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Abstract. This study aims at determining the effectiveness of audio media based on scripted song that
was developed based on themes for the fifth-grade elementary school students. After validation by two
experts on content and quality, the developed media was implemented in Public Elementary School 205 /
IV Jambi, which involved 25 students. The study design used a pre-post treatment design. The results of
the study proved that the audio media is effective in increasing the fifth grade students’ English
competence especially in listening and speaking It is shown by the average learning achievements of 6.69
that are categorized fair before the action to 8.32, which are categorized good after the action. Besides,
the results of the questionnaire proved that all students (100%) showed a positive perception of the use
of audio media based on scripted song They became more motivated to learn because through song, the
learning became fun, interesting, and the learning material became more easily understood.
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INTRODUCTION

In curriculum 2013 in Indonesia, English learning is not given explicitly in the curriculum
structure, but English subjects could be given as local content subjects, and until now, many
schools are still oriented towards KTSP curriculum in terms of giving English lessons as much as
2 hours in a week (Dewantara, 2020). It cause English has been a local content subject at
elementary schools which was introduced from grade four to grade six since 1994. According to
Harmer (1983), early introduction to English is based on a pedagogical concept that the earlier a
person is introduced to the target language, the faster and the better the mastery and
acquisition of children of the language being learned.

English subjects as the local content at elementary schools is also referred to the
Government Regulation No. 22 of 2006. The regulation is concerning content standards
confirms that learning English at elementary schools aims to make students have the ability to:
(1) Develop limited oral communication competencies to accompany action (language
accompanying action) in the school context, and (2) Having an awareness of the nature and
importance of English in increasing the nation's competitiveness in the global community.
Based on these objectives, learning English at elementary school should emphasize into the
listening and speaking aspects, without neglecting the aspects of vocabulary, grammar,
pronunciation, and aspects of writing and reading. It can be said that the purpose of learning
English at elementary schools is to achieve oral communication competence that integrates all
components of language namely vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. Students' English
competence is measured by learning outcomes. Learning outcomes are changes in behavior as
learning outcomes that include cognitive, psychomotor and affective aspects. Meanwhile,
Dimyati (2006) defines learning outcomes as a result of an interaction of learning and teaching.
Thus, what is meant by learning outcomes in this article are the results of English learning of
fifth-grade elementary school students for two learning sessions with Sports topics shown from
their ability to answer questions related to the material taught.
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Brown (1994) states that there are five categories that teachers must pay attention to in
designing successful English learning for children, namely (1) Intellectual Development, (2)
Attention Span, (3) Sensory Input, (4) Affective Factors, and (5) Authentic, Meaningful
Language. The intellectual development means that children up to age 11 be still in a phase of
intellectual growth called Piaget's "concrete operation"”. Good exposure is necessary to score
adequate English competency. The teacher as a facilitator or catalyst must have adequate
abilities, both in word choice and usage, intonation, and body expression. Minimal skills and
misstatement will lead to language failure, which is mastered by children. Krashen (2002) states
that the teacher's words and sentences in the learning process in the classroom are the same as
"caretaker speech". They have a very strong influence on the language acquisition process that
occurs in children. The child will copy and repeat what the teacher or caretaker speech did.
Speeches that come out of the mouth and body expressions of a teacher aimed at students are
called "caretaker" speeches. The "caretaker” speech is a very good intake (source of language
acquisition) because the process emphasizes more on natural forms of communication.
Therefore, the language skills and communication mastered by the caretaker must be adequate.
So, all learning material should be packaged concretely, and avoid abstract concepts. With this
limitation, all forms of learning in the form of rules, explanations, and discussions of language
that are abstract should be carried out very carefully and present the endeavored concretely.

From the attention span dimension, children's concentration depends on the packaging of
learning by the teacher. They will not pay attention to the lesson if the material being taught is
boring, meaningless, and too difficult. Sensory input regarding learning should involve all the
senses of children, be it vision, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. It means, that the teacher should
be attention to the affective factors beingt so that learning can make children have a happy and
comfortable attitude in learning, and authentic meaningful language is intended so that the
language taught is authentic and useful in life. Willing (in Chitravelu, Sithamparam, & Tea, 2005;
Ali&Ece, 2019) emphasized that concrete-type children will enjoy learning strategies that use
games, pictures, films, cassettes, videos, and others as learning media.

