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Abstract. This study aims to find out the character values developed by culture-based schools and to
know the process of internalizing character values in the pre and corona pandemic period. This research
uses a qualitative descriptive approach with comparative studies. Data collection techniques through
interviews, observation, and documents. The results showed that: 1) character values developed by pre-
school and corona pandemic periods were in accordance with KDP guidelines, namely religious,
nationalist, independent, mutual cooperation, and integrity; 2) internalization of character values in
culture-based schools in the pre-pandemic corona is carried out through morning greetings, 5 S culture,
folk songs, traditional clothes, batik, musical instruments, traditional games, and literacy culture; 3)
supporting factors for internalizing character values are routine funding from the government, while the
inhibiting factor is weak commitment and awareness of school members in the process of internalizing
student character values.
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INTRODUCTION

Building the character of a nation is not an easy matter and is not as easy as turning a hand, but it requires
an ongoing process, quite a long time, a large cost, and the right strategy. Character education as a
strategy designed to grow the right character and assess student morals (Kim, Choe, & Kaufman, 2019).
The implementation of character education is carried out by the teacher with strengthen verbal and
nonverbal values (Utami, Amalia, Prayitno, Prihandini, & Pradana, 2019). In implementing character
education in schools, all stakeholders must be involved including the education component itself, namely
the curriculum, learning process, assessment, cooperation, leadership, implementation of curricular
activities, infrastructure, funding, and work ethics of all school residents (Harto, n.d.). This is impossible
if there is no involvement of all elements of society, as education stakeholders (Ceyhan, Mugaloglu, &
Tillotson, 2019). However, even though the development of the nation's character has been touted by the
government since 2010, it also has not been able to show optimal results in overcoming the existing
moral degradation cases. Whereas character education has become a national movement to create
schools as institutions that can grow young people who are ethical, responsible, and concerned with the
moral development of the nation (Barry, Rice, & Mcduffie-dipman, 2013). Therefore to build character
values, one must also build organizational culture, especially spiritual character values, which are
included in the vision and mission of the institution (Juharyanto, 2017)

One of the big challenges in the era of globalization which increasingly surging, which is
characterized by free competition and excellence, has an extraordinary impact on the world of education,
especially the problem of character building for the younger generation (Wihyanti, Subiyantoro, &
Fadhilah, 2019) . This can be seen by the influence in the field of culture, with many western cultural
values that are hedonistic, materialistic, pragmatic, and secularistic. Likewise with moral values, noble,
spiritual, and transcendental values, increasingly neglected and increasingly eroded by the Indonesian
people themselves. deep human process shaping character starts from the family, school and community
(Hiroyuki, Juliawan, & Sudarsana, 2018).

In addition, 21st century society requires individuals with high creativity to build a future with
new leadership filled with change in this global era (Kim et al.,, 2019). Strategies that can be applied in
the integration and implementation of this education are through an effective curriculum, optimal
learning processes, good management, student activities, and the local culture of the school (Suriadi &
Mursidin, 2019). Other strategies through the process of transformation between students with each
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other, so that these values can be conveyed and internalized so that values and become an inseparable
part of him (Suriadi & Mursidin, 2019) .

Character education in schools is an effort in order to build student character (character building)
towards a better direction than before. Character building through school culture is to instill values that
are supported by school policies including education stakeholders which are implemented with full
awareness as natural behavior, shaped by the environment (Suriadi & Mursidin, 2019). In fact,
students are said to have character if they have four criteria, namely knowing about the value of
goodness, having the desire to do good, consistently doing good, and having a good influence on their
environment (Sari & Nurabadi, 2019).

Character education is value education which involves aspects of knowledge, feelings, and actions
of students comprehensively, where value education will produce student character (Magda & Patriana,
2016). Including providing value education to shape the character of students, must be formulated
effectively because many negative factors affect students' deviant behavior (Eliasa, 2014). The character
of the student is easily formed, when there is a lighter in the development of the character's values,
because character concerns aspects of personality, which are related to students' beliefs, feelings, and
actions as a whole (Rokhman, Hum, & Syaifudin, 2014).

