
xIlkogretim Online - Elementary Education Online,2021; Vol 20 (Issue 1): pp.3261-3264 
http://ilkogretim-online.org  
doi: 10.17051/ilkonline.2021.01.368 
 

 

3261| Ankur Pare                                   An empirical study on impact of displacement on livelihood of traditionally  

                                                                                   displaced persons in India  

An empirical study on impact of displacement on livelihood of 

traditionally displaced persons in India 
 
Dr. Ankur Pare, Fellow of American Association for Higher Education and Accreditation (AAHEA), USA 
 
 
Abstract: The condition of the internally displaced persons in India due to the ethnic crises deserves a fresh study 
and the study proposes to understand the livelihood of the internally displaced communities in general and also to 
evaluate the impact of the displacement on their livelihood systems. It is the study of how the communities responded 
to the displacement and how they cope with their situation. It is found that in order to overcome the stress and strain 
on the livelihood, the people in the study area made use of various coping strategies. This helped the people to tide 
over the difficulties in the short run. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: 

Persons iwho ihave ibeen ior iare ibeing iforced ito iflee ior ileave itheir ihomes ior iplaces iof ihabitual 
iresidence iare iknown ias idisplaced ipersons. iDisplacement iof ipopulation iis ia icurse iof idevelopment 
iin ithe imodern iworld. iLarge inumbers iof ioriginal ipopulation iare ibeing idisplaced ifrom itheir 
ihomeland ito igive iplace ito idevelopment iactivities. iThe idisplaced ipersons iare iforced ito ileave 
itheir iland iwhether ithey ilike iit ior inot. iDisplacements iare imost ifrequently icaused iby ivarious 
ifactors ilike inatural icalamities, iclimatic ichanges iand isocio-economic ifactor, icultural iand ipolitical 
icauses. iPresently, iinter-ethnic iviolence ihas ibecome ione iof ithe icommon ifactors ialmost iall iover 
ithe iworld. iDifferent iparts iof ithe iworld iare ifacing idifferent itypes iof iethnic iclashes idue ito 
ivarying ipolitical iconditions. iRacism iinduces ipeople ito iflee itheir ioriginal ior ihabited iplace iof 
isettlement iwithin ior iacross ithe iborder, ithereby icreating ifear iamongst ithose ireceiving idisplaced 
ipeople. iThe iconcern iis igrowing iover ithe iissue iof idisplacement ithroughout ithe iworld. iSeveral 
imillions iof ipeople iin ievery inook iand icorner iaround ithe iglobe ihave ibeen iuprooted ieither iby 
iconflict, ihuman irights iviolation, inatural idisasters iand idevelopment iprojects iwhich iforced ithese 
iuprooted ipeople ito itake irefuge iwithin ior iacross iborders. 
 

II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM: 

The displacement affected the socio-economic condition of the people to a large extent. After the 
displacement most of the people started coming back and resettling in their original villages, but many 
could not regain the land and property they once possessed and thus could not attain their earlier lifestyle 
and living standard. The condition of the internally displaced persons in India due to the ethnic crises 
deserves a fresh study and the study proposes to understand the livelihood of the internally displaced 
communities in general and also to evaluate the impact of the displacement on their livelihood systems. It 
is the study of how the communities responded to the displacement and how they cope with their 
situation. 
 

III. LITERATURE REVIEW: 

Milton i(1997) imentions ithat iethnic idifferences iare iinvolved iin isome iof ithe iworld’ s imost 
iintractable iconflicts. iThey iare ialso iexperienced ias ithe isource iof ithe imost isatisfying iand ithe 
imost iessential iaspects iof ilife. iThe iremoteness iof ithe iNorth-East iregion iand iits iethnic imix iis 
ifurther icomplicated iby ithe iinflux iof irefugees iwhich icreates isocio-ethnic itensions, iidentity icrisis 
iand idilution iof ipolitical ipower ito iindigenous ipeople. iThese ifactors, iwith iaddition iof ilower 
ieconomic igrowth iand idevelopment, iare ifound ito iresult iin iserious idiscontentment, iinsurgency 
iand idemands ifor isecession i(Narahari, i2002). 
 