However, various facts indicate that there are still various obstacles in the field in
implementing adequate learning. The results of a survey in some elementary school English
teachers in Jambi proved that the English teachers did not have an adequate educational
background. Teachers tend to implement learning by pronouncing vocabulary through drills
and explaining English vocabulary through translation into the first language. Furthermore, the
results of interviews with English teachers also show that they have never used innovative
audio learning media (Scripted Songs) and only refer to books.

The problems above, especially in media problems, can be solved by using more
innovative learning media so that the teacher can vary the learning that can bring joy in the
learning process to students. Gagne & Briggs (1974) explained that learning media is a tool that
is physically used to convey the content of subject matter, which consists of books, modules,
programmed text, tape recorders, cassettes, video cameras, video recorders, films, slides,
photos, pictures., graphics, television, computers, and so on. Arsyad (2011) further explains that
if the media carries messages or information that are instructional or contain teaching
purposes, then the media is called learning media. Therefore, it can be concluded that learning
media are physical tools used in conveying information, namely in the form of learning
materials to students. Furthermore, based on the technology used, the learning media are
grouped into four; (1) media produced by printed technology, (2) media produced by audio-
visual technology, (3) media produced by computer technology and, (4) media resulting from a
combination of print technology and computer. Each of these learning media has different
functions according to learning needs. Here, teacher must be able to determine the right
learning media so that students can understand the material presented. Good learning media
are media that can help the process of transferring subject matter well, attracting the attention
of students, creating a pleasant learning atmosphere, and can motivate them (Arsyad 2011). It
cause the learning process can become more dynamic and will achieve the desired goals if
added tools or media, such as audio-visual media, print, projectors, films, games, and so on.
Yassaei (2012) added that one of the most well-known ways to create meaningful contexts for
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learning English is through the use of media, which can be displayed through various formats,
such as print, audio, and visual. While Hamalik (in Arsyad, 2011), argues that the use of
instructional media in the teaching and learning process can arouse new desires and interests,
generate motivation and stimulation of learning activities, and even bring psychological
influence on students. In line with Hamalik's opinion, Shin (2006) and Mona et all (2020) also
revealed that one way to increase students' attention and involvement in learning activities
required supporting tools in the form of visual aids, toys, dolls or other colorful objects, which
are appropriate with stories or songs used in learning, so that language learning becomes easier
to understand.

In Indonesia, the research of media implementation for learning English at elementary
school's students has been carried out. Each of these studies applies a different type of media
but it has a good effect on the learning process of English in the classroom so that it can improve
student’s learning outcomes. Widodo & Raharjo (2012) found that student learning activities in
English language learning with the help of domestic animal flashcards media were significantly
higher than the control group, as evidenced by the average activity of the experimental group of
88.25 while the activity in the control group amounted to 84.86 and tested using the
independent t-test obtained p-value = 0.024 <0.05. It is knowing that learning English with
flashcards was effective in improving learning outcomes and making students active.

Next, the research conducted by Bayu & Wahyuni. (2019) This research is based on the
low learning outcomes of learning English at elementary schools, especially after the
implementation of the 2013 curriculum, where the time for learning English is much reduced
from 4 hours a week in the Education Unit Level Curriculum (KTSP) to only 2 lessons a week in
the 2013 curriculum. Based on the results it is known that the Enjoyable Learning strategy
assisted by audio-visual media has a significant effect on English learning outcomes in grade II
elementary school students in the implementation of the 2013 curriculum. Then there is also
research on the use of multimedia learning products for English for grade IV SD conducted by
Dwihartanti & Gafur. (2015). This study produces multimedia products for learning English that
is valid and effective as a learning medium.

In the curriculum 2013, the goal of learning English at elementary schools is to achieve
oral communication competence (speaking and listening) that integrates all language
components, namely vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. Students' English competence is
measured through the achievement of learning outcomes. It means that the listening and
speaking aspects should be emphasized without neglecting the aspects of vocabulary, grammar,
pronunciation, and aspects of writing and reading. Moreover, the role of media in English
learning at elementary can influence the students’ motivation, create the fun and enjoy
situation. Based on the things that have been explained above, it can be concluded that learning
media is one of the important factors that can make the learning process successful. Media that
is packaged attractively can motivate students to want and maintain learning, facilitate the
learning process, make learning effective and efficient, and then improve learning outcomes. In
this case, the scripted songs recorded in a cassette or CD that used in this study can be grouped
into audio learning media. It is learning aids that are heard by students to get information in the
form of English learning materials according to the theme taught. In the learning process, the
teacher uses a tool in the form of a CD player or computer to present the material.

