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Abstract  

Reaching to equal status of men and women and removing all sort of discernment for 

women is among the primary aims of United Nations. Defilement of fundamental rights 

of women is a matter of concern worldwide. Women’s rights do not get priority in many 

regions. A very well-drafted strategy is needed to confirm the practice of female’s rights 

worldwide. We should thoroughly understand the major factors that cause 

discrimination against women and how we can eliminate them and ensure equality 

among all human beings irrespective of their gender.  

The united nations have addressed women’s human rights for many years. Their constant 

efforts have resulted in direction of progress of female’s rights in many nations. Even 

after so many positive changes have taken place, lots of work is still yet to be done. Based 

on nationality, age, health status, ethnicity, education, marital status, socio-economic 

status, and other grounds, women get discriminated against in many parts of the world 

in their respective communities and societies. A country’s development depends on 

women’s social, political, and other vital structures. So, eliminating combating 

discrimination in all its forms is the first and foremost requirement for the development 

of humanity. 

This paper highlights women’s human rights, laws framed on an international level to 

protect and promote these rights, conferences that took place on a global level that 

proved to be a milestone in securing women’s rights, and prime bodies of United Nations 

to work in this direction. This paper aims to get a thorough understanding of the present 

situation of Rights for women and significant challenges in practicing these rights. It 

paves the way for a more aware and conscious pool of human beings who can develop a 

safe, peaceful, and encouraging world for women.  

Keywords: Human rights, United Nations, Women’s rights, discrimination, socio-

economic status 

1. Introduction 
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Females are almost half of the population of the whole world. However, even after manifold 

progress in human civilisation since its origin on earth, the position of females is still tragic. 

Many kinds of discrimination against females based on age, gender, religion, etc., are seen in 

many regions worldwide. Violation against women and girls is common in many 

countries(Johnson et al., 2007)1. Although many social development agencies raise their 

voices against discrimination and violence against women, such discrimination continues 

based on culture, tradition, custom, etc. This problem is not related to the specific country or 

region, but it spreads worldwide(Niaz, 2003)2. United Nations has taken many firm steps 

against this inhuman behavior against women, and many legal frameworks have been 

introduced to protect and promote women’s rights(Stein, 2017)3.  Right to education, equal 

pay, freedom of marriage, freedom of birth, and many such issues have been raised by United 

Nations for more than the last 70 years(Heise, 2018)4. 

Due to all the steps taken by UN and its member states, including many non-governing 

bodies in the states, Today, it will not be wrong to say that the gender roles have 

somewhat become equal to what they used to be in the past(Women & others, 2017)5. 

However, there is a long distance to cover yet till we reach the destination. Ever since 

historical times, women have dynamically contributed to the construction of society. 

Many women participated in the world wars although their works got no 

acknowledgment. (Cockburn, 2018)6. We have to createsuch society of harmony and 

equality where women are safe and nurtured.  

2. International law on women right protection  

United Nations has always worked to confirm a like rights for each human being 

notwithstanding their gender. The charter adopted in year 1945 by United Nations 

mentioned that one of its prime goals is “to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, 

in the dignity and worth of the human person, [and] in the equal rights of men and 

women.” Human rights’ universal declaration was accepted in 1948, which declared that 

males and females are eligible for equal human rights(Ayupova et al., 2019)7.  

 
1 Johnson, H., Ollus, N., & Nevala, S. (2007). Violence against women: An international perspective. Springer 

Science \& Business Media. 
2Niaz, U. (2003). Violence against women in South Asian countries. Archives of Women’s Mental Health, 6(3), 

173–184. 
3Stein, M. A. (2017). Disability human rights.In Nussbaum and law (pp. 3–49). Routledge. 
4Heise, L. L. (2018). Freedom close to home: the impact of violence against women on reproductive rights.  

In Women’s Rights Human Rights (pp. 238–255). Routledge. 
5Women, U. N. (2015). The Beijing declaration and platform for action turns 20. 
6Cockburn, C. (2018). In the way of women.In In the Way of Women.Cornell University Press. 

