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Abstract. This article has attempted to identify key priority areas that urgently need global attention to 
advance the fight against corruption in the health sector. The problem has become even more obvious 
and relevant in the context of the coronavirus pandemic. Over two-thirds of countries are considered 
endemically corrupt according to Transparency International. Corruption can be seen in all societies. It is 
estimated that the world spends more than US$7 trillion on health services, and that at least 10–25% of 
global spending is lost directly through corruption, representing hundreds of billions of dollars lost each 
year. 
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Introduction  
Corruption can be seen in all societies. When corruption infiltrates the health sector, it can be particularly 
destructive, threatening economic development, international security and public health. At the same 
time, the multifaceted and complex nature of corruption in the health sector makes it extremely difficult 
to combat it, despite the huge costs that are estimated at billions of dollars. 

Everyone shall have the right to receive skilled medical care in Uzbekistan. Citizens of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan have the inalienable right to health care. 

The Law on health protection of 1996 confirmed the right of citizens to health care. This right 
applies to all health services, including delivery, antenatal and neonatal care, paediatric services, 
immunization, family planning, outpatient services and specialized services. The state guarantees health 
protection irrespective of age, race, gender, ethnicity, religion, social status and beliefs. 

The State system for health administration has been improved. International medical and health 
regulations drawn up by WHO to respond to the global spread of diseases have been introduced. 

Anti-corruption is one of the important issues of state policy against crime in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan and in other countries. This strong political will was reflected in the adoption of fundamental 
decisions on the accession of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the UN Convention against Corruption, the 
Istanbul Action Plan of the Anti-Corruption Network of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, joining the Egmont Group, the Eurasian Group on Combating Money Laundering and 
financing of terrorism (with the subsequent ratification of the EAG Agreement). 

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, anti-corruption issues are provided for in the Law of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan dated July 30, 2018 No. LRU-489 “On Combating Corruption”. The legislative definition of 
corruption in Uzbekistan is also interesting. Thus, the Law “On Combating Corruption” of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan defines the concept of “corruption” as the illegal use by a person of his/her official or official 
position in order to obtain material or non-material benefits in personal interests or in the interests of 
other persons, as well as illegal provision of such benefits (2018). 

The Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, although it does not provide for the concept of 
corruption crimes, contains responsibility for crimes that can be recognized as such - theft by 
embezzlement or embezzlement (Article 167), malfeasance, including bribery (Articles 205-214). 

To date, work is underway to prepare a new version of the draft Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. Thus, the Concept of improving the criminal and criminal procedural legislation of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan, approved by the decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated May 
14, 2018, No. PD-3723, the main tasks are the inventory of criminal legislation for its unification and 
harmonization with international standards, as well as the continuation of the course strict criminal 
policy against persons guilty of committing corruption crimes. 

The fight against corruption in all spheres of society has been identified as one of the main 
priorities of the Development Strategy of Uzbekistan for 2017-2021. 

Under the chairmanship of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev, on 
June 30 of this year, a video conference was held on issues of ensuring justice and combating corruption, 
where the head of state pointed out that now the specialized committees in the parliament of Uzbekistan 
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will conduct a rating of justice and the corruption situation in each region of the country, and the results 
of each half-year - to conduct parliamentary hearings and inspections. 

On June 29, the head of state signed a decree “On additional measures to improve the anti-
corruption system in the Republic of Uzbekistan”. In this connection, the Anti-Corruption Agency has 
been created, which is subordinate to the President and reports to the parliament, and also develops and 
implements state policy in the field of preventing and combating corruption. 
  
Objectives 
1) the study of corruption in health care; 
2) determining the influence of corruption on the fight against epidemics and crime; 
3) an attempt to develop measures to prevent corruption practices in health care. 

 
Materials and Method 
In the course of the study, methods such as historical, systemic-structural, comparative-legal, logical, 
specifically sociological, complex research of scientific sources, induction and deduction, analysis of 
statistical data were applied. 

 
Results 
Corruption has serious implications for access, quality, equity, efficiency and effectiveness of health 
services and impedes the long-term goal of universal health coverage. 