Lighters of character values, one of which is through the process of education and learning,
because character education has a very large share in advancing the nation's civilization towards a nation
that is knowledgeable, insightful, and characterless, and professional schools must develop a
comprehensive curriculum to develop professional skills, while developing student character (Ed,
Huber, & Mafi, 2013) Besides that, character education is not something new in Indonesia, character
education has been implemented in religious studies and citizenship education (Islami, 2016).

However, in its implementation, an appropriate strategy is needed, because there is a lot of
character education currently running that tends towards cognitive not much towards behavioral
implementation. Formation of character that has been running almost equated with certain activities,
such as religious education, morals, and citizenship carried out incidentally (Handayani & Rosliyah,
2020). Even though positive behavior should emerge when character education has been integrated and
implemented well in schools, so that character is superior to intelligence. Character has a broad scope
consisting of moral values, attitudes, and behavior in a comprehensive manner, which is reflected in good
attitudes and actions in one's daily life (Rokhman et al., 2014). For that relevant character education
implementation is integrating character education into all subjects that are the responsibility of the
teacher in the school (Eliasa, 2014). The evidence shows that interpersonal character has a very
important role in students' social adaptation, welfare, and life development (Liu, Xu, Xiao, Liu, & Li, 2020).
The learning process as the most strategic media that helps students build the desired character,
especially through systematic and consistent learning models (Silanoi, 2012).

Character education integrated in the 2013 curriculum, aims to improve the quality and results of
education, which leads to the formation of character and noble character of students in a whole,
integrated and balanced in accordance with the Competency Standards of Graduates (SKL) in each
education unit. Besides that character education is intended to improve the process and results of
education which leads to the formation of an integral and balanced character according to graduates'
competency standards at an educational level (Oktradiksa & Magelang, 2017). Because in schools
students and teachers can reflect back to pay attention to the quality and interaction of students when
together in class and other school activities. The norms of a positive learning environment embrace and
quickly develop the quality of valued characters (Gibbs, 1999). This requires that education as an agent
of student character change, because through education allows students to function as agents of positive
character change to develop good character  (Berkowitz, 2011).

Through the implementation of the 2013 competency-based curriculum, with a thematic and
contextual approach model, students are expected to be able to independently improve and use their
knowledge, study and internalize and personalize the values of these characters and noble characters into
their behavior and daily lives. This is in accordance with the general educational goals, namely to develop
the potential of students to become human beings who obey God Almighty, noble character, healthy,
knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, democratic and responsible. In addition, education also
has two main objectives, namely to guide the younger generation to be intelligent and to have virtuous
behavior (Sari & Nurabadi, 2019). Teachers who are prepared to teach must have good competence in
their fields and have skills in character education to educate a qualified generation (Ulger, Yigittir, &
Ercan, 2014).

Internalization of character values can be effective if supported by a good school climate, orderly,
high culture, effective and supportive leadership, collaborative relationships, effective teaching methods,
optimal student assessment and monitoring, and comprehensive parent and community involvement
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(Agostino, 2017). Some experts claim that character education is carried out well which has a synergy
between the school and the family which is the basis of good initial character setting (Mei-ju, Chen-hsin,
& Pin-chen, 2014).

Starting from the previous presentation, reinforcement of character values is very interesting to
be reviewed and explored, because through character education, the moral safety of the younger
generation is at stake. Curricular approaches and learning for character building must co-exist and
support one another (Was, Woltz, & Drew, 2006). To strengthen character values so that students can
easily be internalized, schools use forms of intervention, modeling, habituation, accompaniment,
reinforcement, and involvement of various educational stakeholders, besides that the school internalizes
character values to students through existing internal and external programs (Sudiami & Subagyo, 2019)

Departing from this statement, the strengthening of character values can run well if accompanied by a
positive school culture, which is able to accommodate and develop all the potential characteristics of
students. For example, one of the basic orientations and principles of learning in pesantren is to benefit
the community (Global Society) with noble character and besides maintaining good traditions (values)
and making new innovations towards a better direction (Anam, Degeng, Murtadho, & Kuswandi, 2019).