 
7Ayupova, Z. K., Kussainov, D. U., Bekbergenova, A. K., & Winston, N. (2019). MAJOR IDEAS AND MAIN 

VALUES OF THE UNIVERSAL UN DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS: THE 70-YEARS 

EXPERIENCE,1, 68–74. 
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Human Rights Commission started to draft two human rights treaties after the Universal 

declaration got accepted. These two treaties were (i) The International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights and (ii) The International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural 

Rights. Universal Declaration, along with mentioned two treaties forms the Human Rights 

International Bill (Tomuschat, 2019)8. Both treaties declared the prohibition of all kinds 

of gender-based discrimination and certified equivalent rights for both men and women. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights guarantees the right to life, 

liberty, and security of human beings and freedom from torture and slavery. This 

covenant also confirms equality in front of the law, liberty of movement, thought, 

integrity, religious conviction, and association. The International Covenant on Economic, 

Social, and Cultural Rights affirms the right to do work, to create trade unions(Strydom, 

2019)9.Human Rights related to health, marriage, parenthood, and safety of a child, suit 

able living standard, education, and culture and science are safeguarded in this covenant. 

Member states approved the declaration of the abolishment of Discrimination against 

females of United Nations in 1967. This declaration mentioned that discernment against 

females is a crime against the dignity of humankind. This declaration instructed member 

states to eliminate prevailing discriminatory customs, laws, protocols which act against 

females. States were also asked to create relevant laws to safe guard the equal and same 

rights of women and men. Later in 1979, the General assembly espoused The 

Resolution(Joyner, 1981)10, which enunciated what sex-based discrimination means and 

its essential characteristics(Charles worth et al., 1991)11. It also advocated the abolition 

of discrimination by any Form against females. It covered the civil, economic, political, 

cultural, and social rights of women, together with the right to work, education, financial 

credit, health, right to cast vote, partake in public life, retain or change nationality Etc. It 

took vital consideration on problems like the trafficking of women(Reilly, 2009)12.  

States were held responsible for determining human rights practice and required 

amendments in present laws to ensure equality among all human beings(Alston & 

Goodman, 2013)13.Convention suggested drafting new laws to affirm the prohibition of 

discrimination and legal protection of females’ rights to refrain from discriminatory 

acts(Sullivan, 1994)14. States have been permitted to use social dealings to accelerate the 

equivalent status of females in all walks of life. Nevertheless, along with states, given 

 
8Tomuschat, C. (2019). Equality and Non-Discrimination under the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, (pp. 691–716) 
9Strydom, H. (2019). The protection of economic, social and cultural rights in international law.Const. Rev., 5, 

222. 
10Joyner, C. C. (1981). UN General Assembly resolutions and international law: rethinking the contemporary 

dynamics of norm-creation. Cal. W. Int’l LJ, 11, 445. 
11Charlesworth, H., Chinkin, C., & Wright, S. (1991). Feminist approaches to international law. American 

Journal of International Law, 85(4), 613–645. 

 
12Reilly, N. (2009). Women’s human rights Polity. 
13Alston, P., & Goodman, R. (2013). International human rights Oxford University Press. 
14Sullivan, D. J. (1994).Women’s human rights and the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights. American 

Journal of International Law, 88(1), 152–167. 
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convention invoked private actors also to eliminate gender-based discrimination(Lerner, 

2003)15.  

3.  Regional instruments on women right protection 

Regional treaties on human rights and international ones also cover necessary provisions 

to encourage and safeguard women’s human rights(Izugbara et al., 2020)16. 

In 1981, African Unity’s organisation approved “The African (Banjul) Charter on Human 

and Peoples’ Rights.” Article 2 of this charter covers prohibition of discrimination in 

human rights-based on anything together with gender(Charter, 1981)17. A compulsion 

for African states to remove discrimination against females and preserve women and 

children’s rights has been mentioned in Article 18 of the charter(Tamale, 2008)18. Later 

in the year 2003, the protocol of charter on women’s rights in Africa was accepted(Union, 

2003)19. 

Provision for no discrimination has been included in Article I of the American Convention 

on Human Rights and Chapter II of the American States Organisation Charter(Okere, 

1984)20. The organisation accepted an inter-American Convention in 1994, which 

covered inhibition, reprimand, and the abolition of any violence against women 

(Jochnick, 1999)21.  

Any discrimination, including the one based on gender, is prohibited in article 14 of the 

Convention of Europe on fundamental freedom and Human Rights (Fredman, 2016)22. 