Thus, the teacher's job is to make learning more interesting, lively and fun. One of them is
through the use of audio learning media (cassettes or CDs). In addition to being able to bring
audio media fun, relaxed atmosphere, the most important thing is to be able to provide
examples of language exposure that are rich in linguistic aspects, such as vocabulary, grammar,
pronunciation, but also language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). What's more,
for teachers with non-English language education backgrounds, they can be helped with
accurate language models in terms of pronunciation and intonation by repeating the available
audio media. Therefore, in research (Ratminingsih & Budasi, 2014) an audio learning media was
developed, namely learning CDs based on creative songs based on themes in the fifth grade of
elementary schools.
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According to Schoepp (2001), the song becomes an integral part of human language
experience. Flattum (2008) adds that a song is a combination of melody and lyrics with
harmony, rhythm or beets. Songs usually have a structure in the form of repetitions of poetry
and chorus. The creation songs intended in this study are songs whose lyrics were created by
researchers based on themes, while the melody is taken from the rhythm of music from
Indonesian or foreign children's songs that are well known. Furthermore, Shtakser (2012)
explains that music and songs can create a good learning atmosphere in the classroom.
Brewster, Ellis, & Girard (1992) also added that song is an ideal strategy for learning languages
because in songs there are repetitions of vocabulary and language structure and rhythm that
can increase student interest in learning. Besides, Malley stated two main benefits of using
music and songs in language learning, namely songs are easily memorized and are very
motivating for students (in Murphey, 1992). Murphey added that old music and songs are
stored in the memory, and can be part of us and easily utilized in the classroom.

There are six advantages of using songs and music in language classes (Griffee, 1992)
namely (1) Classroom atmosphere: songs and music are used to provide a pleasant classroom
atmosphere, (2) Language input: songs and music are used to provide language rhythm
exposure, (3) Cultural input: songs and music (especially pop music) provide an introduction to
the culture, (4) Text: songs are used as learning texts, as are poems, short stories, and novels,
(5) Supplement: songs are used as a complement to textbooks, and (6) Teaching and Student
interest: songs can be used to teach conversation, vocabulary, grammatical structure,
pronunciation, pattern training, and memory consolidation. Paul & Chan (2010) add songs to
make it easier for children to remember words and patterns and natural pieces of language
(chunks of language). Based on the explanation above, it is clear that the song has various
benefits to teach language in a more pleasant way that can make it easier for students to
remember words, language patterns, and natural pieces of language, and can involve their
feelings more deeply in learning. There are several types of songs that can be used for different
teaching purposes, namely songs, poems, and verses that are sung in short (Brewster et al.,
1992). Dzanic&Pejic (2020) composed several types of songs, such as children's poetry,
contemporary pop music, and songs specifically written to teach English.

Referring to the research results of Ratminingsih (2010) proves that song is one of the
effective techniques to improve English students' listening skills at elementary school, the
material and syntax of song-based learning can improve the English language competence of
elementary students (Ratminingsih, 2010: Budasi, Ramendra, & Suputra, 2013). Scripted song is
songs that has been developed in which to maximize the integrated language learning and
holistic language learning by involving language competence, for instance the cognitive domain
(linguistic aspects), the psychomotor domain (written and oral communication), and the
affective domain (culture value and character building). In addition, scripted songs aim to suit
the need to teach the themes required in the local content curriculum. In this study, the songs
teaching technique in form of Scripted Songs will be used to treat the students’ English
competence.

Eventually, this research aims to improve competence in communicating in a limited oral
form to accompany action (language accompanying action) in the school context by
emphasizing the listening and speaking aspects and providing an overview of whether the audio
media based on the scripted song can increase the students' learning motivation in learning
English at fifth-grade elementary school which is shown from their learning outcomes after
being given action.

METHOD

The research design of the empirical test on the effectiveness of using audio media based
on scripted song is before and after treatment (Sugiyono, 2010). The research location was SDN
No.205 / IV Jambi, which is placed in the city border. Students who attend in this school are
from the lower middle class who only learn English at school. In this research, fifth grade
students of SDN 205/1V Jambi were selected as the population. There are 3 (three) classes. The
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sample was taken randomly involved 25 of the fifth grade students. Data collection techniques
are through tests by giving 20 questions related to learning material with the topic "Time"
which is taught as many as 2 sessions, it is 4x35 minute. the first the students are given the pre-
test to determine the initial ability of students, and then the material given in learning process
by using audio media based on scripted song which is contains about the number and the time.
The students were asked to listen the song and then repeat by singing together. In the last
session, session 3, students were given a final test (post-test) in the form of a test of learning
outcomes by taking up the themes that had been taught and continued with the distribution of
questionnaires about learning motivation to measure students’ motivation in learning English
by using audio media based on the scripted song.

