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Abstract- Reading is an imperative skill that provides a fundamental way for individuals to exchange information.
Research suggests that one of the best ways to help students increase their language proficiency is to encourage them
to read extensively. It is also a means by which much of the knowledge presented in school is learned. Therefore,
reading becomes the academic area most often associated with academic failure. It is estimated that as many as 90%
of students with learning disabilities have reading difficulties, and even the low estimates are approximately 60%
(Bender, 2001). Researchers, clinicians and educators would agree that, among learning disorders, reading disorders
have a significant impact on educational achievement throughout life. Broadly, there are two forms of reading
disorder: difficulties with decoding (dyslexia) and difficulties with comprehension (Cain, 2010; Hulme & Snowling,
2009).

Reading comprehension refers to a student’s ability to understand what he or she is reading. Some students with
reading comprehension difficulties are able to read a passage so fluently that might assume they are highly proficient
readers. However, when they are asked questions about what they have read, they have little or no understanding of
the words. Students with this problem sometimes are referred to as word callers (Friend, 2005). It is always
necessary to assess not only decoding but also the ability to understand what is being decoded.

Hence, the present investigation has been undertaken to diagnose and to provide remediation for the difficulties in
Reading Comprehension with the help reading interventional strategy so as to overcome the Reading Comprehension
Difficulties of the Higher Secondary School students in English.
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I. INTRODUCTION

English has been playing an important role both in our educational system and in our national life. In the
pre- independence India, English was the language of administration, a compulsory subject at the school
and college level, and the medium of instruction for some subjects at the school and college, and for all
subjects at the university level. English still occupies an important place in our educational system and life
of our country.

It occupies an important place in courts, commerce and industry. Besides being a link and library
language in India, it is a major window to the modern world. Just after independence, the primacy of
English was subjected to series of challenges from a few Indian. These people advocated that English
language should quit India along with the rulers. But today, English is once again on the progressive curve
in our country. It plays an important role in India’s national life and educational system, in various
capacities as detailed below:

<> English as an official language

X2 English as a court language

English as a language of Trade and Industry

English as a social language

English as a link language

English as a library language

English as Medium of Instruction

English as a window of modern world

English as a world language

Statement of the problem

Among the LSRW skills, reading is considered as a basic life skill, which is also the cornerstone for a
child's success in school, and, indeed, throughout life. Moreover, reading is a complex cognitive process of
decoding symbols in order to construct or derive meaning (i.e.,) reading comprehension. For most of the
students, reading comprehension is more than a problem. There are numerous of factors that contribute
to reading difficulties for many students and the primary ground of their reading problems are mostly
unknown. In this backdrop, the present study focuses on some of the typical reading comprehension
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difficulties encountered by the learners of English and also suggests remedial measures for the same.
Hence, the problem taken by the investigator has been stated as “REMEDIAL TEACHING TECHNIQUE TO
OVERCOME READING COMPREHENSION DIFFICULTIES IN ENGLISH”.

Objectives and hypothesis of the study

The main objective of the present experimental study is to find out the effectiveness of Remedial strategy
of reading over the Conventional Method of teaching reading in English to the students of higher
secondary. The specific objectives of the study are-

v To study the level of gain of the Experimental Group over the Control Group with regard to
Reading Comprehension.

The specific hypothesis formulated in tune with the objectives is given below:

4 There will be significant difference between the mean achievement scores of the Experimental
and Control Group students in the sub tests on Reading Comprehension.

I1. METHODOLOGY

Pre-test Post-test Equivalent-Groups Design was adopted for the study in which the participants were
randomly assigned either the experimental group or the control group.

Two groups of | year higher secondary (i.e) XI std students were equated on the basis of their marks in the
English Language paper of the SSLC/Matriculation examination to form the experimental and control
groups. One group was treated as Experimental Group (EG), which was taught reading through remedial
teaching technique. The other group was treated as Conventional Method Group (CMG), which was taught
reading through conventional method of teaching.

Selection of the skills to be measured,

Efficient reading implies clear comprehension of the communication presented in print or writing
form. Comprehension, rate of reading and answering the questions are the main factors leading to
efficiency in reading. Reading efficiency involves a whole repertoire of skills. The major skill to be tested
by the investigator is the Reading comprehension

I11. ANALYSIS OF DATA AND FINDINGS

Null Hypothesis: 1
There is no significant difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the Control
Group and the Experimental Group students as measured by the pre-test.