Since 1998 case of any violations of human rights, Individual is allowed to bring his/her 

complaint to the human rights court (Kaleck& Saage-Maaß, 2010)23. Later in 2011, A new 

convention was accepted by the European council covering inhibition and combat of all 

forms of violence against women (Krook, 2019)24.  

 
15Lerner, N. (2003). Group rights and discrimination in international law (Vol. 77). Martinus Nijhoff 

Publishers. 
16Izugbara, C., Bakare, S., Sebany, M., Ushie, B., Wekesah, F., &Njagi, J. (2020).Regional legal and policy 

instruments for addressing LGBT exclusion in Africa.Sexual and Reproductive Health Matters, 28(1), 1698905. 
17Charter, B. (1981).African (Banjul) Charter on Human and Peoples Rights.Nairobi, https://www.achpr. 

org/legalinstruments/detail. Last accessed on 11 May, 2022. 
18Tamale, S. (2008). The right to culture and the culture of rights: a critical perspective on women’s sexual rights 

in Africa. Feminist Legal Studies, 16(1), 47–69. 
19Union, A. (2003). Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in 

Africa. 
20Okere, B. O. (1984). The protection of human rights in Africa and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ 

Rights: a comparative analysis with the European and American system, 6, 141. 

 
21Jochnick, C. (1999). Confronting the impunity of non-state actors: new fields for the promotion of human 

rights.Human Rights Quarterly, 21(1), 56–79. 
22Fredman, S. (2016).Emerging from the shadows: Substantive equality and article 14 of the European 

convention on human rights.Human Rights Law Review, 16(2), 273–301. 
23Kaleck, W., & Saage-Maa, M. (2010). Corporate accountability for human rights violations amounting to 

international crimes: The status quo and its challenges. Journal of International Criminal Justice, 8(3), 699–

724. 
24Krook, M. L. (2019). Global Feminist Collaborations and the Concept of Violence against Women in 

Politics.Journal of International Affairs, 72(2), 77–94. 
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Other political organizations in various regions, including the “Southeast Asian Nations 

association,” “West African States’ Economic Community,” and “the Southern African 

Development Community,” have accepted resolutions, protocols to shield human rights 

for females and prevent violence against them (Akinrinade& Barling, 2013)25. 

4. Global conferences  

Many international conferences have been devoted to the subject of “Women’s rights” 

and produced substantial commitments on a political level to guard and encourage 

Human rights for womenfolk, prevent violence, and ensure equality for them. The year 

1975 has been recognised as international women’s year(Meyers, 2016)26. In this year, 

an international conference had been organised in Mexico. A world plan of action was 

drafted in this conference, and the period year 1975 to 1985 was designated as United 

Nations Decade for females(Zinsser, 2002)27. Copenhagen city hosted an international 

conference on women in 1980. Convention was opened to sign in this conference which 

covered the abolition of discrimination against females. After the Copenhagen 

conference, next was held in Nairobi in 1982 where a committee formed with agenda to 

eliminate discrimination stated functioning(Fraser, 1999)28.  

Astonishing activism on the part of females was observed in these three world 

conferences on international level, which paved the way for international conferences in 

the 1990s to discuss Female’s rights. This conference was held in Beijing, capital of China 

in 1995was Fourth World Conference on Women(Wotipka & Ramirez, 2008)29. 

4.1 Vienna Declaration and Programme of action 

In 1993 Vienna hosted The World Conference on Human Rights, which was aimed to 

review the human rights machinery status. In this conference matter of violence against 

women was addressed, especially by civil society activists. They organized tribunals to 

raise the problem of women’s rights violations(Kelly, 2005)30.Before this conference, 

such matters were unaddressed as society considered them inseparable and standard 

parts of women’s lives. As a result, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action were 

accepted at this conference that mentioned that “the human rights of women and the girl-

child are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights(Law 

 
25Akinrinade, O., & Barling, J. K. (2013).Economic development in Africa: international efforts, issues and 

prospects. Bloomsbury Publishing. 
26Meyers, D. T. (2016).Victims’ stories and the advancement of human rights. 
27Zinsser, J. P. (2002). From Mexico to Copenhagen to Nairobi: The United Nations Decade for Women, 1975-

1985. Journal of World History, 139–168. 

 
28Fraser, A. S. (1999). Becoming human: The origins and developments of women’s human rights. Hum. Rts. 

