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Abstract- Nations with high values provide the means to preserve their cultural heritage even in its incomplete form
so that the great deeds of their forefathers can be a source of inspiration, encouragement and positive impact for
them. But when there is a shortcoming in this matter, it causes chaos in national security and the great monuments
are buried forever. One such example is the Masjid Akbarabadi Begum (Year of Construction 1060 AH/1650 AD)
which is considered as one of the finest buildings of Mughal style of its time and it was sacrificed twice in history,
once in 1857 and secondly in 2012.
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L INTRODUCTION

Nations with high values provide the means to preserve their cultural heritage even in its incomplete
form so that the great deeds of their forefathers can be a source of inspiration, encouragement and
positive impact for them. But when there is a shortcoming in this matter, it causes chaos in national
security and the great monuments are buried forever. One such example is the Masjid Akbarabadi Begum
(Year of Construction 1060 AH/1650 AD) which is considered as one of the finest buildings of Mughal
style of its time and it was sacrificed twice in history, once in 1857 and secondly in 2012.

On April 6, the Delhi MunicipalRail Corporation approved the allotment of land at Delhi's Nitaji Subhash
Park near Lal Qila to the Delhi Metro Train for the excavation of an underground Metro train. During the
excavation of DMRC, the employees of Delhi Metro Rail Corporation found some medieval remains buried
in the ground. It can be said with certainty that these are the ruins of the Mosque of Akbarabadi Mahal.,
the wife of Emperor Shah Jahan. There are building materials, utensils and other items that were found
during the excavation. The discovery sparked excitement among local Muslims. People firmly believe that
generation after generation of Muslim children have been instructed not to walk around the area wearing
shoes. This supports this traditional belief. Muslims began praying at the site of the remains and
rebuilding a mosque on the site. Excavations for the underground construction of the Delhi Metro were
halted at the request of Muslims and local MLA Shoaib Igbal out of respect for religious sites, and Muslims
also expressed their desire to work in protected heritage areas. Construction rules should be followed
and the metro route should be changed.

But the court issued the orders to North Delhi Municipal Rail Corporationto give that place to
Archeological Survey of Indiato prove this conclusively that these are really the remains of Akbarabadi
Mosque. At the same time, the reconstruction of the mosque was stopped and all work except prayers was
banned at that place.But the archeology department said they would start excavations here only after the
monsoon and furthermore said that ASIshould also have the protection of a heavy contingent of police.

On July 30, 2012, the Delhi High Court directed the North Delhi Municipal Rail Corporation to demolish
the illegal structures and deploy a heavy contingent of police to maintain order on request of
Archaeological Survey of India.

According to the report, investigations are underway to determine the exact location of the ruins, but on
July 5, the Delhi High Court banned any construction or religious activity on the site, arguing that it was
not yet clear if the site was belonged to an ancient mosque and it has been a century since any religious
activity took place at this place.

After various court proceedings, it was finally decided to take an alternative route in the excavation of the
underground metro train in Delhi and since the reconstruction of the mosque at this particular place is
likely to spread religious or political chaos and this place determining the name of "Akbarabadi Mosque
Ruins or Remains" could also pose a threat to the country's integrity. Therefore, this great historical and
cultural heritage should be hidden underground forever and this place should be called Edward Park or
Sabhash Park in the same way.
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The Akbarabadi Mosque, built by Shah Jahan's wife, Akbarabadi Begum, in Delhi in 1650 AD, took two
years to complete. It is said that Akbarabadi Begum translated the Holy Quran from Arabic into local Urdu
language while sitting at the same place. May be it was for the sake of this holy book that she decided to
build a Mosque on this place. Like the Fatehpur Sikri Mosque, the Zeenat Masjid, etc., it was one of the
many mosques built by the Mughal emperors in Shahjahanabad, Delhi. The mosque is said to have been in
existence for two centuries after its construction, it was demolished by the British as a result of the riots
of 1857.The uprising of 1857 was one of the most important and decisive event in the history of British
India. Delhi, the capital of the Mughal emperors, was the center of the revolt and the revolt began in the
military units stationed around Delhi. Although successful in the beginning, it later came to an end due to
a number of reasons including lack of communication between the leaders and the espionage by the local
Indians for the British etc. (Details: 1857 ki Hindustani Baghawat)