While studying the ethnic identity of the North-East India, Das (1989) wrote that a review of the vast 
literature on the subject reveals a several dimensions of cultural articulation, ethnic identification and the 
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urge of cultural revivalism amongst the natives. Verghese (2004) says, “ Tribal communities awakening to 
a new sense of identity, political consciousness, proto-nationalism and ethnic consolidation within larger 
kinship groups, generally differentiate themselves from the new sovereignties being assorted by an 
amalgam of race and culture.”  The Northeast region of India has several unique features that make fertile 
ground for the ethnic conflict and ethnic separation in contemporary time. It’ s relative geomorphological 
isolation from the main land of India, it’ s racial and cultural dissimilarities with the rest of the population 
of the country and the relative alienation and deprivation feelings spearhead the problem of ethnicity 
with different dimensions here (Sonowal, 2002). 
 

IV. OBJECTIVES: 

The main objectives of the present study are: 
a. To study traditional livelihood systems in India 
b. To study the means livelihood of the displaced communities in India 
c. To examine the impact of displacement on livelihood of displaced persons in India. 
 

V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 
This study attempts to understand the impact of displacement on livelihood of traditional communities in 
India. The study is descriptive in nature and for this purpose, the primary data is collected through 
interviews and scheduled questionnaire distributed to traditional communities who were displaced from 
North eastern states of India. The data on livelihood, education, food, shelter and income is collected from 
Secondary sources through NGOs reports, published books, journals, etc. The data has been collected from 
100 respondents using the convenient sampling technique. A simple statistical technique is applied to 
calculate their percentage. Maps and charts were prepared to support the relevant data. 
 

VI. IMPACT ON LIVELIHOOD: 
Livelihood in simple terms can be defined as the means to securing the necessities of life. In other words, 
it implies and includes all the activities that are undertaken by people to survive. It is very similar to 
occupation and sometimes used synonymously. However, it is much broader concept. But it can be 
understood by looking at the occupational structure since they are closely related. 
An important distinction must be made here between livelihood and a particular occupation. An 
occupation refers to a particular economic activity while livelihood is understood as the all the means 
employed to secure the necessities, i.e., livelihood can consist of many diverse occupations performed in 
order to survive. In light of such a distinction, a change in occupation may take place if it is not proving to 
be conducive with the changed conditions. 
The traditional livelihood of the people in the study area is agriculture, both settled cultivation and 
shifting cultivation. A couple of decades after the conflict this has been found to have remained the same, 
i.e., people are still primarily engaged in agriculture. 

 
Fig. 1 Impact on occupation 
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Figure 1 represents the impact on earning status of the displaced persons. The major occupation of 
majority of the persons before displacement was agriculture, however the study shows that the 51% of 
the respondents have shifted to other occupation due to displacement since majority of them have lost 
their farm land, only 27% of the respondents are still doing the same occupation which they were doing 
before displacement and remaining 22% have not found any occupation due to displacement. 
 

 
Fig. 2 Conflicts with family members and relatives 

Another impact of displacement is found on the relationship of displaced persons with their family 
members and relatives, this relationship has been explained with the help of above figure 2. It is found 
that majority i.e. 45% of the respondents agree that their relationship with their family members and 
relatives has been affected a lot due to rising conflicts among them, 13% strongly agree to this. However, 
12% respondents neither agree nor disagree to this. Whereas, 23% and 7% respondents said there has 
been no conflict among family members and relatives post displacement. 
 

 
Fig. 3 Developed new skills and gain new knowledge 

 
Since mechanization is not used in the shifting cultivation and is low in the settled cultivation in the study 
area, manual labour becomes a very important component in the livelihood system. It is this human 
capital, labour, that is the first to be affected during the conflict. It is found that after displacement, 
majority i.e. 39% and 11% of the respondents respectively agree and strongly agree that they have 
learned new skills and knowledge after displacement in order to cope up with the livelihood system of 
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their family. However, 7% of the respondents, neither agree nor disagree to this. Whereas, 45% (39% and 
16%) said they were not been able to gain new knowledge or skills after displacement. 

 
Fig. 4 Impact on Education status of Children 

Even it is found that the education status of their children has also been affected due to displacement, 
majority i.e. 41% agree that the education level of their children has been affected due to displacement, 
which is supported by 13% of respondents who strongly agree to this. 13% of the respondents neither 
agree nor disagree to this, whereas, 24% disagree to this and say that there is no impact on education 
status of their children and remaining 9% strongly disagree to this. 
 

VII. CONCLUSION: 
In order to overcome the stress and strain on the livelihood, the people in the study area made use of 
various coping strategies. This helped the people to tide over the difficulties in the short run. However, the 
impact of the conflict was not limited to the short run only. Long term impacts on livelihood especially in 
terms of the effect on the various capital on which the livelihood system of the people in the study area is 
highly crucial. 
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