Q., 21, 853. 
29Wotipka, C. M., & Ramirez, F. O. (2008). World society and human rights: an event history analysis of the 

convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. The Global Diffusion of Markets 

and Democracy, 3096, 303–343. 
30Kelly, L. (2005). Inside outsiders: Mainstreaming violence against women into human rights discourse and 

practice. International Feminist Journal of Politics, 7(4), 471–495. 
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Journal, 2010)31.” The emphasis was placed on eliminating all sorts of violence based on 

gender. Prominently, the Programme of Action included “the eradication of any conflicts 

which may arise between the rights of women and the harmful effects of certain 

traditional or customary practices, cultural prejudices, and religious extremism(Joachim, 

2003)32.”  

International conference on population and development  

In the year 1994, The Global Conference on Population and Development was held in 

Cairo, which proved to be a milestone for women’s rights(Cohen & Richards, 1994)33. 

Issues connected to the Human rights of females were addressed here.  Matters like 

gender equality, family, birth control, reproductive health, family planning, education, 

women’s health, immigration were taken up by member states in the conference. 

Proceeding gender parity and justice and women empowerment, abolition of fierceness 

against females in any form, and confirming women’s capability to regulate their 

productiveness was considered foundations of population and development-related 

programs. Women’s reproductive rights were clearly stated in this conference. The 

conference considered to be noteworthy due to its wide and clear of reproductive rights 

mentioning that women have the right to decide the timing, number, and the gap between 

children, independently and sensible. They also possess the right to have information and 

sources for the same(Cohen & Richards, 1994).  

Providing worldwide education, lessening of new-born, kid, and maternal death count; 

and guaranteeing general admittance to procreative health care and family planning, 

supported baby birth and inhibition of sexually spread diseases like HIV/AIDS, by year 

2015 were set as the target in the plan of action(Organization & others, 2001)34. 

4.3 Beijing declaration and platform for action 

In September 1995, Fourth World Conference on Women was hosted by Beijing, where 

the plan of action covered 12 areas related to women’s rights and 

empowerment(BHUTANI, 1995)35. Previous three world conferences related to female’s 

rights set the foundation for the Beijing conference. A significant achievement of this 

conference was to enunciate clearly that the rights of women are human rights.  It 

embraced a sequence of strategic targets to abolish discrimination and establish equality 

among men and women in a plan of action(Women, 2015)36.   

 
31LawJournal, C. (2010). 25. WORLD CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS: VIENNA DECLARATION 

AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION, 1993. Brownlie’s Documents on Human Rights, 151. 
32Joachim, J. (2003). Framing issues and seizing opportunities: The UN, NGOs, and women’s rights. 

International Studies Quarterly, 47(2), 247–274. 
33Cohen, S. A., & Richards, C. L. (1994). The Cairo consensus: population, development and women. Family 

Planning Perspectives, 26(6), 272–277. 
34Organization, W. H., & others. (2001). Advancing safe motherhood through human rights. 
35BHUTANI, S. K. (1995). Fourth World Conference on Women. World Affairs: The Journal of International 

Issues, 4(2), 61–63. 
36Women, U. N. (2015).The Beijing declaration and platform for action turns 20. 
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Millennium development goals  

In the year 2000, the global community approved to achieve eight development targets 

by 2015, together with a target on gender parity and empowerment of women along with 

lessening rate of maternal mortality(Dodd & Cassels, 2006)37. The Millennium 

Development Goals set by the international community proved to be a significant political 

commitment that stimulated worldwide backing for a few of the world’s most 

intimidating difficulties. Concerning women’s rights, the objective of Millennium 

Development endorses gender equivalence and empowerment of women (Dominelli, 

2019)38. Schooling of females and participation of women in the non-agricultural 

segment, wage employment, and countrywide parliaments are used as an gauge of gender 

equivalence (Dominelli, 2019). 

Reduction in maternal death ratio by three quarters, in period of 25 years from year 1990 

to 2015, was another vital objective of Millennium Development Goal. Universal Strategy 

for Women’s and Children’s Health was Introduced by Secretary-General in year 2010, 

highlighting the prime actions to advance women and children’s health 

universally(Organization & others, 2015)39.  