The conquest of Delhi was a last resort for the British. To prevent the revolt against the British
government from spreading and re-emerging, the British destroyed thousands of buildings in Old Delhi.
The Mughal capital endured all the wrath of the British reaction. Every building used by local soldiers as a
rebel stronghold was destroyed. (For details see: Delhi ka muhaasra)(1). The Akbarabadi Mosque was one
such center which was demolished by the British troops. Since then, its existence has been a myth and has
been passed down orally from one generation to the next. It is not known if the mosque was in the right
place, but Muslims in Nitaji Subhash Park near the Red Fort in Old Delhi believe that there is a special
place where the mosque may have been located. A clear proof of this can be seen in the footnote of
Bahadur Shah's diary of Khawaja Hassan Nizami. In this diary of Bahadur Shah, it has been asked to hand
over the management of Akbarabadi Mosque to the royal officials as follows:

In the name ofSahibkalan Bahadur [Thomas Mutkaf Bahadur Resident Delhi], a letter was issued that
Madrasa Ghazi-ud-Din Khan, Masjid Fateh Puri and Masjid Akbarabadi should be handed over to the royal
officials for ease of administration. "

Khawaja Hassan Nizami has explained in the footnotes:

"Now only Fateh Mosque is left in Chandni Chowk. The name and symbol of Akbarabadi Mosque has been
erased. Where Edward Park is now, there was a mosque. " (1)

Apart from this, other authentic sources also support the same location, in which there is an important
and authentic book likeAasaarr-ul-Sanadid. In its footnotes its writerKhaliq AnjumMasjid Akbar Abadi
writes below:

“Akbarabadi was the wife of Emperor Shah Jahan. She built this mosque on the site of what is now
Subhash Park. (Old name is Edward Park). Shah Abdul Qadir lived in this mosque. The mosque was also
the center of scholarly and political activities of some scholars/Ulamas. The mosque was demolished after
the failed revolution of 1857. A part of the inscription of this mosque is in the Jamia Masjid of Aligarh
Muslim University. It is probable that Sir Syed took this piece of inscription with him.”(2)

The purpose of this research paper is to look at the splendor of the great mosque from the windows
of the past so that clear evidence of its expected location can be found in the same place and a lost link of
Mughal architecture can be reconnected. -

If we turn the pages of history, the details of the construction of this mosque, its exact location, area,
grandeur and splendor will be clear to us.Also, its breadth and splendor is clear from each and every
sentence of this phrase.From the Volume III of Badshah Namahwritten by Muhammad waris,[ 1057-
1067AH]the Persian text of “Masjid Akbarabadi” has been compiled from the following three manuscripts
and the author of this research paper has done short translation into English but the full Persian text is
placed in footnotes of this paper. I have named the three manuscripts 1: Baa, 2: BL, 3: PU

1. BA: Manuscript Bodleian Library Oxford, UK, Issue: Ms Elliot 368.

2. BL: Manuscript British Museum (now British Library) London Issue , Add. 6556
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3. PU: Manuscript Punjab University Central Library, Lahore Issue: Pe II. 14 A, Vol. 3

“On Wednesday, according to Shawwal 1600 AH, 6t of the month of Mehr( Iranian month), the good
news of Eid-ul-Fitr was conveyed to the members of the kingdom. The king rode on a high speed horse of
highest rank of Shah JahanKhasa's horses named "Badshah Pasand",and went to see the mosque of his
wifeAkbarabadi Mahal. The king illuminated the place of worship with the light and radiance of godliness
that illuminates the forehead of the world and offered prayers with utmost devotion. A selected offering
of jewels and minimalist tools and a shower filled with gold and akhawan (plate) arranged by this high-
veiled woman, for the sight of emperor. This mosque is located at the south gate of
fort(QilaShahjahanabad) and the gate is raised towards the sky in front of the capital Akbarabad. The
length of this building is 63zeraa( yard) and the width is 6.5 zeraa. It consists of seven segmented
sections. Four of them are flat and three are domed. ....

The entire floor of the mosque is made of marble. The placement of the black stone has marked the place
of prayers. Inside and outside, - - -. The rooks of the minarets, the bouquets and the bowls of the three
domes are of red marble and the domes are of pure marble.

The courtyard of the mosque is a spacious platform, the length¢ widthand height of which are 63zeraa
and 57zeraa, and three & half zeraa. Its floor is also made of red stone. It is surrounded by a stone lattice
wall.

Beneath the platform, on its eastern side, is a causal pool made of red stone and looks like Kausar. In it the
water of paradise. There is a canal of half a yard wide is made of the said stone around the pool. In which
excess water of the filled tank falls.

