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Abstract. The teacher is a professional educator who plays an important role in developing students' 
self potentials, character building and creating a positive nation civilization in order to educate the 
nation's life. The character of the Indonesian nation which still tends to be negative nowadays causes 
moral bankruptcy, acts of violence, high personal egoism, the extent of various conflicts and social 
pleasures in society. Thus, teachers really need to have the self efficacy that they are able to educate and 
develop the character education of their students in order to create a dignified generation of the nation. 
Teacher’s efficacy affects academic achievement, and student learning motivation, teacher teaching 
quality, teacher psychological well-being, teacher achievement, job satisfaction, and teacher work 
commitment. This study aims to answer the question of how the influence of age, experience and 
religiosity on the teaching efficacy of teachers in developing students' SAFT character education. This 
study uses descroptive quantitative method. Respondents involved 739 teachers of SDIT in North 
Sumatra Province. They were asked to fill in questionnaires about age range and experience, religiosity 
scale and teacher efficacy scale in developing student character education via online. This study found 
that age and teaching experience did not significantly influence teacher efficacy. However, religiosity 
have shown to significantly influence teacher efficacy. Implications in this study will be discussed further 
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INTRODUCTION 

Teachers are the main axis of education that determines the progress of a country in the future (Heri, 2019). 
Teachers play a very important role in student learning in schools (Gentrup, Lorenz, Kristen & Kogan, 2020, 
Dietrich, Dicke, Kracke & Noack, 2015). Teachers are the most influential component in creating quality 
educational processes and outcomes (Mulyasa, 2005). Therefore, teachers are considered to have a very 
important role in creating quality education in order to achieve the progress of a country in the future. 
Since 2010, the world of education in Indonesia can be regarded as the world of character education. The 
reason is, since the beginning of 2010 or precisely on January 14, 2010, the government through the 
Ministry of National Education launched the program "Cultural Education and Nation Character" as a 
national movement. After this program was launched, several Directorates General with the existing 
directorates immediately followed up by compiling the guidelines for the implementation of Cultural and 
National Character Education. In fact, other ministries are not left behind also given the task to develop and 
implement character education in their environment. In the Ministry of Education and Culture, a "Character 
Education Master Design" was developed. Then at the Directorate of Primary and Secondary Education has 
also made an implementation plan by developing a syllabus that is associated with the values of the nation's 
character. 

The government's serious efforts in realizing the ideals of good education through the 
Strengthening Character Education (SCE) movement are caused by the condition of the Indonesian nation 
that is being hit by character degradation that results in moral bankruptcy, such as rampant acts of violence, 
strengthening personal and collective egoism, rampant and the extent of various conflicts, as well as the 
widening of various gaps that fill public coverage. Suyata (2011) states that the grim conditions can be 
caused by the neglect or even the absence of conceptualization of Indonesian character and its application 
in character development and education which is placed on the concept of human development as a person 
or community. 

The Ministry of Women's Empowerment and Child Protection (KPPPA) in the Indonesian Child 
Profile (Ministry of Women's Empowerment and Child Protection, 2019) states that juvenile delinquency 
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behavior or adolescent behavior with negative characters is very alarming. In fact, for the negative 
character of the weight level of adolescents who are in conflict with the law reaches more than 40% and 
30% get imprisonment with a total of 3,469 children. Whereas for children and adolescents (7-17 years) 
with active smoking habits reach 1.33%. In Nurjannah's research (2014), the behavior of adolescents with 
negative characters in Panca Budi Medan High School with low levels such as being late to school, littering, 
making noise during learning reached 98.3%, whereas with moderate levels such as fighting and disrespect 
for teachers reached 1.7%. 

Cases of delinquency of children and adolescents with negative characters in North Sumatra of 
concern are abuse and truancy during study hours. Cases of harassment were recorded among elementary 
school students, especially in Labuhanbatu Utara North Sumatra sub-district in 2019 (new.detik.com). 
While cases of truancy of students during study hours were found in Medan Belawan sub-district namely 
12 elementary and junior high school students netted by a love raid at an internet shop during lesson hours 
(kitakini.news). 