The results of the study were analyzed descriptively. The nominal calculation results in
the form of average scores that calculated using SPSS 17 are described quantitatively, namely
the results of the initial test and the final test of students' English learning outcomes in the form
of scores obtained before being given an action and after being given an action. The average
score of students in English competence before being given an audio media based on scripted
song is compared to after being given learning by using media based on scripted song.

Additional data from the results of the motivation questionnaire were also analyzed
quantitatively to see how students' motivation towards learning with the implementation of an
audio song-based media creation. Furthermore, the results of the analysis are described
qualitatively to determine the effectiveness of the learning media used. Thus, the research
question will be answered, namely whether the use of song-based audio media is effective in
improving learning outcomes and student motivation to learn English in grade 5 at elementary
school.

RESULT and DISCUSSION

Before the action (treatment) given, the competencies of fifth-grade students of SDN
No0.205 / IV Jambi City was taken from the semester one summative test scores when they sit in
fifth grade. It is done determine the students ability in English before learn by using audio
media based on the scripted song. The result of pre-test is as follow.

Table 1. Students’ final test results before the treatment

Score Total Students Criteria
8.6-10 3 Very Good
7.1-8.5 4 Good
5.6-7.0 14 Fair
40-55 2 Lack

0-39 2 Very Lack

Total Students 25
Total Score 167.3
Average 6.69 Fair

Based on the table above it is known that there are 3 (three) students get very good
criteria, 4 (four) students get good criteria, 14 (fourteen) students get fair criteria, 2 (two)
students lack and 2 (two) students get very lack criteria. Overall, the students' average English
language skills are in the fair criteria, which is 6.69.

After two learning sessions through the using of media based on the scripted song, the
final test (post-test) was done. It is done to determine the students’ English ability. The final test
results are as in Table 2.
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Table 2. Students’ final test results after the treatment

Score Total Students Criteria
8.6-10 8 Very Good
7.1-8.5 13 Good
56-7.0 4 Fair
40-55 0 Lack

0-39 0 Very Lack

Total Students 25
Total Score 208
Average 8.32 Good

Table 2 shows that given an action containing audio media containing a CD containing the
scripted songs, student scores increased on the achievement of the average score of 8.32 with
the category "Good". The language that supports it is audio media that contains scripted songs
that effectively help improve students' English skills, especially in listening and speaking. What
is meant by children's learners are those who learn English as a foreign language or second
language in the first six or seven years of learning in formal schools and are usually taught in
elementary schools. In terms of age, the average age between 5 to 12 years. Furthermore,
Harmer (2007) suggests that the characteristics of children when learning is that they not only
focus on what is taught but also learn many things at the same time, such as taking information
from the surroundings. Seeing, listening, and touching are as important as the teacher's
explanation in the process of understanding. Abstraction of grammatical rules is less effective
when taught to children. Children usually respond well to activities that focus on their lives and
experiences. However, children's attention that is the willingness to keep paying attention to an
activity is usually short. One of the important characteristics of children is their ability to be
competent speakers of a new language if the adequate facilities are provided and if they get the
adequate language exposure.

Based on the results of the study there are interesting things: 2 students get a score below
4, which is classified as very lack and 2 students get a score between 4.0-5.5 which is classified
as lack before being given an action. However, they can improve their English skills, this can be
seen from the results of student tests after being given treatment. There are no students who
are in the criteria of the value of "less" and "very less". This proves that students are helped
improve learning outcomes through activities that interest them, namely through audio media.
This confirms that the audio media that contains creative songs in the form of learning CDs
effectively improves student learning outcomes. The results of this study are accordance with
the previous research (Cuestas Cifuentes, 2006; Hidayanti, 2011; Jadal, 2011; Kémiir, Sarag, &
Eker, 2005; Ratminingsih, 2010; Ratminingsih et al,, 2013; Sevik, 2011). It states that the use of
songs in learning constitutes Effective learning strategies are not only to improve their English
learning outcomes specifically on the linguistic component, such as vocabulary but also on
language skills namely listening and speaking. The results of this study are also in line with
Griffee (1992) that songs can create a pleasant learning atmosphere so that it can provide fun
not only for students who are able, but also who are less able, which have an impact on
improving their learning outcomes. Besides, songs can provide language input that teaches
conversation, vocabulary, grammatical structure, pronunciation, pattern training, and memory
consolidation. Thus, all components of language and language skills can be integrated through
songs.