Combining gender parity and human rights in the Millennium Development Goals and the 

post-2015 development agenda have been Significant steps in attaining meaningful 

progress in promoting and protecting female’s rights and advancing their partaking in 

social structure (Onditi & Odera, 2017)40.  

United Nations conference on sustainable development 

In the Sustainable development conference held in Brazil in 2012, chiefs of State, 

administration and Government of states addressed progress achieved in implementing 

agreements approved since the 1992 Conference of United Nations(Authority, 2012)41. 

In this momentous conference, “Rio+20”, all member countries’ political commitments 

for sustainable development were renewed. Countries set to create Sustainable 

development targets to get a more quantifiable approach and apply a better strategy for 

implementation(Leggett & Carter, 2012)42. Member countries also established elevated 

political forums on sustainable development. Prominently, the states also confirmed their 

sincere commitment towards achieving equal status for women, their participation in the 

economy, politics, and social structure at leadership role with decision making authority 

 
37Dodd, R., & Cassels, A. (2006).Health, development and the millennium development goals. Annals of 

Tropical Medicine \& Parasitology, 100(5–6), 379–387. 
38Dominelli, L. (2019). Women and Community Action 3e: Local and Global Perspectives. Policy Press. 
39Organization, W. H., & others. (2015). Health in 2015: from MDGs, millennium development goals to SDGs, 

sustainable development goals. 
40Onditi, F., & Odera, J. (2017). Gender equality as a means to women empowerment? Consensus, challenges 

and prospects for post-2015 development agenda in Africa. African Geographical Review, 36(2), 146–167. 
41Authority, E. P. (2012).United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+ 20).National Report of 

Ethiopia. 
42Leggett, J. A., & Carter, N. T. (2012).Rio+ 20: The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 

June 2012. 
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and eliminating discrimination against women in a document named “The future we 

want(Vogler, 2014).43 The outcome document mentioned that sustainable development 

could only be possible by ensuring an environment of freedom and equality for women 

and their active participation in all aspects. It emphasized the imperative requirement in 

the state’s legal framework amendment to repeal all such laws or rules that hamper 

women’s development. It also advocated affirmation of access to justice for females 

(Pogge & Sengupta, 2015)44. 

5. United Nations bodies – the human rights council and its mechanisms  

The United Nations’ primary intergovernmental unit is named Human Rights Council, 

which works to promote and safeguard human rights. General assembly elected 47 States 

which collectively made the Human Rights Council in 2006(Alston & Mégret, 2013)45. 

Ladies’ rights and gender equality used to be addressed by this council frequently since 

its inception. The council also calls special sessions to address the violation of human 

rights or other related emergencies. The council establishes a commission to conduct an 

inquiry in case of violation of women’s rights laws(Lauren, 2007)46. A review of the status 

of human rights in member states takes place every four and half years to assess the 

progress or deviations.  

5.1 The Security Council  

The United Nations Security Council has taken up multiple resolutions covering women’s 

rights, security, and peace. Resolution 1325 was accepted by the Security Council 

universally in 2000,asking for amplified contribution of females in all facets of resolution 

and prevention of conflict(Miller et al., 2014)47. Council also showed gender viewpoint in 

all United Nations security and peace efforts and the negotiation and implementation of 

peace agreements. Security Council also accepted goals to prevent ferocity against 

womankind in the context of armed conflict whereas at the same time distinguishing 

females’ imperative role in maintaining peace (Basu, 2016)48 

 

 

5.2 The Commission on the status of Women  

 
43Vogler, J. (2014). The international politics of sustainable development. In Handbook of sustainable 

development. Edward Elgar Publishing. 
44Pogge, T., & Sengupta, M. (2015). The Sustainable Development Goals: a plan for building a better world? 