Then in the research of Sirait, Siddik and Zubaidah (2017) conducted at Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 
Medan, it was found that the character of students who tended to be negative still had to be improved. 
Behavior of students with negative characters includes lack of religious values, dishonesty (Suud, et al., 
2020), lack of tolerance, lack of discipline, lack of national spirit or love for the motherland, lack of interest 
in reading and social care. Therefore, it is necessary to implement moral education which is not only in the 
field of moral education studies, but all teachers in the field of study. 

Coupled with research conducted by Asmara & Ridho (2016) concerning behavior with negative 
characters in the form of associations with motorcycle gangs whose majority of the actors are teenagers in 
the city of Medan. This is certainly very disturbing for the residents, because not only robbing, but the 
actions of the motorcycle gang can also hurt or even eliminate the lives of its victims. Finally, research on 
the phenomenon of adolescent behavior with negative characters in the use of narcotics, illegal drugs and 
premarital sexual behavior in Tanjung Morawa District, Deli Serdang Regency, North Sumatra Province, 
was conducted by Perdana (2016). In this study, of a total of 9,219 HIV / AIDS cases in North Sumatra 
province, Tanjung Morawa district was the district with the largest case of premarital sexual behavior in 
North Sumatra. 

In connection with the problem above, the Coordinating Ministry for People's Welfare (Kemenko 
Kesra) in 2010 actually issued a national policy on Nation Character Development, which is expected to be 
responded to by the Ministry of National Education. It is hoped that the policy is not just a discourse but an 
action plan in education programs throughout education units. However, unfortunately, the current 
learning model tends to emphasize theoretical by only focusing on the cognitive aspects so that the 
educational outcomes up to now have still drawn a lot of criticism because the ability to respond, tolerance, 
empathy, and self-control as one of the characters to be developed is still weak (Zamakhsari, et al., 2020). 
The curricular program has not yet specifically touched on the themes of national character development, 
which results in low personal skills. 

One environment that contributes to developing character education is the school. In research 
conducted by Suud, Madjid and Sutrisno (2019), schools are places where character education is formed 
and developed. Schools are not only a place to gain knowledge but also a place to shape and develop positive 
characters (Muwaga, et al., 2020). This is where the role as a teacher is very important so that a teacher 
must have confidence in himself that he is able to carry out their duties properly. 

With the increasing insistence on education reform in this country, quality teaching and teachers 
are a hot issue that must be addressed wisely. Teachers and schools are increasingly demanded to meet 
education standards. More specifically, in the context of education and schooling in Indonesia, the quality 
of teaching needs immediate attention. It has long been recognized that teaching efficacy is an important 
factor in the development of quality human resources and is even used as an indicator in determining the 
human development index (HDI) (Setiadi: 2007). 

According to Bandura (1977), one's belief in succeeding in carrying out a task or goal is also called 
self-efficacy. Self-efficacy of each person depends on the context and specific tasks, so that someone can be 
sure to do a task, but not sure of the other tasks. The teacher's self-efficacy is the belief that the teacher has 
that he is able to get students involved in teaching and learning activities, even though the student has 
difficulty or is less motivated to learn (Guskey & Passaro, 1984). 

The teacher's self-efficacy influences academic achievement, and student learning motivation, 
teacher teaching quality, teacher psychological well-being, teacher achievement, job satisfaction, and 
teacher work commitment (Zee & Koomen, 2016, Klassen & Chiu, 2010). So it can be concluded that the 
teacher's self-efficacy is a belief owned by the teacher that he is able to organize teaching and learning 
activities well that can affect academic achievement, and student motivation, teacher teaching quality, 
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teacher psychological well-being, teacher performance, job satisfaction, and teacher work commitments 
which is a predetermined educational goal. 

Previous studies have found that teacher efficacy is related to several demographic variables, such 
as age (Houkarnau & Sibley, 2010, Lee & Tsai, 2010 and Milson & Mehlig, 2002) and teaching experience 
(Lowe, 2013, Erawati, 2012, Lee & Tsau, 2010, Huang & Liu, 2007 and Campbell et al. 1996). Age, by 
definition, is the length of life that is from birth to the present. Determination of age is done by using a 
number of years. Meanwhile, teaching experience is anything that has been experienced in teaching with 
regard to a period of time. 