The finding of the learning outcomes achieved by students also prove that the media can
create meaningful contexts in learning English in various formats, such as print, audio, and
visual, which in this study utilize audio formats that can be played with a CD player or computer
(Yassaei, 2012). The linguistic context that is built through the scripted songs is stand proven
effective in increasing the students' interest, motivation, and involvement in learning so that it
affects improving learning outcomes. Thus, the results of the study support Hamalik (in Arsyad,
2011) who emphasizes the use of instructional media in teaching and learning processes that
can arouse new desires and interests, arouse motivation and stimulation of learning activities
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and even bring psychological influence on students. Especially for young learners, who are still
in the operational concrete development phase, for them, the physical world is being the focus
of learning, which is in this research is attempted by the use of audio objects into learning, as an
effort to vary the learning. This is consistent with the opinion of Scott & Ytreberg (1990) and
Shin (2006) that to increase the attention and involvement of students in learning, the main
strategy is through the use of various supporting tools or learning media.

Also, based on the results of the questionnaire distributed to students, it is known that the
using of audio media based on scripted song is effective for learning English in class at
elementary school. Itis evidenced from 16 students (100%) expressed their opinion that they
strongly agree with the use of songs in learning, because the song makes lessons interesting,
fun, so they are motivated and encouraged they actively participate and stimulate their curiosity
about what the teacher seriously means. This finding is consistent with the opinion of Sabay
(2006) that motivation plays an important role for learning success. Their motivation in
learning can be improved through the using of appropriate media, such as through the audio
media of songs. Besides, they also stressed that learning through the audio media that
containing songs make the students easy to understand the subject matter. Definetely, the
lesson becomes more useful and also improve the student;s ability in English. It is accordance
with the reserach conducted by Ratminingsih (2010) and Ratminingsih & Burdasil (2012). It
found that student’s motivation in learning English can be increases with the use of scripted
songs.

Meanwhile, Paul (2003) explain that songs add a whole dimension to children’s classes,
and make it easier for the children to remember words and patterns and natural chunks of
language. Songs can add feeling and rhythm to language practice. It help the children to
remember things more easily, and draw children more deeply into a lesson.

CONCLUSIONS and SUGGESTION

Audio media is one kind of media that is necessary used by English teachers at elementary
schools in Jambi in particular or Indonesia in general. It gives variation of language exposure to
EFL learners. One of the audio media used is based on the scripted song. Based on the analysis
of the empirical test through the before and after treatment design, the using of audio media
based on scripted song has proven to be effective in improving English learning outcomes of
fifth-grade elementary school students, as evidenced by an increase in learning outcomes from
6.69 (enough) before the action to 8.32 (good) after the action. The students have a positive
perception of the use of creative music-based audio media in learning, as evidenced by the
results of the questionnaire that all students (100%) strongly agree with the use of song-based
audio media that can increase their learning motivation because through the use of songs, they
stated that learning became more fun, interesting, so it was easier to understand the lesson.

It can be concluded that the using of audio media which consisted of scripted songs has
provided contextual input of language skills especially in speaking and listening and language
components (vocabulary and pronunciation) to students which could be proved to improve
students’ English achievement and their motivation to study English. Moreover, elementary
school students will be motivated to learn English so they can improve their learning outcomes
when they learn in a fun way. One of the ways to create a pleasant atmosphere is by using audio
media based on scripted song.

This, the things that can be suggested based on the results of this research are (1) With
the provision of audio media based on the scripted song the English teachers are expected to
vary their learning using innovative media, such as the learning that contain of the scripted
songs, which can increase the students’ oral communication competence that integrates all
components of language namely vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation, motivation and
student participation in learning, and (2) Because the audio media that containing the scripted
songs has been proven to improve student learning outcomes, English teachers at elementary
schools are advised to maximize the use of instructional media to present fun and interesting
learning, so the purpose of English learning at elementary school will be achieved, it is student
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can practice the oral communication competence that integrates all components of language
namely vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation
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