Table 1.1

Significance of Difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension
scores of the Control Group and the Experimental Group

students as measured by the Pre-Test

Group N Mean S.D S.E t
Control Group 100 3.25 1.56

1.61 0.12*
Experimental Group 100 3.01 1.64

* Not Significant at 0.05 level

From the above table, the mean Reading Comprehension score of the Control Group stood at 3.25 while
the mean Reading Comprehension score of Experimental Group was 3.01. The mean scores of the control
and experimental group students is not significant at 5% level. Hence, the Null Hypothesis is not rejected.
This indicates that the control and experimental group students did not differ much in their Reading
Comprehension scores before the remedial treatments.

Null Hypothesis: 2
There is no significant difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the Control
Group and the Experimental Group students as measured by post-test.
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Table 1.2

Significance of Difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension Scores of the
Control Group and the Experimental Group
students as measured by the Post-Test

Group N Mean S.D S.E t
Control Group 100 4.40 1.35

1.54 2.00
Experimental Group 100 7.30 1.52

From the above table it is revealed that, the mean Reading Comprehension score of the Control
Group student at 4.40 while that of the Experimental Group stood at 7.30. The computed‘t’ value (2.00)
reveals that the difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the Control Group
and Experimental Group students is significant at 0.05 level. When compared with the control group, the
experimental group students have performed better in the subtest on Reading Comprehension.
This indicates the effectiveness of Remedial Teaching Technique over the conventional method. Hence,
the formulated null hypothesis is rejected.

Null Hypothesis: 3
There is no significant difference between the means of the Pre and Posttest Reading Comprehension scores
of the Experimental Group students.

Table 1.3

Significance of Difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the
Experimental Group students in the Pre and Post Tests

Group N Mean S.D r t
Pre Test 100 3.02 1.65

0.83 4.87
Post Test 100 7.30 1.54

A close perusal of the mean scores of the pre-test and the post-test in Reading Comprehension for the
Experimental Group students shows that they were 3.02 and 7.30 respectively. The coefficient of
correlation is 0.83. The average scores of the two tests indicated that it was higher in the case of the Post-
Test than the Pre-Test. Hence, the Null Hypothesis is rejected and it is concluded that there is a significant
difference between the Pre and Post Test Reading Comprehension scores of the Experimental Group
students. This establishes that the effectiveness of Remedial Teaching Technique is significantly higher
than that of the conventional method.

Null Hypothesis: 4
There is no significant difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the Rural and
the Urban students of the Experimental Group as measured by post-test.

Table 1.4

Significance of Difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension
Scores of the Rural and the Urban students of the Experimental Group

as measured by the Post-Test

Group N Mean S.D S.E t
Rural Students 48 6.67 1.62

1.43 0.86*
Urban Students 52 7.92 1.15

*Not Significant at 0.05 level
From the above table, it is revealed that the mean Reading Comprehension score of the Rural Students
stood at 6.67 while that of the Urban Students stood at 7.92. The computed‘t’ value (0.86) shows that the
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difference between the means of the Reading Comprehension scores of the Rural and the Urban Students
of the Experimental Group is not significant. Hence, the null hypothesis is not rejected. This reveals that
Remedial teaching technique effects uniform changes in both Rural and Urban students.

IV. MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

From the analysis of data, it is evident that

v The students of the control and experimental groups did not differ significantly in their pre test
reading comprehension scores.

4 The students of the experimental group have recorded a higher mean achievement score in the
sub-test on Reading Comprehension in the post test and there is a significant difference between the
means of Reading Comprehension scores of the control group and the experimental group students.

v Though there is a difference between the pre and posttest mean Reading Comprehension scores
of the control and the experimental group students, the significance of difference is more pronounced in
the case of the experimental group students.

4 The effectiveness of the Remedial Teaching Technique is equally high in both rural and urban
students of the experimental group. The differences between the means of the rural and urban students’
post experimental Reading Comprehension Scores are not significant.

V. CONCLUSIONS, SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

From the quantitative and qualitative analysis of various types of data, obtained from the research tools,
classroom observation, interviews with the teachers and students and expert opinions, the following
conclusions emerged :

4 The Remedial Teaching Technique could be used as a mechanism for staff development wherein
the text to be read could be read in small groups using

Remedial Teaching Technique.

v The Remedial Teaching Technique could be taught to students and parents alike, as regular
applications of the technique both in the school and at home would generate positive returns.
4 Interventional programmes with Remedial Teaching technique as the strategy could be arranged

keeping in mind the deficiencies of the existing reading skill development programmes. In other words,
intervention programmes have to be diagnostic and curative rather than penal and mechanical.
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