Age is often used as a cause of decreased performance of a person, psychomotor, and one's ability 
to understand. Maharani (2011) research results show that teachers aged 46-50 years and over have high 
efficacy compared to younger teachers. Ghanizadeh and Moafian (2011) also found that the older the 
teachers, the greater their beliefs about self-efficacy in a study of pedagogical success. But on the contrary, 
in a study conducted by Issom & Amelia (2015), the higher the age of a teacher, the lower the self-efficacy 
in teaching, especially learning using the 2013 curriculum. 

Teaching experience is essentially a summary of one's understanding of the things they experience 
in teaching, so that the experienced things have been mastered, both knowledge, skills and values that are 
united in him (Widayoko, 2005). The teacher's teaching experience can be measured by the number of 
years he teaches. In a study conducted by Johari, et al. (2009) states that teachers who have more than 
seven years of teaching experience have high efficacy in teaching in the classroom. Also, research conducted 
by Issom and Amelia (2015) also found that experience was influential in improving teacher teaching 
efficacy. 

In the context of the Islamic point of view, there needs to be an aspect of the teacher's religiosity, 
so that faith and devotion become the basis of self-confidence. One of them is religious character who 
believes in the example of the Prophet Muhammad's example of his attitude and behavior in daily life, such 
as honesty (Siddiq), trustworthy (amānah), communicating well (tablīg), and intelligent (faṭānah) (Suud et 
al., 2019). 

During the past three decades, the world of education in Indonesia has received new arrivals, the 
Integrated Islamic School (SIT). Integrated Islamic School (SIT) is one of the schools that is very focused on 
the formation and development of religious character. SIT is a school that combines general education and 
religious education into a curriculum in the organization of education. SIT applies the concept of Islamic 
education based on the Qur'an and Hadith . The emergence of SIT in the world of education in Indonesia 
seems to be welcomed positively by the people of Indonesia. This can be seen from the increasing number 
of SITs that have sprung up throughout Indonesia, especially in urban and sub-urban environments. 

The research conducted by Barni, Danioni and Benevene (2019) found that teacher religiosity 
drives their goals and behavior in school. The religious character of the teacher can support the subjective 
well-being and efficacy of the teacher's teaching (Khaidir&Suud, 2020). Teacher efficacy, namely teacher 
confidence in their ability to effectively handle assignments, obligations, and challenges related to their 
professional activities, plays a major role in influencing important academic outcomes (for example, 
student achievement and motivation) and student welfare in education. 

Based on the whole description above, the researchers found that the role of teachers in SIT was 
different from teachers in public schools. In addition, the importance of the teacher's self-efficacy in 
teaching is influenced by age, teaching experience and teacher religiosity. Therefore, this study was 
conducted to empirically examine the efficacy of teaching teachers in developing student character 
education, specifically relating to aspects of the demographic psychology of age, demographic psychology 
aspects of teaching experience (Suud, F. M, et al., 2020) and religious character as aspects of religiosity in 
the perspective of Islamic psychology in Integrated Islamic Schools in the province of North Sumatra with 
the title of the research "Efficacy of Teachers in Developing Character Education of Integrated Islamic 
School Students in North Sumatra". 

METHODS 

Research Design  

The research design carried out to determine the factors that influence the teaching efficacy of teachers in 
developing character education of Integrated Islamic Schools students in North Sumatra Province is a 
quantitative descriptive approach. Descriptive research is research that is intended to investigate 
situations, conditions, conditions or other things that have been mentioned, and the results will be 
presented in the form of research reports. In this descriptive study, the researcher did not add, manipulate 
or even change, the object or area of research, and the researcher only photographed the events that 
occurred in the object or region under study, then all events that have been photographed in the form of 



1434 |SALAMIAH SARI DEWI                                             The teacher efficacy in developing character education of integrated Islamic schools 

students in Indonesia   

research reports are straightforward, straightforward, as is without any exaggeration (Arikunto, 2010). 
Quantitative descriptive research, in this study, is explanatory research, namely research conducted to 
explain the causal relationship between variables through testing hypotheses that are formulated (often 
called explanatory research) (Sugiono, 2008).  

