have been significant changes in the tribal population throughout 

time. The increase in the total tribal population has been a notable trend. Higher birth 

rates and longer life expectancies have been seen in tribal groups as a result of factors like 

better healthcare, more educational opportunity, and enhanced agricultural production. 

Government programs designed to enhance the welfare and development of indigenous 

inhabitants have also contributed to this rise. 
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However, there have also been difficulties brought on by these developments. In tribal 

communities, the rise of development and infrastructure projects has resulted in 

evictions and disruptions to traditional livelihoods. Within indigenous groups, this has 

sometimes led to socioeconomic inequities (Buha and Acharya 2020). It is very difficult 

to ensure that all tribal groups get the positive effects of progress while maintaining their 

distinct cultural identities. 

In conclusion, Chhattisgarh's tribal demographics reveal a varied and dynamic population 

dispersed throughout the state's numerous areas. The Gonds, Baigas, Oraons, and Bison 

Horn Marias are among the prominent tribal groups that have contributed to the state's 

rich cultural legacy. There is a continuing need for balanced development that respects 

and protects the cultural and traditional identities of these indigenous groups, even if the 

tribal population has increased and living circumstances have improved. 

Tribal Languages and Dialects 

The tribal people of Chhattisgarh are different not just in terms of their cultural practices 

but also in terms of the languages and dialects they use. These communities' rich cultural 

legacy and distinctive geographical identities are reflected in the variety of their language 

expression. 

The diversity of tribal languages in Chhattisgarh is one noteworthy feature. The Gonds, 

Baigas, Oraons, and Bison Horn Marias, for example, each have their unique language or 

dialect. These languages are often written in their own scripts or are transmitted orally 

from generation to generation. Language complexity is further increased by the diversity 

of dialects found within the Gondi language, which is spoken by the Gond tribe. 

The preservation of these indigenous languages is crucial because they serve as archives 

for historical accounts, cultural practices, and traditional knowledge. These languages 

often include a lot of knowledge about the regional flora, wildlife, and conventional 

medical practices, all of which are essential for the long-term survival of tribal societies. 

Furthermore, the tribal identity and way of life are inextricably related to these languages. 

Tribe Language 

Spoken 

Main 

Occupation 

Key Characteristics 

Gond Gondi Agriculture, Art Known for Gond paintings; rich 

in folklore and traditions 
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Baiga Baiga Herbal Medicine Profound knowledge of 

medicinal plants; traditional 

healers 

Oraon Kurukh Agriculture Skilled agriculturists; vibrant 

festivals and rituals 

Bison Horn 

Maria 

Maria Bison Dance Known for the mesmerizing 

Bison dance; unique customs 

Dhurvaa Dhurvaa Agriculture, 

Crafts 

Skilled artisans; traditional 

craftsmanship 

Korwa Korwa Agriculture, 

Labor 

Practitioners of shifting 

cultivation; close-knit 

communities 

Pando Pando Agriculture, 

Labor 

Known for the Pando style of 

agriculture; social rituals 

Kamar Kamar Agriculture, 

Labor 

Primarily agricultural; unique 

marriage customs 

Table 1: Major Tribes of Chhattisgarh 

(Source: Vermaet al.2021, p-89) 

Tribal societies use language as a potent indicator of cultural identity. It represents their 

distinct worldviews, assumptions, and principles. Speaking one's tribal tongue is an 

expression of one's membership in a specific group with a common history and tradition 
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as well as a way of communication. Many tribal people take great delight in using their 

own language since it represents their unique cultural identity. 

The contemporary period presents a number of difficulties for tribal language 

maintenance. Younger generations often utilize less indigenous languages as a result of 

globalization, urbanization, and the impact of mainstream languages. As a consequence, 

if coordinated efforts are not undertaken to record, revive, and promote these languages, 

they run the danger of disappearing. 

