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ABSTRCT  

Well defined and futuristic education policy is essential for a country at school and college 

levels due to the reason that education leads to economic and social progress. Different 

countries adopt different education systems by considering the tradition and culture and 

adopt different stages during their life cycle at school and college education levels to make 

it effective. Recently Government of India announced its new Education policy which is 

based on the recommendations by an expert committee headed by Dr. Kasturirangan, 

Former chairman of the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). This paper highlights 

on various policies announced in the higher education system and compare them with the 

currently adopted system. Various innovations and predicted implications of NEP 2020 on 

the Indian higher education system along with its merits are discussed. Finally, some 

suggestions are proposed for its effective implementation towards achieving its objectives.  

KEYWORDS : Higher education, National education policy 2020, NEP-2020, Overview 

& analysis, Implementation strategies, Predicted implications, Predicted 

impediments & merits 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Education is fundamental for achieving full human potential, developing an equitable and 

just society, and promoting national development. Providing universal access to quality 

education is the key to India’s continued ascent, and leadership on the global stage in terms 

of economic growth, social justice and equality, scientific advancement, national 

integration, and cultural preservation. Universal high-quality education is the best way 

forward for developing and maximizing our country's rich talents and resources for the 

good of the individual, the society, the country, and the world. India will have the highest 

population of young people in the world over the next decade, and our ability to provide 

high-quality educational opportunities to them will determine the future of our country. 

The global education development agenda reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by India in 2015 - seeks to “ensure inclusive 
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and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 

2030. Such a lofty goal will require the entire education system to be reconfigured to 

support and foster learning, so that all of the critical targets and goals (SDGs) of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development can be achieved. The world is undergoing rapid 

changes in the knowledge landscape. With various dramatic scientific and technological 

advances, such as the rise of big data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence, many 

unskilled jobs worldwide may be taken over by machines, while the need for a skilled 

workforce, particularly involving mathematics, computer science, and data science, in 

conjunction with multidisciplinary abilities across the sciences, social sciences, and 

humanities, will be increasingly in greater demand. With climate change, increasing 

pollution, and depleting natural resources, there will be a sizeable shift in how we meet the 

world’s energy, water, food, and sanitation needs, again resulting in the need for new 

skilled labour, particularly in biology, chemistry, physics, agriculture, climate science, and 

social science. The growing emergence of epidemics and pandemics will also call for 

collaborative research in infectious disease management and development of vaccines and 

the resultant social issues heightens the need for multidisciplinary learning. There will be a 

growing demand for humanities and art, as India moves towards becoming a developed 

country as well as among the three largest economies in the world. Indeed, with the quickly 

changing employment landscape and global ecosystem, it is becoming increasingly critical 

that children not only learn, but more importantly learn how to learn. Education thus, must 

move towards less content, and more towards learning about how to think critically and 

solve problems, how to be creative and multidisciplinary, and how to innovate, adapt, and 

absorb new material in novel and changing fields. Pedagogy must evolve to make education 

more experiential, holistic, integrated, inquiry-driven, discovery-oriented, learner-centred, 

discussion-based, flexible, and, of course, enjoyable. The curriculum must include basic 

arts, crafts, humanities, games, sports and fitness, languages, literature, culture, and values, 

in addition to science and mathematics, to develop all aspects and capabilities of learners; 

and make education more well-rounded, useful, and fulfilling to the learner. Education 

must build character, enable learners to be ethical, rational, compassionate, and caring, 

while at the same time prepare them for gainful, fulfilling employment. The gap between 

the current state of learning outcomes and what is required must be bridged through 

undertaking major reforms that bring the highest quality, equity, and integrity into the 

system, from early childhood care and education through higher education. The aim must 

be for India to have an education system by 2040 that is second to none, with equitable 

access to the highest-quality education for all learners regardless of social or economic 

background. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY : 

The National Education policy 2020 has many initiatives to improve the quality and the 

broadness of the education system in India. The objectives of this study on National 

Education Policy 2020 are :  

(1) To highlights and overview the policies of the newly accepted higher education system 

(NEP 2020  

(2) To compare National Education Policy 2020 with the currently adopted policy in India  

(3) To identify the innovations in new national higher education policy 2020.  