Subjects of the Research  

According to Arikunto (2006), research subjects are subjects that are intended to be investigated by 
researchers. Research subjects or respondents are people who are asked to provide information about a 
fact or opinion. So, the research subject is a source of information dug out to uncover facts in the field. The 
technique in taking subjects in this study was purposive sampling. Purposive sampling according to 
Sugiyono (2011) is a sampling technique with certain considerations. There were 739 research subjects 
who have filled out questionnaires (questionnaires) from 66 Integrated Islamic Primary Schools both those 
who have joined the Integrated Islamic Schools Network and those who have not joined the Integrated 
Islamic Schools Network in Indonesia which are spread across North Sumatra Province. 

Data Analysis Technique  

The data analysis technique used to discuss each problem in this study, the researcher used the Structural 
Equation Model, which is operated through the Moment of Structure Analysis Program. Structural Equation 
Model is a data analysis technique (statistical technique), which allows researchers to test a series of 
complex relationships simultaneously. The complex relationship can be built between one or more 
dependent variables with one or more independent variables. 

Requirements Analysis  

 

 
The articles need to be not published elsewhere previously. If the article has been presented at any seminar 
or conference, the name of the conference, the institution where it has been presented and the date of the 
presentation needs to be mentioned. The Journal is written in English. Thus, the articles need to be written 
in this language. The title of the article must be written in capital letters, using font size 11 and bold. One 
line space must be left after the title. The name and surname of the author(s), their title, and the institution 
they work for and its web site must be written. 

The Loading 

factor value of each indicator must have a value of ≥ 0.4. While the reliability of the measurement model is 
seen from the value of Construct Reliability (CR) and variance extraced (VE). The level of reliability of CR ≥ 
0.70 is acceptable for studies that are still exploratory. Another measure of reliability is variance extracted 
as a complement to variance extracted ≥ 0.5.  

Hypothesis  

a) Ha1: β1 ≠ 0; There is a significant influence between age on the level of teaching efficacy of teachers in 
developing the character education of Integrated Islamic School students in North Sumatra Province. 
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b) Ha2: β2 ≠ 0; There is a significant influence between experience on the level of teaching efficacy of 
teachers in developing the character education of students of Integrated Islamic Schools in North Sumatra 
Province. 
c) Ha3: β3 ≠ 0; There is a significant influence between experience on the level of teaching efficacy of 
teachers in developing the character education of students of Integrated Islamic Schools in North Sumatra 
Province. 

Goodness of fit 

Goodness of fit index Criteria, Chi-square The smaller the better, Normed Chi-square <2. Probability> 0.05, 
CFI > 0.95 or> 0.90, GFI > 0.95 or> 0.90, TLI > 0.95 or> 0.90 RMSEA > 0.05 with a tolerance 
of up to 0.08.   

RESULTS 

In the context of this study, the magnitude of the influence of the variables of age, length of teaching and 
religiosity. Meanwhile, the magnitude of the influence and research model that fits the data are shown in 
Figure 1. 
 Hypothesis 1: Age influences the efficacy of teaching 
  The analysis shows that age has an influence on the efficacy of teaching with beta 0.024 (p> 0.05). 
However, although increasing age can increase the efficacy of teaching teachers, the increase is not 
significant. In other words, age does not significantly influence the teaching efficacy of teachers. Thus, the 
first hypothesis in this study was rejected. 
  Hypothesis 2: Length of teaching has an effect on the efficacy of teaching 
  Based on Figure 1, the effect of teaching experience on teacher teaching efficacy is illustrated by the 
dotted arrow. This arrow indicates that the influence that exists or beta that is equal to 0.067 is not 
significant (p> 0.05). That is, teaching experience has no significant effect on the teaching efficacy of 
teachers. Thus, the second hypothesis in this study was rejected. 
Hypothesis 3: Religiosity influences the efficacy of teaching 
  Figure 1 shows that religiosity has an influence on the efficacy of teaching teachers with a beta of 
0.597 and a significance below 0.01. That is, an increase that occurs in teacher religiosity can improve their 
efficacy in teaching. In other words, religiosity has a significant positive effect on the teaching efficacy of 
teachers. Therefore, the third hypothesis in this study was accepted. 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