Journal of Global Ethics, 11(1), 56–64. 
45Alston, P., & Mégret, F. (2013).The United Nations and human rights: a critical appraisal. OUP Oxford. 
46Lauren, P. G. (2007). “ To Preserve and Build on its Achievements and to Redress its Shortcomings”: The 

Journey from the Commission on Human Rights to the Human Rights Council. Human Rights Quarterly, 307–

345. 
47Miller, B., Pournik, M., & Swaine, A. (2014). Women in peace and security through United Nations Security 

resolution 1325: Literature review, content analysis of national action plans, and implementation. Institute for 

Global and International Studies, 2–12. 
48Basu, S. (2016).Gender as national interest at the UN Security Council. International Affairs, 92(2), 255–273. 
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In 1946, United Nations Economic and Social Council established The Commission on the 

Position of females by determination 2/11 to make commendations and reports on 

encouraging right of females in economic, political, educational, social, and civil 

sectors(Yin, 1974)49. This Commission recommends crucial difficulties related to 

women’s rights and immediate attention on them. In the yearly meeting, the Commission 

approves conclusions on priority tasks decided for next year(Lake, 2001)50.  

Evaluation of progress achieved in the previous year, unachieved targets, challenges are 

included in the decided conclusion. It also gives recommendations for Governments, Civil 

society, international establishments, and other participants. The Commission also 

approves resolutions on many females’ rights-related subjects(Archer, 2005)51. The 

active contribution of Commission in endorsing and encouraging females’ rights, by the 

agreement on the Removal of All Methods of Discrimination and Violence against 

Womankind and Beijing Declaration and Plan to act. 

6. Women’s Rights in Practice  

6.1 Women’s Rights in Political Life and Public Life 

The right to participate in the country’s government is a fundamental human right as per 

the universal Human rights declaration. 7thArticle in the 1952 Convention on Political 

Rights of Females confirms that women can cast a vote in all kind of elections (Coffé & 

Bolzendahl, 2010)52. Women are also entitled for election to all overtly elected bodies, 

partake in the construction of government plan and policy and their operations. 

Declaration clarifies that women may take charge of public office, can execute all public 

jobs at all stages of government. They also possess the right to contribute in public 

associations or non-governmental organizations (NGOs) of the country. The mentioned 

convention also declared in Article 8 that member states have to take all suitable actions 

to guarantee the opportunity to women to represent their government on equal terms 

with men at the global level and to contribute in the intercontinental organizations 

work(Simmons, 2009)53. 

6.2 WOMEN’S RIGHTS ON SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

The Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights and Elimination of 

Discrimination against Women have mentioned explicitly that females’ reproductive and 

 
49Yin, M. M.-K.(1974). The Competence of the United Nations’ Organs Concerning Human Rights. India 

Quarterly, 30(2), 133–141. 
50Lake, M. (2001). From self-determination via protection to equality via non-discrimination: Defining women’s 

rights at the League of Nations and the United Nations. In Women’s Rights and Human Rights (pp. 254–

271).Springer. 
51Archer, D. (2005). Critical issues around the Millennium Development Goals and education. Convergence, 

38(3), 19. 
52Coffé, H., & Bolzendahl, C. (2010).Same game, different rules?. Gender differences in political participation. 

Sex Roles, 62(5), 318–333. 
53Simmons, B. A. (2009). Mobilizing for human rights: international law in domestic politics. Cambridge 

University Press. 
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sexual well-being comes under women’s right to health(Cook, 2020)54. This means that 

states are responsible for safeguarding, respect, and realize sexual and reproductive well-

being right of women. On the right to health, The Special Rapporteur upholds that female 

is permitted to reproductive health-care services, facilities and goods that are accessible 

in suitable count, good quality available economically and physically, without any 

discrimination(Sepúlveda Carmona, 2013)55.  

6.3 Women’s Right and satisfactory living Standard 

Women’s rights to property, land, water, food, cleanliness, social security, and work are 

related to their right to attain an acceptable living standard. International Law on human 

rights guarantees all these mentioned rights and the right to enjoy these rights without 

discrimination (Kabeer, 2004)56. 

6.4 Women’s Rights against violence 

In human rights treaties, much attention has been given to violence against females since 

the commencement of the 1990s(Edwards, 2010)57.Violence against females has been 

defined in the declaration of the Elimination of Violence against Women. It clarifies that 

any action related to gender-based violence which consequences in, or is possible to 

consequence in, psychological, sexual, or physical suffering to females, together with 

coercions of such actions, threat, or unreasoned deficiency of authority in private or 

public life(Marshall, 2008)58. 