There is a Saraey( inn) around the mosque which has 88 rooms and four towers. There is a hall in front of
each room and tower. In front of the houses there is a wide platform from one end to the other. The
courtyard of the inn is 154 yards long and 104 yards wide. The door of the inn is made of red marble
inside and out. Its front side is made of marble on which the inscription is engraved with black marble.

In front of the door is a beautiful square with 64 rooms. There is a hall in front of each room. The length of
the courtyard is 164 and 62 zeraa (yard). Opposite the entrance of the inn, in the eastern side of the said
square, there is a fine bath( Hammam) with red stone floor. And the water from the canal of paradise(
bahisht) is always flowing. To the north of the square are two chambers, each chamber is 22zeraa, long
and five and a half zeraa, wide.

All these bountiful buildings were completed in the month of Ramadan 1060 AH (September 1650) in a
period of only two years at a cost of Rs. 150,000. (3)

When we look at the Shahjahani buildings of Delhi from the point of view of a contemporary historian like
Muhammad Waris or Muhammad Saleh Kanbo, we see the Akbarabadi Mosque with such elegance and
splendor that no other mosque is equal to it.

Syed Ahmad Khan has written about Masjid-e-Akbarabadi in 1847 AH:

This mosque is located in Faiz Bazaar of Shahjahanabad city. Nawab Aiz-ul-Nisa Begum alias as
Akbarabadi Begum, wife of Shah Jahan Badshah built this mosque in 1060 AH / 1650AD.. The mosque has
three Burj (towers) and seven doors. The building of the mosque is 63 zeraa long and 17 zeraa wide. Its
forecourt is a very old marble.... In front of it is a platform, a red stone fence, sixty-three yards long and
fifty-seven yards wide and three and a half yards high. In front of it is a pool of red stone. The courtyard of
the mosque is one hundred andfifty four yards long and one hundred and four yards wide and is
surrounded by rooms for students to live. The inscription on the entrance of the mosque is carved with
mosaic stone. (4)

In its construction, the taste, special attention and divine love of Shah Jahan's wife NawabAizunNisa
Begum is involved and Shah Jahan Badshah has been receiving the blessings of Eid prayers in Akbarabadi
Mosque with great care. See the extract from Badshahnameh by Muhammad Waris which mentions the
detail of offering Eid-ul-Adha prayers:

On the 10t ofZil -Hajjah 1060 AH [King of Islam] Shah Jahan rode on a fast horse called "Islam Badshah
Pasand" and went to the mosque of his beloved wife (5)Akbarabadi Mahal. He offered Eid-ul-Adha
prayers and then returned to the palace and performed the Sunnah of Qurbani. (6).
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Let us also look at these two texts of the “Badshahnama” in which the state of performing Eid-ul-Fitr
prayers is mentioned with detail:

“On Saturday, 1st Shawwal [1064 AH], Amar Daad (Iranian month), the world was full of joy and
happiness. According to the order of the emperor, outside the sky-high fort of the capital, outside the gate
of the fort, there is a tent and a veiled fanAkbrabadi Mahal.

The magnificent elephants on both sides of Akbarabadi MahalMosque were adorned with gold and silver
chains and tassels and zarbaftvelvet swings and adorned flags to brighten up the atmosphere. In addition,
the baandaar( artists) raised colorful lights. The riders stood in rows of pride and pomp and in
accordance with decorum. Thousands of riders and foot soldiers stood in groups in each row. God knows
the king riding on a fast horse. After performing the prayers, they gave royal dresses to the Khatib(
religious speakers) as per the practice of every year. Another group also benefited from the money given.
Akbarabadi Mahal gave five thousand rupees for showering to Zulfiqar Aaqa and rode on the precious and
great horse and turned his garden towards the palace. (7)

Similarly, the situation of next year's Eid is also very interesting:

“On Wednesday, 1st Shawwal[ 1065 AH], the thirteenth day of Amardaad ( Iranian month ) the joy
and happiness of new Eid pervaded the world. According to last year's practice from the entrance of Fort
(Ark) to the mosque of Akbarabadi Mahal, the fortunate devotee of high rank and majesty, a group of
elephants, archers, gunners and monkeys were standing on both sides. The groups stood with great
pomp. The king of Islam visited the mosque and offered prayers..”(8)

Mirza SanginBaig wrote the first book of Delhi Archeology in 1827, in which he wrote about the
Akbarabadi Mosque after quoting the text on the door:

“This mosque has seven doors. On the middle door, which is the largest of the doors on both sides, is
inscribed Surah Al-Fajr. Adjacent to the mosque is the Katra Kashmiri street. ”(9)

Maulvi Zakaullah has described the Akbarabadi Mosque in detail. In terms of the splendor of the building,
the Akbarabadi Mosque is considered Jamia mosque after the Dehli mosque. After describing the
buildings of the Akbarabadi Mosque, he discuss about KashmiriKatra The details and the current
condition of the mosque have been written.