In various literature studies, character education becomes an important part of developing the nation's 
character through education. The character of the nation will be formed in accordance with the uniqueness 
and identity of the nation when the involvement of government structures provides a policy of the 
importance of all elements of society being actively involved. Therefore character education is needed in an 
era of openness. This term was popularized by Lickona. Lickona (1991) is the main originator of character 
education that believes in the existence of absolute morals, so absolute morals need to be taught to young 
people so that they understand exactly what is good and right. 
   Character education has a higher meaning than moral education, because it is not just teaching what 
is right and what is wrong. More than that character education instills habits (habits) about good things so 
that students become understand (cognitive) about what is good and wrong, able to feel (affective) good 
values and want to do it (psychomotor). As Aristotle said, the character is closely related to "habit" or habits 
that are continually practiced and practiced. 
  In Islam, the noble character of a Muslim can be seen from the personality of the Prophet 
Muhammad who had 4 well-known characters namely: Siddiq, Amanah, Fathonah and Tabligh. 1) Siddiq 
(honest) says true, one word, one deed, obey the principle, keep the promise, be independent, thankful, 
worship. 2) Trust (trustable, trustworthy) (Suud, 2019), responsible, disciplined, humble, sincere, fair, 
generous, and compassion. 3). Fathonah (smart), courage, obey the rules, work hard, be creative, be 
innovative, reasoning, be wise (wise). 4) Tabligh (reliable-communicative), self-confidence, respect for time, 
respect for the opinions of others and grace, caring, cooperation, mutual respect, tolerance, dare to take 
risks, happy (Bahiroh et al., 2019) to friendship Character education is a learning process that involves many 
components ( Masyhuri et al., 2020), one component in character education is the teacher. 
  In public schools or Islamic school, teachers are very important factors in developing the character 
of the younger generation. The ability of teachers to develop character education is closely related to the 
construct of teacher efficacy. Teacher efficacy is now a very important construct for understanding work 
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behavior (Bandura, 1997). Efficacy is a belief in a person for his ability to mobilize 'motivation, cognitive 
resources, actions needed to achieve the expected goals. 
  From the results of this survey generally shows that Integrated Islamic School teachers in North 
Sumatra Province have teaching efficacy that is influenced by aspects of age, teaching experience and 
religiosity that can ultimately develop character education in students. This is indicated by the influence of 
each aspect on the level of teacher efficacy. The first aspect is that age influences but does not significantly 
influence the teaching efficacy of teachers in developing student character education. This is consistent with 
Bandura's (1994) findings that age does not correlate significantly with a person's efficacy because 
everyone varies greatly in how they live their lives effectively. Hoy and Tschannen-Moran (2007) in their 
research concluded that there was no significant difference between the efficacy of teaching and age in 
potential sources. 
 Furthermore, Voris (2011) analyzes the role of teacher efficacy on job satisfaction, age, and other 
demographic variables in education teachers, especially at the beginning of their careers. His findings 
showed no significant difference in the level of special efficacy of education teachers when analyzed by age. 
Bandura (1994) recognizes that age does not play a role in efficacy, but his research shows that there are 
significant changes in self-efficacy in people according to their age stages with the phases of their lives and 
how they handle situations that arise during these phases. For example when a new child is born, then there 
is no efficacy in him, until he grows even greater along with the increasing efficacy according to age and 
intellectual. When someone enters old age, their efficacy may decrease due to decreased ability in 
themselves such as memory performance. Long life periods bring big changes to life such as retirement, 
relocation, and even the loss of a friend or spouse. Every life period produces a new set of challenges. 
Successes and failures during these periods shape a person's self-efficacy and cause him to increase or 
decrease simultaneously. 
 In the second aspect, namely teaching experience, there is also no significant effect on the teaching 
efficacy of teachers. This is consistent with the findings of Mahfooz ul Haq and Mumtaz Akhtar (2013) and 
Maolosi (2013) in a separate study they found teaching experience could influence teacher efficacy in 