6.5 Women’s Rights for migrants  

World’s total migrant population comprises 50% female migrants and in developed 

countries count of female migrants is more than males (Oishi, 2005)59. Both positive and 

negative consequences are there of female migration. It comprises a considerable 

possibility to develop equality of gender through empowering migrant women, as various 

migrate working as the chief breadwinners for the families nowadays. Though, migration 

may up surge susceptibilities and may put migrant women in danger of exploitation, 

violence, and discrimination. 

General assembly achieved a vital breakthrough with acceptance of international 

convention in 1990 which covered Fortification of All workers’ rights who are migrants 

 
54Cook, R. J. (2020). International human rights and women’s reproductive health.Women, Medicine, Ethics and 

the Law, 37–50. 
55Sepúlveda Carmona, M. (2013). Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights: 

Unpaid Care Work and Women’s Human Rights. Available at SSRN 2437791. 
56Kabeer, N. (2004). Globalization, labor standards, and women’s rights: dilemmas of collective (in) action in 

an interdependent world. Feminist Economics, 10(1), 3–35. 
57Edwards, A. (2010). Violence against women under international human rights law. Cambridge University 

Press. 
58Marshall, J. (2008). Positive obligations and gender-based violence: judicial developments. International 

Community Law Review, 10(2), 143–169. 
59Oishi, N. (2005). Women in motion: Globalization, state policies, and labor migration in Asia. Stanford 

University Press. 
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along with rights of their family members(Eckel& Moyn, 2013)60. This resolution restates 

that irrespective of migration status, all persons have human rights both in regular and 

irregular conditions, as mentioned in major human rights treaties. This convention held 

states responsible for ensuring that the condition of migrants in an unstable situation 

does not persevere. The state should inform migrants and especially females about their 

rights. This convention advocated the abolition of discrimination in all possible forms 

against migrant women and to give them the status of equality with men (Satterthwaite, 

2005)61.  

6.6 Women’s Rights in Crises and Conflicts  

Womankind have been facing violating acts such as sexual slavery, rape, forced 

impregnation, miscarriages, kidnapping, trafficking, sexual abuse, and other gender-

based crimes (Ajodo-Adebanjoko, 2015)62.  

The fourth Geneva Convention raised the requirement of the distinctshield of females 

against any outbreak on their honour like imposed prostitution, rape, or any mode of 

offensive assault. Wartime rape and sexual violence have been proposed by the global 

criminal tribunal for Yugoslavia and Rwanda to be considered a deed of torture, war 

crimes, integral acts of genocide, or misconduct against humanity (Heineman, 2011)63. 

Ferocity against womenfolk both in conflict and post-conflict can be considered as 

discrimination against women in peacetime. 

Conclusion  

Access to justice is required to make sure that women can enjoy their rights without any 

hinge or discrimination and raise objections in case of violation of any kind in the practice 

of females’ rights. International law for human rights gives women access to justice 

similar to men as one of their fundamental rights as mentioned in articles 2.3 and 26 of 

the Global Treaty on Political and Civil Rights (Heineman, 2011). The Agreement on the 

Abolition of All kind of Discrimination against Womenfolk mentioned that the state must 

protect females’ rights with the help of competent national tribunals and other public 

institutions. Remarkable growth has been achieved worldwide in revising and redrafting 

laws that discriminate against women. Efforts have been made in writing constitutions 

that integrate assurances of equality and non-discrimination for women. A fundamental 

requirement for women to access justice is a legal and constitutional agenda that 

promises females’ rights at the countrywide level.  

 
60Eckel, J., &Moyn, S. (2013). The Breakthrough: Human Rights in the 197s. University of Pennsylvania Press. 
61Satterthwaite, M. L. (2005). Crossing borders, claiming rights: using human rights law to empower women 

migrant workers. Yale Hum. Rts. \& Dev. LJ, 8, 1. 
62Ajodo-Adebanjoko, A. (2015). Gender-based Violence and Human Rights in Developing Countries: A Case 

Study of Nigeria. Political Crossroads, 22(1), 55–70. 
63Heineman, E. D. (2011). Sexual violence in conflict zones: From the ancient world to the era of human rights. 

University of Pennsylvania Press. 
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