(4) To predict the implications of NEP 2020 on the Indian higher education system.  

(5) To discuss the merits of Higher Education Policies of NEP 2020.  

(6) Suggestions for further improvements for the effective implementation of NEP 2020 to 

realize its goal. 

METHODOLOGY: 

The methodology consists of a conceptual discussion on highlighting the gist of the national 

educational policy framework, highlighting various sections of the policy of NEP 2020 and 

comparing it with currently adopted education policy. Identifying the innovations made 

using the focus group discussion method. The implications of the policy are analysed using 

the predictive analysis technique. Many suggestions are given based on Focus group 

analysis. 

PREVIOUS POLICIES  

The implementation of previous policies on education has focused largely on issues of 

access and equity. The unfinished agenda of the National Policy on Education 1986, 

modified in 1992 (NPE 1986/92), is appropriately dealt with in this Policy. A major 

development since the last Policy of 1986/92 has been the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act 2009 which laid down legal underpinnings for achieving 

universal elementary education. 

THE VISION OF THIS POLICY 

 This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that 

contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and 

vibrant knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to all, and thereby making 

India a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and 

pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect 

towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, 

and a conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing world. The 
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vision of the Policy is to instill among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not 

only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, 

skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights, 

sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global 

citizen. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION:  

The Foundation of Learning. Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs 

prior to the age of 6, indicating the critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation 

of the brain in the early years in order to ensure healthy brain development and growth. 

Presently, quality ECCE is not available to crores of young children, particularly children 

from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Strong investment in ECCE has the 

potential to give all young children such access, enabling them to participate and flourish in 

the educational system throughout their lives. Universal provisioning of quality early 

childhood development, care, and education must thus be achieved as soon as possible, and 

no later than 2030, to ensure that all students entering Grade 1 are school ready. ECCE 

ideally consists of flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based, activity-based, and 

inquiry-based learning, comprising of alphabets, languages, numbers, counting, colours, 

shapes, indoor and outdoor play, puzzles and logical thinking, problem-solving, drawing, 

painting and other visual art, craft, drama and puppetry, music and movement. It also 

includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork, and cooperation. The overall aim of 

ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of: physical and motor 

development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, 

cultural/artistic development, and the development of communication and early language, 

literacy, and numeracy. A National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early 

Childhood Care and Education (NCPFECCE) for children up to the age of 8 will be 

developed by NCERT in two parts, namely, a sub-framework for 0-3 year-olds, and a sub-

framework for 3-8 year-olds, aligned with the above guidelines, the latest research on 

ECCE, and national and international best practices. In particular, the numerous rich local 

traditions of India developed over millennia in ECCE involving art, stories, poetry, games, 

songs, and more, will also be suitably incorporated. The framework will serve as a guide 

both for parents and for early childhood care and education institutions. The overarching 

goal will be to ensure universal access to high-quality ECCE across the country in a phased 

manner. Special attention and priority will be given to districts and locations that are 

particularly socio-economically disadvantaged. ECCE shall be delivered through a 

significantly expanded and strengthened system of early-childhood education institutions 

consisting of  

(a) standalone Anganwadis; 
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(b) Anganwadis co-located with primary schools;  

(c) pre-primary schools/sections covering at least age 5 to 6 years co-located with existing 

primary schools; and  

(d) stand-alone pre-schools - all of which would recruit workers/teachers specially trained 

in the curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE. 

FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY AND NUMERACY: 

An Urgent & Necessary Prerequisite to Learning 2.1. The ability to read and write, and 

perform basic operations with numbers, is a necessary foundation and an indispensable 

prerequisite for all future schooling and lifelong learning. However, various governmental, 

as well as non-governmental surveys, indicate that we are currently in a learning crisis: a 

large proportion of students currently in elementary school - estimated to be over 5 crore 

in number - have not attained foundational literacy and numeracy, i.e., the ability to read 

and comprehend basic text and the ability to carry out basic addition and subtraction with 

Indian numerals. 2.2. Attaining foundational literacy and numeracy for all children will thus 

become an urgent national mission, with immediate measures to be taken on many fronts 

and with clear goals that will be attained in the short term (including that every student 

will attain foundational literacy and numeracy by Grade 3). The highest priority of the 

education system will be to achieve universal foundational literacy and numeracy in 

primary school by 2025. The rest of this Policy will become relevant for our students only if 

this most basic learning requirement (i.e., reading, writing, and arithmetic at the 

foundational level) is first achieved. To this end, a National Mission on Foundational 

Literacy and Numeracy will be set up by the Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD) on priority. Accordingly, all State/UT governments will immediately prepare an 

implementation plan for attaining universal foundational literacy and numeracy in all 

primary schools, identifying stage-wise targets and goals to be achieved by 2025, and 

closely tracking and monitoring progress of the same. 