Important things that need to be done by schools is to optimize cultural values as a means of
education to help students organize, conduct, and live a harmonious life in the family and community
(Desyandri, 2018). Because the purpose of character education is to grow individuals who can
understand moral values and apply them in the best course of action, and have the right purpose in life
(Cubukecu, 2012). Character education should be carried out through activities outside of learning to
foster discipline and social skills, as well as the characteristics of scientific disciplines (Wongwung,
Tangdhanakanond, & Wongwanich, 2014). Modern education is directed at improving the quality and
effectiveness of an education system that is more adequate to improve the quality of the processes and
expected outcomes (Zlatkovi, 2012).

Based on the results of temporary observations and existing documents, SMP Negeri 1 Jetis
Bantul has a pretty good school life structure. This proved that the school dared to declare itself as a
school based on culture, even though it was only at the beginner level. This is very relevant to previous
findings that education as an agent of change that not only transfers knowledge, but also shapes students'
attitudes, behaviors, and character  (Rina, 2019). This courage is worthy of appreciation because the
school launched 17 cultural-based school programs and activities, supported by a solid budget, teacher
team and school board. However, it still needs to be investigated how to internalize character values in
the corona pandemic. This research will focus on developing positive characters and character
measurement through structured research to find out the characters that have been integrated and
internalized in student behavior (Toner, Haslam, Robinson, & Williams, 2012). The concept of critical
thinking for future education is based on individuals by involving the community, for collaboration and
communication, in the development of student character (Ed et al., 2013). Character education has
broadly taught positive moral values, respect, citizenship, social skills, a sense of justice, and
responsibility to students (Bailey, Tettegah, & Bradley, 2006).

METHOD

This research method is a descriptive study through a qualitative approach. The research subjects were
determined purposively according to the research objectives, namely one school principal, six teachers,
six female students and four male students. Data collection methods through interviews, observation, and
documentation. While the data analysis was carried out in a descriptive qualitative manner with a
comparative study. The results of the study were analyzed through data collection methods, revisions,
and analysis of existing research documents (Aragonés-Gonzalez, Rosser-Liminana, & Gil-Gonzalez,
2020).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

SMP Negeri 1 Jetis Bantul is a cultural-based school pilot as well as an environmentally friendly school,
which is in line with the vision of the school "Achievement, Cultured, Love the Environment, Based on
Imtaq and Science and Technology". The management and organization of education is carried out based
on the national education system by upholding cultural values. The objectives of the culture-based school
program are: 1) introducing students to cultural heritage; 2) love the cultural heritage of ancestors; 3)
preserving cultural heritages; and 4) implementing ancestral heritage cultures in everyday life.

Based on the results of interviews, observations, and documentation during the pre and Corona
pandemic period, the internalization process of character values is slightly hampered, especially during
the corona pandemic, because the learning process is done online, students learn at home, so school
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control cannot be optimal . The description of the results of the internalization of character values shows
differences in implementation during the pre and corona pandemic period.

Internalization of character values in Jetis 1 Junior High School in the corona pre pandemic can
be done through 1) morning shake culture; 2) 5 S culture (smile, greetings, greetings, polite and polite);
3) there must be a Koran; 4) reading of the Bible; 5) sing the Indonesia Raya song; 6) the use of keroncong
music and folk songs; 7) 3 language speeches; 8) batik painting at school; 9) use of traditional clothing;
10) the use of the "gendhing gamelan” instrument; 11) extra curricular karawitan; 12) use of Javanese
language; 13) cultural corner; 14) traditional games; 15) batik skills; 16) culture of shame; and 17)
literacy culture. One example of the activities to internalize character values is through musical activities
that must be followed by all students, which can be seen in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Students Practice Karawitan

Whereas the internalization of character values during the corona pandemic was carried out
through a tri center approach to education, which involved school education, family education, and
community education in an optimal and balanced manner.