Governmental and non-governmental groups have started a number of initiatives to aid 

in language documentation, teaching, and revitalization activities because they 

understand how important it is to preserve tribal languages. These programs are 

designed to provide indigenous groups the capacity to preserve their linguistic heritage 

while adjusting to a changing environment. 

Finally, Chhattisgarh's tribal populations' linguistic variety is evidence of the state's 

diverse cultural heritage (Dhanjal and Sharma 2021). In order to protect traditional 

knowledge, cultural identity, and the distinctive legacy of these people, it is essential to 

preserve these indigenous languages. The survival and resilience of Chhattisgarh's tribal 

cultures depend heavily on initiatives to promote and revive these languages. 

Cultural Practices and Traditions 

The tribal people of Chhattisgarh have a rich tapestry of cultural practices and traditions 

that include rituals, ceremonies, festivals, indigenous arts and crafts, kinship systems, and 

social structures. These customs have their own distinct histories, ideologies, and tight 

ties to nature at their core. 

Tribal societies put a strong emphasis on rituals, ceremonies, and festivals. They 

commemorate important life events and are often connected to agricultural cycles and 

seasonal changes. With tremendous zeal, these rites are carried out and are distinguished 

by music, dancing, and ornate de cor. For instance, the Bison Horn Maria tribe performs 

the bison dance to request blessings from their divinity on significant occasions. Similar 

to this, the Gonds have a long history of honoring nature and the spirits at festivals like 

Karma and Hareli with vibrant dances and music. 

Another distinguishing feature of the tribal cultures of Chhattisgarh is traditional art and 

handicraft. Particularly the Gonds are well known for their complex paintings. These 

works of art often include images from nature, tribal life, and mythology, highlighting the 

tribe's close relationship with their surroundings. Other tribes use arts like weaving, 

ceramics, and woodcarving to produce stunning handiwork that showcases their 

inventiveness and cultural meaning. 

In tribal communities, kinship systems are vital for forming social structures and 

interactions. In these groups, extended families, clans, or lineages often have close links. 

Members of the community cooperate to help one another in a variety of facets of life, 

from agriculture to social festivities, demonstrating how deeply embedded the ideas of 
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community and collective responsibility are (Damoret al.2021). Elders are respected for 

their position of power and are highly regarded for their knowledge. 

In tribal groups, social systems are often egalitarian and decisions are frequently reached 

by agreement. Village councils or councils of elders are essential for settling conflicts and 

reaching significant decisions that affect the whole community. For the community to 

remain peaceful and fair, these institutions are necessary. 

Additionally, indigenous societies' traditional traditions prominently include the value of 

nature and the environment. Their rites and rituals often reference the seasons and other 

natural phenomena. These customs serve as a reminder of the symbiotic interaction 

between people and environment in addition to demonstrating their great love for the 

land. 

The preservation of these cultural customs and traditions faces difficulties as 

Chhattisgarh develops and modernizes. Younger generations may sometimes abandon 

old customs as a result of changes in lifestyle, education, and exposure to outside 

influences. To preserve and advance their cultural legacy, the government, NGOs, and the 

indigenous tribes themselves are making an effort. To guarantee the continuation and 

vitality of the tribal cultures of Chhattisgarh, many tactics are used, including cultural 

festivals, the recording of traditional knowledge, and educational activities. 

In conclusion, Chhattisgarh's tribal people' cultural practices and customs are evidence of 

their close relationships to nature, rich creative legacy, and solid social ties. These 

customs serve as both a foundation for identity and a method of knowledge and value 

transmission from one generation to the next. For the state to retain its cultural variety 

and richness, efforts must be made to preserve and honor these traditions. 

Economic Activities 

The economic activities of the tribal tribes of Chhattisgarh have been closely linked to 

their traditional means of subsistence and vocations throughout time, changing as a result 

of possibilities and difficulties presented by interactions with contemporary economic 

systems. 