CURTAILING DROPOUT RATES AND ENSURING UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO EDUCATION 

AT ALL LEVELS. 

One of the primary goals of the schooling system must be to ensure that children are 

enrolled in and are attending school. Through initiatives such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(now the Samagra Shiksha) and the Right to Education Act, India has made remarkable 

strides in recent years in attaining near-universal enrolment in elementary education. 

However, the data for later grades indicates some serious issues in retaining children in the 

schooling system. The GER for Grades 6-8 was 90.9%, while for Grades 9-10 and 11-12 it 

was only 79.3% and 56.5%, respectively - indicating that a significant proportion of 

enrolled students drop out after Grade 5 and especially after Grade 8. As per the 75th 
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round household survey by NSSO in 2017-18, the number of out of school children in the 

age group of 6 to 17 years is 3.22 crore. It will be a top priority to bring these children back 

into the educational fold as early as possible, and to prevent further students from 

dropping out, with a goal to achieve 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio in preschool to 

secondary level by 2030. A concerted national effort will be made to ensure universal 

access and afford opportunity to all children of the country to obtain quality holistic 

education–including vocational education - from pre-school to Grade 12. There are two 

overall initiatives that will be undertaken to bring children who have dropped out back to 

school and to prevent further children from dropping out. The first is to provide effective 

and sufficient infrastructure so that all students have access to safe and engaging school 

education at all levels from pre-primary school to Grade 12. Besides providing regular 

trained teachers at each stage, special care shall be taken to ensure that no school remains 

deficient on infrastructure support. The credibility of Government schools shall be re-

established and this will be attained by upgrading and enlarging the schools that already 

exist, building additional quality schools in areas where they do not exist, and providing 

safe and practical conveyances and/or hostels, especially for the girl children, so that all 

children have the opportunity to attend a quality school and learn at the appropriate level. 

Alternative and innovative education centres will be put in place in cooperation with civil 

society to ensure that children of migrant labourers, and other children who are dropping 

out of school due to various circumstances are brought back into mainstream education. 

The second is to achieve universal participation in school by carefully tracking students, as 

well as their learning levels, in order to ensure that they  

(a) are enrolled in and attending school, and  

(b) have suitable opportunities to catch up and re-enter school in case they have fallen 

behind or dropped out. For providing equitable and quality education from the 

Foundational Stage through Grade 12 to all children up to the age of 18, suitable facilitating 

systems shall be put in place. Counsellors or welltrained social workers connected to 

schools/school complexes and teachers will continuously work with students and their 

parents and will travel through and engage with communities to ensure that all school-age 

children are attending and learning in school. Trained and qualified social workers from 

civil society organizations/departments of Social Justice and Empowerment and 

government functionaries dealing with empowerment of Persons with Disabilities at the 

State and district level, could be connected to schools, through various innovative 

mechanisms adopted by State/UT Governments, to help in carrying out this important 

work. 
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CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY IN SCHOOLS: 

 Learning Should be Holistic, Integrated, Enjoyable, and Engaging Restructuring school 

curriculum and pedagogy in a new 5+3+3+4 design 

1-The curricular and pedagogical structure of school education will be reconfigured to 

make it responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners at 

different stages of their development, corresponding to the age ranges of 3-8, 8-11, 11-14, 

and 14-18 years, respectively. The curricular and pedagogical structure and the curricular 

framework for school education will therefore be guided by a 5+3+3+4 design, consisting 

of the Foundational Stage (in two parts, that is, 3 years of Anganwadi/pre-school + 2 years 

in primary school in Grades 1-2; both together covering ages 3-8), Preparatory Stage 

(Grades 3-5, covering ages 8-11), Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14), and 

Secondary Stage (Grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e., 9 and 10 in the first and 11 and 12 in the 

second, covering ages 14-18).  