"Since this mosque was built, it has not been repaired, so during this period of two hundred years, it was
getting old and dilapidated. [ saw it in 1857when it was inhabited by swallows. The bats were beating.
There was an area called BagwaBazi. Kashmiris lived in it. They used to weave shawls in those broken
rooms. Therefore, the name of this mosque became more famous than Kashmiri Katra Mosque. In the
winter season, Kashmiri Kabuli Pashmina sellers used to come down. The rent of these people covered the
expenses of the mosque. When Maulvi Rahmatullahused to come to stay in this mosque for a few days, ten
or five students would be ready to study with him. Most of Maulvi Sahibs’ discussions was against
Christianity ... (10)

Bashir-ud-Din Ahmad has written about Masjid-e-Akbarin 1337 AH / 1919AD.

“This mosque was existing in Faiz Bazaar which was demolished after the treason. Currently this location
is called Edward Park. When the ground was paved for it, the terrace of the mosque and its foundations
were buried in the ground like a hidden treasure.... The unique building disappeared from view”. (11)

Hafeez-ur-Rehman Wasif, a well-known scholar of Delhi, has clarified through extensive research that
Akbarabadi Masjid and Edward Park was in the present Nitaji Subhash Chandra Bose Park.

“In my childhood days, I had heard that there was a mosque in Edward Park on the side of a cool road in
which Hazrat Shah Abdul Qadir taught Islamic learning. After the fall of Delhi, the British became so angry
with the city of Shahjahanabad, that the population and palaces around the fort were wiped out. This
mosque was also demolished. Imam of Jamia Masjid Shams-ul-Ulema Maulana Syed Ahmad requested the
Chief Commissioner to at least cover the place so that the movement of animals would not be desecrated.
So this cool road is the inside of the Edward Park.”(12)

It is said that Aiz-ul-Nisa Begum or AkbarabadiBegum , Shah Jahan's wife had built this mosque on the
place where today there is Subhash Park which is formerly known as Edward Park. Shah Abdul Qadir
lived in this mosque. The mosque was also the center of scholarly and political activities of some scholars.
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This mosque was demolished after the failed revolution of 1971. A part of the inscription of this mosque
is in the Jamia Masjid of Aligarh Muslim University. It is probable that Sir Syed may have taken this piece
of inscription with him and by preserving this historical heritage. He has done a great favor to Indian
archeology.

Maulvi ZakaullahAkbarabadi writes about this book of the mosque:

"After the treason .. The mosque was demolished and left completely unmarked, but inside it, on the
arches of main corridors, on the marble stones outside, was the handwritten inscription of the Holy
Qur'an, Surah Al-Fajr, by Qazi Ismatullah. Qazi Sahib was such a perfect calligrapher in Khat Naskh that
hardly two or four calligraphers were equal to him. When this mosque was demolished, the government
gave these unique inscriptions to Mirza Elahi Bakhsh. Sir Syed was very appreciative of these inscriptions.
When he intended to build a mosque in Aligarh, he asked Sahib Alam to bless him for installing these
inscriptions in the college mosque. Sahib Alam replied that when you build a greatmosque like
Akbarabadi Mosque with your own help, [ will definitely give you these books so that they can be installed
there and make the mosque flourish. When Sahib Alam passed away, Sir Syed again requested his son
Mahin Mirza Sulaiman Jah to donate these inscriptions. Mirza Sahib did not argue like his father and sent
inscriptions to Aligarh. ”(13)

The text of the inscription on this mosque is summarized as follows:

“Aiz un Nisa alias as AkbarabadiBegum built the mosque,Saraae (inn), bath and square by the order of
the emperor during the reign of Shah Jahan. There is a wagfrelated to the mosque. If these houses need to
be repaired, then these expenses should be met from the waqf which saves money. It should be spent on
mosques, baths and students. The mosque was completed in a period of two years at a cost of Rs150000.
(14)

Architecture has been the cultural asset of a nation, it should be protected with all its heart because
civilized nations need their glorious past, to beautify and improve their prestige and integrity. Today
various effective measures are being taken at the government level to preserve and keep alive the cultural
heritage in a scientific way. On rhe other hand, there are many great monuments that have been
indifferently and ruthlessly distorted in the political turmoil. It was a despicable attempt to give a brief
recollection of this memory.

Footnotes
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