Many tribal groups in Chhattisgarh have always relied on agriculture as their main source 

of income. They engage in subsistence farming, raising a variety of vegetables as well as 

rice, millets, pulses, and other crops. In particular, the Oraon tribe is renowned for its 

agricultural know-how and environmentally friendly farming practices, such as crop 

rotation and organic farming techniques. 

For many indigenous tribes, livelihoods based on the forest have been essential in 

addition to agriculture. These communities collect non-timber forest products (NTFPs), 

such herbs, fruits, nuts, and resins, to meet their daily needs as well as to sell at local 

markets or participate in government programs. With their extensive understanding of 

herbal medicine, the Baiga tribe often goes plant-collecting. 
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Traditional crafts and artistic expressions are also important sources of income for 

certain native groups. For instance, the Gonds are renowned for their exquisite artwork, 

which includes the well-known Gond paintings that have attracted both domestic and 

foreign fame. For Gond artists, selling these pieces of art is an extra source of income. 

Tribal economies have changed throughout time as a result of a variety of variables, 

including as governmental policy, urbanization, and educational access. Infrastructure 

growth and modernization have boosted communication with established economic 

systems. This has created new possibilities but also presented difficulties for 

conventional livelihoods. 

One notable development is the gradual transition in certain regions from subsistence 

agriculture to cash crops and commercial farming. A more diverse foundation of 

livelihoods has also resulted from government programs to support tribal welfare, 

education, and healthcare, while some members of tribal communities have chosen non-

agricultural work possibilities in metropolitan areas. 

Tribal cultures have been exposed to wage work, entrepreneurship, and formal 

employment via interaction with contemporary economic systems. Both favorable and 

unfavorable effects have resulted from this, including increased financial prospects but 

also the possibility of exploitation and cultural changes. Some indigenous members have 

started companies in the hospitality, handicrafts, and tourist industries. 

In conclusion, tribal economies in Chhattisgarh have developed through time while 

staying connected to traditional livelihoods. Modern economic systems have presented 

both possibilities and difficulties (Zothansanga, 2021). To maintain the economic security 

of future generations while keeping their distinctive cultural identities, these 

communities must delicately balance conserving traditional traditions and sustainable 

resource management with embracing new economic possibilities. 

Government Policies and Tribal Welfare 

Recognizing the distinctive cultural legacy of tribal tribes and addressing the 

socioeconomic difficulties they confront, the Chhattisgarh government has implemented 

a number of programs and policies to promote the welfare and development of these 

people. These initiatives are a part of a larger initiative to support fairness, inclusion, and 

sustainable development. 

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act of 2006 (FRA) is one of the important measures for tribal development. The 

purpose of this act is to recognize and protect tribal and forest-dwelling populations' 

rights to their land and forests. Communities may get legal recognition of their customary 

rights to forest resources under the FRA, giving them the capacity to defend their lands 

and means of subsistence. 
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Figure 4: Tribal Welfare Scheme 

(Source: Mukherjeeet al.2021) 

The government has also started a number of tribal welfare programs and initiatives. 

These consist of: 

The PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act gives local tribal people in 

Scheduled Areas the authority to manage their resources and participate in local decision-

making, ensuring that development initiatives are in line with their objectives and needs. 

These schools were founded in tribal territories to give high-quality instruction and close 

the achievement gap by giving tribe children free education, boarding, and 

accommodation. 

Integrated Tribal Development programs: Through initiatives in agriculture, healthcare, 

education, and livelihood development, these programs aim to improve the 

socioeconomic circumstances of tribal populations (Pandey et al.2021). 

By creating Van DhanKendras, where tribal gatherers may process and sell their goods, 

the Van DhanYojana program attempts to encourage tribal entrepreneurship. 

Livelihood development Programs: Several livelihood development programs, including 

initiatives relating to agriculture, horticulture, and animal husbandry, are put into place 

to improve the income and economic prospects for tribal populations. 