2.The Foundational Stage will consist of five years of flexible, multilevel, play/activity-

based learning and the curriculum and pedagogy of ECCE as mentioned in para 1.2. The 

Preparatory Stage will comprise three years of education building on the play, discovery, 

and activity-based pedagogical and curricular style of the Foundational Stage, and will also 

begin to incorporate some light text books as well as aspects of more formal but interactive 

classroom learning, in order to lay a solid groundwork across subjects, including reading, 

writing, speaking, physical education, art, languages, science, and mathematics. The Middle 

Stage will comprise three years of education, building on the pedagogical and curricular 

style of the Preparatory Stage, but with the introduction of subject teachers for learning 

and discussion of the more abstract concepts in each subject that students will be ready for 

at this stage across the sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities. 

Experiential learning within each subject, and explorations of relations among different 

subjects, will be encouraged and emphasized despite the introduction of more specialized 

subjects and subject teachers. The Secondary Stage will comprise of four years of 

multidisciplinary study, building on the subject-oriented pedagogical and curricular style of 

the Middle Stage, but with greater depth, greater critical thinking, greater attention to life 

aspirations, and greater flexibility and student choice of subjects. In particular students 

would continue to have the option of exiting after Grade 10 National Education Policy 2020 

12 and re-entering in the next phase to pursue vocational or any other courses available in 

Grades 11- 12, including at a more specialized school, if so desired. 4.3. The above-

described stages are purely curricular and pedagogical, designed to optimize learning for 

students based on the cognitive development of children; they will inform the development 

of National and State curricula and teaching-learning strategies at each stage, but parallel 

changes to physical infrastructure will not be required. 
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EMPOWER STUDENTS THROUGH FLEXIBILITY IN COURSE CHOICES. 

Students will be given increased flexibility and choice of subjects to study, particularly in 

secondary school - including subjects in physical education, the arts and crafts, and 

vocational skills – so that they can design their own paths of study and life plans. Holistic 

development and a wide choice of subjects and courses year to year will be the new 

distinguishing feature of secondary school education. There will be no hard separation 

among ‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular ’, or ‘co-curricular’, among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and ‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or ‘academic’ streams. Subjects such as physical 

education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills, in addition to science, humanities, and 

mathematics, will be incorporated throughout the school curriculum, with a consideration 

for what is interesting and safe at each age. 4.10. Each of the four stages of school 

education, in accordance with what may be possible in different regions, may consider 

moving towards a semester or any other system that allows the inclusion of shorter 

modules, or courses that are taught on alternate days, in order to allow an exposure to 

more subjects and enable greater flexibility. States may look into innovative methods to 

achieve these aims of greater flexibility and exposure to and enjoyment of a wider range of 

subjects, including across the arts, sciences, humanities, languages, sports, and vocational 

subjects 

MULTILINGUALISM AND THE POWER OF LANGUAGE  

It is well understood that young children learn and grasp nontrivial concepts more quickly 

in their home language/mother tongue. Home language is usually the same language as the 

mother tongue or that which is spoken by local communities. However, at times in multi-

lingual families, there can be a home language spoken by other family members which may 

sometimes be different from mother tongue or local language. Wherever possible, the 

medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond, will be 

the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional language. Thereafter, the 

home/local language shall continue to be taught as a language wherever possible. This will 

be followed by both public and private schools. High-quality textbooks, including in 

science, will be made available in home languages/mother tongue. All efforts will be made 

early on to ensure that any gaps that exist between the language spoken by the child and 

the medium of teaching are bridged. In cases where home language/mother tongue 

textbook material is not available, the language of transaction between teachers and 

students will still remain the home language/mother tongue wherever possible. Teachers 

will be encouraged to use a bilingual approach, including bilingual teaching-learning 

materials, with those students whose home language may be different from the medium of 

instruction. All languages will be taught with high quality to all students; a language does 

not need to be the medium of instruction for it to be taught and learned well. 
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CURRICULAR INTEGRATION OF ESSENTIAL SUBJECTS, SKILLS, AND CAPACITIES. 