To monitor the entire implementation of the learning process during the corona pandemic, the
school made a strategy so that the entire process could run well and in accordance with the guidelines
given by the government. These strategies include: a) schools develop distance learning instruments
(PJ]); b) schools conduct data collection on distance learning (P]]J); c) schools conduct reflections and
evaluations through limited teacher briefings; and d) schools follow up with improvements in the
implementation of distance learning (P]]).

Internalization of character values that have been carried out in SMP Negeri 1 Jetis Bantul in the
pre and corona pandemic period needs to be evaluated periodically, because in pre-corona
implementation has not been maximized, plus the corona pandemic period, schools find it difficult to
assess student character development directly because students study online. Character evaluation is
certainly different from other evaluations, because character evaluation is an evaluation of behavior as an
output from internalizing character values (Critcher, Helzer, & Tannenbaum, 2020). Two important
things that need to be evaluated during online learning are the effectiveness of the activity student
character development and the impact of these activities, including other program interventions
(Berkowitz, 2011).

The strategy that needs to be carried out by schools is to develop a standard implementation and
evaluation format about internalizing character values during online learning. In addition, schools must
collaborate synergistically with families and communities, to be actively involved in overseeing the
development of student character. Important things that need to be understood that the inculcation of
character values can be done through formal education, informal and informal. This means that character
education is not only a responsibility in the world of education, but also a shared responsibility between
the government, community, family, and school (Utami et al., 2019).

The most crucial thing is the role of the teacher, because the teacher has a very large role in
instilling values through learning that must be done with the right strategies, methods, and teaching
techniques (Sahinkayasi & Kelleci, 2013). Likewise, education in the community, has given opportunities
to students to gain experience and provide opportunities to actively participate in developing positive
attitudes (Feszterova & Jomova, 2015). Beside in addition, educational organizations urge teachers to
develop curricula that not only develop academic fields but must also develop student character (Ed et al.,
2013). The next step, character education must be linked to formal education programs and other
programs that focus on developing dimensions of positive behavior to face the challenges of life now and
in the future (Matsuba, Murzyn, & Hart, 2011).
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The role of education and government must be balanced which must work together
synergistically in helping to play a very central family function in fostering the character of students
(Kamalia et al., 2019). An effective student character development model is emphasizing the need for
praise, encouragement, and appreciation for students, as well as modeling the role of the teacher that can
be used as a role model (Arthur, 2011). Nevertheless, the current despite policy of the pandemic that is
taking place in many countries has been promoting learning through digital devices online for students,
but must be equipped with manuals so that students get optimal benefits from learning (Hartikainen,
livari, & Kinnula, 2019).

CONCLUSIONS

Strengthening the character values in SMP Negeri 1 Jetis Bantul pre pandemic corona is carried out
through programs and activities including: 1) morning shake culture; 2) 5 S culture (smile, greetings,
greetings, polite and polite); 3) there must be a Koran; 4) reading of the Bible; 5) sing the Indonesia Raya
song; 6) the use of keroncong music and folk songs; 7) 3 language speeches; 8) batik painting at school; 9)
use of traditional clothing; 10) the use of the "gendhing gamelan" instrument; 11) extra curricular
karawitan; 12) use of Javanese language; 13) cultural corner; 14) traditional games; 15) batik skills; 16)
culture of shame; and 17) literacy culture.

Whereas the reinforcement of character values during the corona pandemic was carried out
through the tri education center approach, which involved school education, family education, and
community education.
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