Healthcare Initiatives: To increase access to high-quality healthcare in tribal regions and 

address maternal and child health problems as well as health inequities, the government 

has implemented a number of healthcare initiatives (Mondal et al.2021). 

Cultural Preservation Initiatives: Through cultural festivals, documentation, and 

awareness campaigns, efforts are made to conserve and promote tribal cultures, 

languages, and traditional knowledge. 

Tribal welfare programs are difficult to execute effectively, despite these attempts. Some 

of these difficulties include red tape, indigenous populations' ignorance of their rights and 

entitlements, and problems with land acquisition and eviction. It is still difficult to 
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guarantee that the advantages of these programs are received by the intended recipients 

and that indigenous people actively participate in decision-making. 

Additionally, preserving indigenous people' cultural identities and traditional knowledge 

systems calls for a comprehensive strategy that covers all of their demands, including 

economic and infrastructure ones. The ability of indigenous groups to actively engage in 

the design and execution of development initiatives that directly impact their lives must 

be strengthened. 

In summary, Chhattisgarh's government policies and programs for tribal welfare are 

intended to reduce socioeconomic inequalities and safeguard the rich cultural legacy of 

tribal groups. Even if there has been progress, more work has to be done to address 

implementation obstacles and guarantee that these policies help indigenous groups in the 

state achieve holistic development and empowerment. 

Cultural Revival and Preservation Efforts 

The rich legacy of tribal groups has been protected and celebrated thanks to 

Chhattisgarh's efforts at cultural revival and preservation. The creation of cultural centres 

and museums, as well as the involvement of NGOs and community-based groups, are all 

part of these projects, which have produced some significant success stories in the 

preservation of tribal traditions. 

Tribal Cultural Centers and Museums: Tribal Cultural Centers and Museums have been 

instrumental in conserving and recording the many cultural traditions of Chhattisgarh's 

tribal groups. These establishments display tribal artwork, artifacts, and historical items, 

giving residents and visitors a chance to learn about the distinctive history of these 

indigenous tribes. For instance, the State Museum in Raipur has a noteworthy collection 

of tribal art, textiles, and crafts that sheds light on the region's diverse cultural heritage 

(Mukherjeeet al.2021). These institutions play a key role in the advancement of tribal 

cultures via study, instruction, and promotion. 

Community-based organizations and NGOs: 

Community-based organizations (CBOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

have been instrumental in advancing grassroots cultural preservation initiatives. To 

record customs, oral histories, and languages, they collaborate closely with native people. 

In order to enable tribal people and communities to protect and promote their cultural 

heritage, these organizations often assist capacity-building projects by giving them 

training and resources. Through exhibits, seminars, and awareness campaigns, NGOs like 

the Chhattisgarh Adivasi Kala EvamSanskritiParishad have aggressively promoted tribal 

art and culture. 

Success Stories in Cultural Preservation: The resurgence of traditional tribal art forms is 

one notable example of a cultural preservation success story. The Gond paintings, which 

have attracted attention on a global scale, are a prime example. In addition to being 

conserved thanks to the work of artists, NGOs, and government organizations, many 
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indigenous artists are now able to support themselves via their art. These paintings are 

now not only shown all over the world but are also sold, giving indigenous tribes a way to 

make money. 

Tribal language preservation is another example of achievement. In order to preserve 

cultural identity, NGOs and community groups have sought to promote and record 

indigenous languages. The revival of endangered languages has advanced significantly as 

a result of initiatives to produce written scripts, assemble dictionaries, and instruct 

younger generations in these languages. 

Additionally, community-led activities like tribal meetings and cultural festivals have 

aided in showcasing and honoring tribal customs. A prominent example of one of these 

occasions is the BastarDussehra celebration, which unites numerous tribal clans in 

Bastar. It gives tribes a stage on which to showcase their distinctive practices, rituals, and 

artistic expressions, generating a feeling of pride and cohesion among tribal groups. 