While students must have a large amount of flexibility in choosing their individual 

curricula, certain subjects, skills, and capacities should be learned by all students to 

become good, successful, innovative, adaptable, and productive human beings in today ’s 

rapidly changing world. In addition to proficiency in languages, these skills include: 

scientific temper and evidence-based thinking; creativity and innovativeness; sense of 

aesthetics and art; oral and written communication; health and nutrition; physical 

education, fitness, wellness, and sports; collaboration and teamwork; problem solving and 

logical reasoning; vocational exposure and skills; digital literacy, coding, and computational 

thinking; ethical and moral reasoning; knowledge and practice of human and Constitutional 

values; gender sensitivity; Fundamental Duties; citizenship skills and values; knowledge of 

India; environmental awareness including water and resource conservation, sanitation and 

hygiene; and current affairs and knowledge of critical issues facing local communities, 

States, the country, and the world. 4.24. Concerted curricular and pedagogical initiatives, 

including the introduction of contemporary subjects such as Artificial Intelligence, Design 

Thinking, Holistic Health, Organic Living, Environmental Education, Global Citizenship 

Education (GCED), etc. at relevant stages will be undertaken to develop these various 

important skills in students at all levels. 

TRANSFORMING ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENT DEVELOPMENT  

The aim of assessment in the culture of our schooling system will shift from one that is 

summative and primarily tests rote memorization skills to one that is more regular and 

formative, is more competency-based, promotes learning and development for our 

students, and tests higher-order skills, such as analysis, critical thinking, and conceptual 

clarity. The primary purpose of assessment will indeed be for learning; it will help the 

teacher and student, and the entire schooling system, continuously revise teaching-learning 

processes to optimize learning and development for all students. This will be the 

underlying principle for assessment at all levels of education. 4.35. The progress card of all 

students for school-based assessment, which is communicated by schools to parents, will 

be completely redesigned by States/UTs under guidance from the proposed National 

Assessment Centre, NCERT, and SCERTs. The progress card will be a holistic, 360-degree, 

multidimensional report that reflects in great detail the progress as well as the uniqueness 

of each National Education Policy 2020 18 learner in the cognitive, affective, and 

psychomotor domains. It will include self-assessment and peer assessment, and progress of 

the child in project-based and inquiry-based learning, quizzes, role plays, group work, 

portfolios, etc., along with teacher assessment. The holistic progress card will form an 

important link between home and school and will be accompanied by parent-teacher 

meetings in order to actively involve parents in their children’s holistic education and 

development. The progress card would also provide teachers and parents with valuable 
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information on how to support each student in and out of the classroom. AI-based software 

could be developed and used by students to help track their growth through their school 

years based on learning data and interactive questionnaires for parents, students, and 

teachers, in order to provide students with valuable information on their strengths, areas 

of interest, and needed areas of focus, and to thereby help them make optimal career 

choices. 

TEACHERS 

Teachers truly shape the future of our children - and, therefore, the future of our nation. It 

is because of this noblest role that the teacher in India was the most respected member of 

society. Only the very best and most learned became teachers. Society gave teachers, or 

gurus, what they needed to pass on their knowledge, skills, and ethics optimally to 

students. The quality of teacher education, recruitment, deployment, service conditions, 

and empowerment of teachers is not where it should be, and consequently the quality and 

motivation of teachers does not reach the desired standards. The high respect for teachers 

and the high status of the teaching profession must be restored so as to inspire the best to 

enter the teaching profession. The motivation and empowerment of teachers is required to 

ensure the best possible future for our children and our nation. 