engaging students and teaching strategies because they became less motivated because of teaching time 
and fatigue. Research conducted by Knobloch (2006) shows that although being a beginner teacher has 
lower teaching efficacy in general, student teachers actually enter the teaching profession phase with an 
increasing level of efficacy due to the teaching experience gained during learning in higher education. 
Blackburn & Robinson (2008) state that a large amount of research shows that novice teachers actually 
show a high level of self-efficacy in teaching the first few years of teaching. 
   The research conducted by Klassen and Chiu (2010) shows that teachers increase the efficacy of 
teaching through the early years and into the middle years of their teaching career but have decreased the 
efficacy of teaching due to entering the last stage of their teaching career. Gu & Day (2007) produced 
findings similar to those found. That the majority of teachers in mid-career experience increases in 
motivation and commitment, whereas teachers who later in their careers experience a decrease in 
motivation and commitment in the later stages of a career, thereby reducing self-efficacy. 
  There are various difficulties and doubts arising when trying to understand conflicting research 
regarding self-efficacy in teaching and the effects experienced as experience in the teacher's role for 
teaching. Bandura believes that the efficacy of teaching a teacher may not be uniform from the beginning to 
the end of his career (Bandura, 1997). Therefore, according to Klassen & Chiu (2010), the efficacy of teaching 
may change during a career caused by life events and career challenges. Self-efficacy is not static and does 
not reflect a lifelong process of development that changes according to circumstances (Gu, Q & Day, 2007). 
 Then in the third aspect, religiosity. In contrast to the demographic aspects of age and experience, 
the aspect of religiosity shows a significant influence on the teaching efficacy of teachers in developing the 
character education of SDIT students in North Sumatra Province. Basically religiosity (religious character) 
is believed to be a model that is able to contribute in improving the self-efficacy of teachers in developing 
student character education. If the religiosity is high, it will affect the efficacy in teaching so that positive 
attitudes and strong influences are formed in shaping the character of students. Vice versa, low religiosity 
affects the teaching efficacy of teachers too low so that attitudes formed in themselves cannot be a good 
example for students in developing their positive character (Khan, 2010). 
   Based on the explanation above, religiosity is a determinant factor to be used as a model. In view of 
Social Learning Theory, a psychologist in the United States of America (Stanford University) Albert Bandura 
(1977), examines carefully the imitation events carried out by humans. Bandura through his research 
conducted a very famous experiment is the Bobo Doll experiment that shows children imitate such negative 
(aggressive) and positive (affectionate) behavior from the adults around them. This modeling can be a very 
important and powerful part of the process of character education and learning. 
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Nevertheless, Bandura's theory has limitations in choosing or determining the ideal figure model. 
In the view of Islamic education learning through modeling is not something new more than 14 centuries 
ago, Islam has the power of a model figure that is the Prophet Muhammad who is the best example (uswah 
hasanah) to serve as an example of behavior in all his circumstances, except in the laws that are specific to 
him alone 

CONCLUSION 

Based on research that has been done, there is no significant influence of age and experience on the teaching 
efficacy of teachers in developing character education for students of Integrated Islamic Elementary Schools 
in North Sumatra Province. This proves that the higher age of the teacher does not significantly influence 
the higher efficacy of their teaching. The findings of this study contradict the hypothesis set by researchers. 
It also shows that the higher teacher experience does not significantly influence their teaching efficacy. The 
findings of this study also contradict the hypothesis that researchers set. However, in the aspect of 
religiosity, there is a significant influence of religiosity on the efficacy of teaching teachers in developing the 
character education of Integrated Islamic Elementary School students in North Sumatra. Statistically, 
religiosity shows a significant influence on the efficacy of teaching. This shows that the higher the level of 
teacher religiosity, the higher the teaching efficacy in developing the character education of Integrated 
Islamic School students in North Sumatra Province. The findings of this study are in accordance with the 
hypothesis that researchers set. 
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