In conclusion, Chhattisgarh's attempts at cultural revival and preservation show a 

dedication to safeguarding the rich history of tribal groups. These initiatives include the 

creation of cultural hubs, active participation by NGOs and community-based groups, and 

success stories in the revival of conventional languages and art forms (Rathia et al.2020). 

These programs not only protect cultural identities but also improve the economic and 

social standing of tribal groups while raising awareness of their priceless contributions 

to Chhattisgarh's rich cultural diversity. 

Problems:- 

The tribal people of Chhattisgarh are rich in history and legacy, but they also suffer a 

variety of socioeconomic issues that have an impact on their well-being and way of life. 

These difficulties include problems with infrastructure, access to healthcare, education, 

and housing, as well as disputes with land rights. 

The problem of land rights is one of the most important issues facing tribal groups in 

Chhattisgarh. These people have long maintained deep links to their ancestral lands, 

which are essential to their cultural identity as well as a source of subsistence. However, 

a large number of indigenous members and villages have been uprooted as a result of 

construction projects, mining operations, and the purchase of property for commercial 

enterprises. Their conventional ways of life are disrupted by this relocation, creating 

social and economic vulnerabilities. 

Aspect Key Characteristics 
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Traditional Art Forms Gond paintings, Bison dance, Dhurvaa crafts, and more 

Languages Diverse tribal languages like Gondi, Baiga, Kurukh, and 

others 

Cultural Festivals Karma, Hareli, Bison Horn Maria festivals, and many 

more 

Traditional Knowledge Herbal medicine, agriculture practices, oral traditions 

Kinship Systems Strong sense of community and extended families 

Socioeconomic 

Challenges 

Land rights issues, access to education, healthcare 

Cultural Preservation Efforts by NGOs, cultural centres, and government 

initiatives 

Table 2: Key Characteristics of Chhattisgarh's Tribal Communities 

(Source: Kujuret al.2021, p-66) 

For many native people, getting access to healthcare still poses serious difficulties. 

Inadequate healthcare services may be caused by remote geographic areas, a lack of 

healthcare facilities, and a lack of knowledge about contemporary healthcare procedures. 

Traditional medicine and herbal cures are often used in tribal groups, but access to 

modern medical care is essential for treating problems with malnutrition, maternity and 

child health, and infectious infections. 
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Similar to this, indigenous regions have restricted access to high-quality education. 

Opportunities for education may be limited by things like far-off schools, lack of 

transportation, and language problems. The difficulty of guaranteeing access to a high-

quality education is further exacerbated by the high dropout rates among indigenous 

youngsters. Although government programs to upgrade educational facilities and provide 

scholarships have made significant progress, more work is still required to close the 

educational gap. 

In tribal regions, basic infrastructure development, such as the construction of roads, 

electricity, and clean drinking water, presents additional difficulties. Inadequate 

infrastructure impedes economic growth, limits access to markets, and lowers quality of 

life in general. Health problems result from tribal populations' frequent lack of access to 

sanitary facilities and supplies of clean drinking water (Tirkey, 2021). 

Additionally, there is a need for increased understanding of tribal cultures and traditional 

knowledge as well as their preservation. Younger generations run the danger of losing 

connection with their cultural heritage, including their native languages, traditions, and 

traditional behaviors, as modernity develops. 

A multimodal strategy incorporating government actions, community empowerment, 

and partnerships with NGOs and civil society groups is needed to address these issues. 

Prioritizing the rights and welfare of tribal groups, securing land rights and restitution 

for displacement, enhancing the infrastructure for healthcare and education, and 

fostering the preservation of indigenous traditions are all crucial. By addressing these 

issues, Chhattisgarh may strive toward creating a more diverse and equal society that 

honors and uplifts its tribal inhabitants, protecting their unique cultural legacy and 

fostering economic and social advancement. 

Prospects:-  

Future prospects for tribal groups in Chhattisgarh are a combination of possibilities and 

difficulties, with a number of important factors to be taken into account for sustainability 

and cultural preservation. 