RECRUITMENT AND DEPLOYMENT 

To ensure that outstanding students enter the teaching profession - especially from rural 

areas - a large number of merit-based scholarships shall be instituted across the country 

for studying quality 4- year integrated B.Ed. programmes. In rural areas, special merit-

based scholarships will be established that also include preferential employment in their 

local areas upon successful completion of their B.Ed. programmes. Such scholarships will 

provide local job opportunities to local students, especially female students, so that these 

students serve as local-area role models and as highly qualified teachers who speak the 

local language. Incentives will be provided for teachers to take up teaching jobs in rural 

areas, especially in areas that are currently facing acute shortage of quality teachers. A key 

incentive for teaching in rural schools will be the provision of local housing near or on the 

school premises or increased housing allowances. 5.3. The harmful practice of excessive 

teacher transfers will be halted, so that students have continuity in their role models and 

educational environments. Transfers will occur in very special circumstances, as suitably 

laid down in a structured manner by State/UT governments. Furthermore, transfers will be 

conducted through an online computerized system that ensures transparency. 5.4. Teacher 

Eligibility Tests (TETs) will be strengthened to inculcate better test material, both in terms 

of content and pedagogy. The TETs will also be extended to cover teachers across all stages 

(Foundational, Preparatory, Middle and Secondary) of school education. For subject 

teachers, suitable TET or NTA test scores in the corresponding subjects will also be taken 
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into account for recruitment. To gauge passion and motivation for teaching, a classroom 

demonstration or interview will become an integral part of teacher hiring at schools and 

school complexes. These interviews would also be used to assess comfort and proficiency 

in teaching in the local language, so that every school/school complex has at least some 

teachers who can converse with students in the local language and other prevalent home 

languages of students. Teachers in private schools also must have qualified similarly 

through TET, a demonstration/interview, and knowledge of local language(s). 

CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CPD)  

Teachers will be given continuous opportunities for self-improvement and to learn the 

latest innovations and advances in their professions. These will be offered in multiple 

modes, including in the form of local, regional, state, national, and international workshops 

as well as online teacher development modules. Platforms (especially online platforms) 

will be developed so that teachers may share ideas and best practices. Each teacher will be 

expected to participate in at least 50 hours of CPD opportunities every year for their own 

professional development, driven by their own interests. CPD opportunities will, in 

particular, systematically cover the latest pedagogies regarding foundational literacy and 

numeracy, formative and adaptive assessment of learning outcomes, competency-based 

learning, and related pedagogies, such as experiential learning, arts-integrated, sports-

integrated, and storytelling-based approaches, etc. 5.16. School Principals and school 

complex leaders will have similar modular leadership/management workshops and online 

development opportunities and platforms to continuously improve their own leadership 

and management skills, and so that they too may share best practices with each other. Such 

leaders will also be expected to participate in 50 hours or more of CPD modules per year, 

covering leadership and management, as well as content and pedagogy with a focus on 

preparing and implementing pedagogical plans based on competency-based education. 

SPECIAL EDUCATORS 

There is an urgent need for additional special educators for certain areas of school 

education. Some examples of such specialist requirements include subject teaching for 

children with disabilities/Divyang children at the Middle and Secondary school level, 

including teaching for specific learning disabilities. Such teachers would require not only 

subject-teaching knowledge and understanding of subject-related aims of education, but 

also the relevant skills for understanding of special requirements of children. Therefore, 

such areas could be developed as secondary specializations for subject teachers or 

generalist teachers, during or after pre-service teacher preparation. They will be offered as 

certificate courses, in the pre-service as well as in-service mode, either full time or as part-

time/blended courses - again, necessarily, at multidisciplinary colleges or universities. 
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Greater synergy will be enabled between the course curriculum of NCTE and RCI to ensure 

adequate availability of qualified special educators who can handle subject teaching as well. 

EFFICIENT RESOURCING AND EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE THROUGH SCHOOL 

COMPLEXES/CLUSTERs.  

While the establishment of primary schools in every habitation across the country-driven 

by the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), now subsumed under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme 

and other important efforts across the States - has helped to ensure near-universal access 

to primary schools, it has also led to the development of numerous very small schools. 

According to U-DISE 2016–17 data, nearly 28% of India’s public primary schools and 

14.8% of India ’s upper primary schools have less than 30 students. The average number of 

students per grade in the elementary schooling system (primary and upper primary, i.e., 

Grades 1–8) is about 14, with a notable proportion having below 6; during the year 2016–
17, there were 1,08,017 single-teacher schools, the majority of them (85743 ) being 

primary schools serving Grades 1–5. 7.2. These small school sizes have rendered it 

economically suboptimal and operationally complex to run good schools, in terms of 

deployment of teachers as well as the provision of critical physical resources. Teachers 

often teach multiple grades at a time, and teach multiple subjects, including subjects in 

which they may have no prior background; key areas such as music, arts, and sports are too 

often simply not taught; and physical resources, such as lab and sports equipment and 

library books, are simply not available across schools. 7.3. The isolation of small schools 

also has a negative effect on education and the teaching-learning process. Teachers 

function best in communities and teams, and so do students. Small schools also present a 

systemic challenge for governance and management. The geographical dispersion, 

challenging access conditions, and the very large numbers of schools make it difficult to 

reach all schools equally. Administrative structures have not been aligned with the 

increases in the number of school or with the unified structure of the Samagra Shiksha 

Scheme. 