In 1996, former World Bank President James Wolfensohn delivered a groundbreaking speech 
calling for international action and attention to tackle what he called “the cancer of corruption” (1996). 

Decades later, this portrayal of corruption as a devastating disease seems appropriate, as 
corruption related to health is now a multifaceted, multi-jurisdictional and multi-billion dollar 
phenomenon that threatens the future progress of global health (Mackey TK Liang BA, 2012). So 
corruption in health can range from petty corruption to high-level national or even multinational, 
corruption. 

“... Our people suffer from corruption ... as an example, we can cite the healthcare and other social 
spheres. In particular, at the moment, in a pandemic, some officials of the centers of sanitary and 
epidemiological well-being, instead of selfless service to the people, have taken the path of crime. 

According to the General Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Uzbekistan, budget funds in the 
amount of 917.8 million have been plundered in the Kashkadarya region, 509.8 million in the Navoi 
region, 248.9 million in the Namangan region, 202.5 million in the Bukhara region, and in the Andijan 
region - 159.3 million soums” (2020). 

Like cancer, there are several types of corruption related to health, ranging from “petty” 
corruption, such as medical absenteeism, to “systematic” corruption involving multinational companies 
involved in widespread fraud and abuse in the health sector, and “large-scale” corruption at high levels). 

The motivation of various actors, including officials, private companies and organized crime 
communities to engage in health-related corruption, should not come as a surprise: the health sector is 
one of the largest segments of the global economy, accounting for nearly 10% of the world according to 
the World Bank (GDP) (2019). 

Of the trillions of dollars spent annually on healthcare globally, most is spent on large 
government contracts for drugs, equipment, and hospital construction) (2012).However, estimates show 
that 10–25% of global public procurement spending is “wasted” by corruption) (2006). 

We live in an era of epidemics and potential pandemics. It is enough just to list some of the main 
threats of the last few years: the Zika, Ebola, MERS epidemics, and of course the coronavirus pandemic. 

In addition to the morbidity and mortality they cause, these events are often associated with huge 
economic and social losses and therefore are increasingly viewed not only as public health problems, but 
also as national and global security problems. 

Corrupt practices not only affect individual patients and their places of origin, but in the event of 
new diseases, they can potentially have wider, even global, consequences for human health and well-
being. 

Preventing an outbreak is primarily the best possible health security outcome, but this requires 
an effective public health system with good governance and oversight. Unfortunately, many health 
systems struggle to provide access and high quality services, often due to various corrupt practices 
(Margot I Witvliet, Anton E Kunst, Onyebuchi A Arah, Karien Stronks, 2013). 
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Conclusion 
Covid-19 has unleashed state corruption on a grand scale, and it is harmful to public health (Geoghegan 
P., 2020). Politicians and industry are responsible for this opportunistic embezzlement. So too are 
scientists and health experts. The pandemic has revealed how the medical-political complex can be 
manipulated in an emergency—a time when it is even more important to safeguard science (Kamran 
Abbasi, 2020). 

The health sector is an attractive sector for corruption. These billions lost to corruption exceed 
WHO’s estimations of the amount needed annually to fill the gap in assuring universal health coverage 
globally by 2030 ( Jones B, Jing A., 2011). 

What measures can help in the global fight against corruption in the health sector? In our 
opinion, it is necessary to implement such measures as: 

1. Approval in the country and at the international level of the concept of “zero” tolerance for 
corruption. 

2. Creating conditions for the publication of open data on corruption in the health sector, both 
nationally and globally. 

3. Increasing transparency and disclosure of financial information, for example, on transactions 
in the health sector, procurement systems in the health sector. 

4. Strengthening the partnership between the state and civil society in combating corruption in 
this area. 

COVID-19 crisis therefore provides an opportunity for all countries to strengthen anti-corruption 
and integrity as part of improving governance effectiveness – a crucial factor in pandemic preparedness. 
As countries now revisit their pandemic response plans and policies, it is vitally important that they 
integrate anti-corruption as an essential part of this. It must not be added simply as an ad hoc measure 
(2020). 
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