According to future forecasts, industrialization, urbanization, and economic growth will 

continue to have an impact on native groups. Increased access to possibilities for work, 

healthcare, and education may result from these improvements. They also run the danger 

of contaminating cultures and eradicating traditional traditions and languages. 

A major difficulty is striking a balance between modernity and cultural preservation. The 

quality of life for tribal people must be improved via development, but it must be done in 

a manner that respects and protects their traditional heritage. In order to achieve this, 

careful planning and decision-making procedures including tribal groups are needed, as 

well as a commitment to ecologically friendly and culturally sensitive development 

initiatives. 
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Tribal tribes' destiny is largely shaped by education and awareness. Younger generations 

may be empowered to participate in contemporary society while still honoring their 

cultural origins if they have access to high-quality education (Kumaret al.2020). To 

preserve cultural identities, it is crucial to include traditional knowledge and tribal 

languages in school curriculum. Furthermore, it is crucial to educate tribal populations 

about their rights, cultural history, and the value of maintaining their customs. 

Government programs, community-based groups, and NGOs may all be quite important 

in this respect. 

Increasing indigenous communities' economic resilience is also essential for their 

survival. Without sacrificing cultural identity, programs that support sustainable 

livelihoods, protect traditional skills, and provide indigenous items access to markets may 

increase economic prospects. 

In summary, achieving a delicate balance between modernisation and traditional 

preservation is crucial for the future prospects of tribal tribes in Chhattisgarh. This entails 

development that is both inclusive and sensitive to cultural differences, educational 

empowerment, and increased understanding of the need of conserving indigenous 

traditions (Kumaret al.2020). Chhattisgarh may look forward to a future in which tribal 

tribes prosper economically, socially, and culturally, enhancing the state's variety and 

legacy. By solving these issues. 

Conclusion:- 

To sum up, our investigation into the tribal people of Chhattisgarh has shown a rich 

cultural variety, historical resiliency, and modern problems. The main conclusions and 

revelations from our debate highlight how crucial it is to protect and honor these 

indigenous traditions in the state. 

The tribal groups of Chhattisgarh are a complex tapestry of customs, languages, 

aesthetics, and sustainable practices. They serve as stewards of distinctive knowledge 

systems that are vital to ecological harmony, herbal medicine, and sustainable agriculture. 

These societies show us how to live in harmony with nature, highlighting the need of 

maintaining indigenous knowledge in the face of environmental problems. 

However, these thriving cultures confront a variety of difficulties, such as problems with 

property rights, eviction, access to healthcare and education, and the possibility of 

cultural deterioration as a result of modernity. It's important to find a way to strike the 

right balance between accepting change and preserving cultural identity. 

In addition to being morally required, Chhattisgarh's social, cultural, and ecological fabric 

depend on the preservation and celebration of tribal customs. These communities 

provide insightful lessons in environmental sustainability, social cohesiveness, and the 

interdependence of people and their environment. By maintaining these traditions, we 

preserve Chhattisgarh's distinctive legacy and further the larger objective of preserving 

cultural variety across the world. 
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It is our joint responsibility to aid tribal populations in Chhattisgarh as responsible 

citizens and proponents of inclusion and fairness. This assistance may take many 

different forms, such as fighting for their property rights, access to high-quality 

healthcare, and traditional arts, crafts, and languages. Additionally, increasing cultural 

interaction and boosting public awareness of the value of conserving tribal traditions may 

help close the gap between various societal groups. 

Let's acknowledge the crucial contributions made by the tribal groups of Chhattisgarh to 

our common cultural history and natural heritage. While actively taking part in activities 

to safeguard their wellbeing, cultural preservation, and prosperity in the years to come, 

let us honour their tenacity, knowledge, and traditions. By doing this, we celebrate the 

variety that makes the world a richer place and reaffirm our dedication to a more 

inclusive and peaceful future for everyone. 
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