ONLINE AND DIGITAL EDUCATION: ENSURING EQUITABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY  

1.New circumstances and realities require new initiatives. The recent rise in epidemics and 

pandemics necessitates that we are ready with alternative modes of quality education 

whenever and wherever traditional and in-person modes of education are not possible. In 

this regard, the National Education Policy 2020 recognizes the importance of leveraging the 

advantages of technology while acknowledging its potential risks and dangers. It calls for 

carefully designed and appropriately scaled pilot studies to determine how the benefits of 

online/digital education can be reaped while addressing or mitigating the downsides. In 

the meantime, the existing digital platforms and ongoing ICT-based educational initiatives 
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must be optimized and expanded to meet the current and future challenges in providing 

quality education for all. 

2.However, the benefits of online/digital education cannot be leveraged unless the digital 

divide is eliminated through concerted efforts, such as the Digital India campaign and the 

availability of affordable computing devices. It is important that the use of technology for 

online and digital education adequately addresses concerns of equity.  

3.Teachers require suitable training and development to be effective online educators. It 

cannot be assumed that a good teacher in a traditional classroom will automatically be a 

good teacher in an online classroom. Aside from changes required in pedagogy, online 

assessments also require a National Education Policy 2020 59 different approach. There 

are numerous challenges to conducting online examinations at scale, including limitations 

on the types of questions that can be asked in an online environment, handling network 

and power disruptions, and preventing unethical practices. Certain types of 

courses/subjects, such as performing arts and science practical have limitations in the 

online/digital education space, which can be overcome to a partial extent with innovative 

measures. Further, unless online education is blended with experiential and activity-based 

learning, it will tend to become a screen-based education with limited focus on the social, 

affective and psychomotor dimensions of learning. 

4.Given the emergence of digital technologies and the emerging importance of leveraging 

technology for teaching-learning at all levels from school to higher education, this Policy 

recommends the following key initiatives: 

CONCLUSION : 

Higher education is an important aspect in deciding the economy, social status, technology 

adoption, and healthy human behaviour in every country. Improving GER to include every 

citizen of the country in higher education offerings is the responsibility of the education 

department of the country government. National Education Policy of India 2020 is 

marching towards achieving such objective by making innovative policies to improve the 

quality, attractiveness, affordability, and increasing the supply by opening up the higher 

education for the private sector and at the same time with strict controls to maintain 

quality in every higher education institution. By encouraging merit-based admissions with 

free-ships & scholarships, merit & research based continuous performers as faculty 

members, and merit based proven leaders in regulating bodies, and strict monitoring of 

quality through biennial accreditation based on self-declaration of progress through 

technology-based monitoring, NEP-2020 is expected to fulfill its objectives by 2030. All 

higher education institutions with current nomenclature of affiliated colleges will expand 

as multi-disciplinary autonomous colleges with degree giving power in their name or 

becomes constituent colleges of their affiliated universities. An impartial agency National 
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Research Foundation will fund for innovative projects in priority research areas of basic 

sciences, applied sciences, and social sciences & humanities. HE system will transform itself 

as student centric with the freedom to choose core and allied subjects within a discipline 

and across disciplines. Faculty members also get autonomy to choose curriculum, 

methodology, pedagogy and evaluation models within the given policy framework. These 

transformations will start from the academic year 2021-22 and will continue until the year 

2030 where the first level of transformation is expected to visible. Hence, the Indian higher 

education system is moving from teacher centric to student centric, information centric to 

knowledge centric, marks centric to skills centric, examination centric to experimental 

centric, learning centric to research centric, and choice centric to competency centric.  
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