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Abstract

English Language plays a vital role in means of communication throughout whole over
world. It is very difficult to think of a society without language. It is a carrier of civilization
and culture. In case of the mother tongue, the child acquires it easily, due to the favourable
environment and by the great amount of exposure to the language. But, to learn second
language English it requires conscious efforts to learn it and the exposure to the second
language in most cases is limited. Majority of the students have favoured classroom
instruction for the second language acquisition. This article states compliexities and
solutions in learning English. There are so many factors affect the process of learning a
second language, including attitude, self-confidence, motivation, duration of exposure to
the language, classroom conditions, environment, family background, and availability of
competent teachers. Here the authors took up a study on analysing the various reasons
for the problems faced by the second language learner. This article states difficulties and
solutions in learning English.
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Introduction

The main aim of this paper is to examine the learning difficulties in learning English
Language among the higher secondary school learners of East Godavari Schools in Andhra
Pradesh, India. Most of the students don’t receive sufficient Standards of English-language
learning skills due to lack of English language knowledge among some of the teachers,
financial constraints, lack of multimedia project teaching and learning system, and lack of
English Language Club etc., It aims to look at the dire needs the young learners to be
motivated and to be inspired, so that they can be able to develop the basic knowledge of
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four skills like listening, speaking, writing and reading. Despite of depriving the ultra-
modern facilities. For this purpose, the current researcher collected data through
questionnaire and interview process were provided for the students to find out their
fundamental knowledge about their level of acquisition of English language. In the field
survey, participants were selected for interview, including male & female students,
teachers, and guardians. Teachers and parents expressed their different views about
English language learning complexities. The students who were participated in this
survey are very weak in English Grammar, Vocabulary, and Speaking Skill. After realizing
their English learning complexities, the researcher came to conclusion and
recommendations. Thus, this study would like to present a new dimension of how to
overcome the problems and complexities among higher secondary school level learners
in learning English Language.

Students’ Learning Difficulties

The questionnaire was designed to know about teachers understanding of their students’
difficulties in learning and using English. List of nine possible difficulties were provided
to the teachers along with an option where they could include some other difficulties
which they feel their students face. To name a few of the difficulties that are being listed
out, understanding lectures, taking notes during lecture, asking questions in classroom,
and understanding textbook are some of them.

Item wise mean percentages as perceived by teachers with respect to Students
Learning Difficulties

Item | Skill Mean
Percent
A Understanding lectures 62.50
B Taking notes during lectures 60.00
C Asking questions in the classroom 74.25
D Answering questions in the classroom 50.75
E Participating in the classroom discussion 67.50
F Understanding textbook 74.63
G Making notes 64.75
H Writing answers to the questions 68.25

Item wise mean percentages as perceived by teachers with respect to Students
Learning Difficulties
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The above table observed that, the teachers expressed high perceptions with respect to
asking questions in the classroom, understanding textbook, writing answers to the
questions, participating in the classroom discussion. The mean percentages are found be
74.63%, 74.25, 68.25, and 67.50% respectively.

In some areas, teachers expressed above average perceptions with respect to Learning
Difficulties in English, making notes, understanding lectures, and taking notes during
lecture. The mean percentages are found to be 64.75%, 62.50%, and 60% respectively.

It is clear from the table that teachers do consider that learners face language problems
in understanding lectures, taking notes during lectures, asking and answering questions
in classroom, participating in classroom discussions, understanding textbooks, making
notes and writing answers to questions. However, the average value of all the learning
difficulties shows that teachers believe their students face difficulties in the above areas
but not to a large extent. This further suggests that teachers feel their students need a
little more improvement.

Mean, SD, and ‘t’/F Values on the perceptions of Teachers based on their Socio-
Economic Variables with respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English
in Secondary Schools of East Godavari district.

Variable Category N Mean | Std. Dev. | t-value | p-value

Mal 102 | 21.95 | 0.22

Gender — 2.08* | 0.04
Female 98 |20.87 | 0.34
i D 153 | 20.92 | 0.27

Acad.e-rnlc. egree 103% | 0.30
Qualification PG 47 | 20.87 | 0.34
Professional B.Ed, 162 | 20.91 | 0.29

rolessiona 0.26N5 | 0.79
Qualification M.Ed 38 |20.92|0.27
Teachi Below 5 49 |20.82 |0.39

eac _1ng elow 5 years c19% | 0.00
Experience Between 5 to 10 Years | 103 | 20.91 | 0.28
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Above 10 years 48 |21.00 | 0.10
. Telugu 111 | 20.92 | 0.27
Medium English 89 |20.90 | 0.30 0497 1 0.62
VIII Class 60 |20.93 |0.25
Teaching IX Class 76 |20.89 | 0.31
Class X Class 42 120.90 | 0.30 021% 1 0.89
VIII to X classes 22 12091 |0.29
Government 60 |20.94 |0.24
Management ZPH 100 | 2085 | 0.36 3.38* | 0.05
Municipal 20 |21.00|0.10
Private 20 | 2095 |0.22
Rural 125 | 2091 | 0.28
Locality Urban 50 |20.90 | 0.30 0.05Ns 1 0.95
Tribal 25 12092 |0.28

**Significant at 0.01, *Significant at 0.05 level and NS: Not Significant

From the above table it is observed that, the mean perceptual scores of teachers with
respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English in Secondary Schools, the mean
perceptual score of male category teachers was 21.95, whereas it was for the female
category teachers was 20.87 and the SD values were 0.22 and 0.34 respectively. The
derived t - value was 2.08 and the p-value was 0.04 which was statistically significant at
0.05 level. This shows that, there was a significant difference between the perceptions of
male and female category teachers and male category teachers perceived high with
respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English in Secondary Schools than that
of female category teachers.

With regard to their Academic Qualification, the mean perceptual score of Degree
qualified category teachers was 20.92, whereas it was for PG qualified category teachers
was20.87 and the SD values were 0.27 and 0.34. The derived t - value was 1.03 and the p-
value was 0.30, which was not significant at any level. This shows that, there was no
significant difference between the perceptions of Degree and PG qualified category
teachers and they perceived similar opinion with respect to Students Learning Difficulties
in using English in Secondary Schools.

With regard to their Professional Qualification, the mean perceptual score of B.Ed.,,
qualified category teachers was 20.91, whereas it was for M.Ed., qualified category
teachers was 20.92 and the SD values were 0.29 and 0.27. The derived t - value was 0.26
and the p-value was 0.79, which was not significant at any level. This shows that, there
was no significant difference between the perceptions of B.Ed., and M.Ed., qualified
category teachers and they perceived similar opinion with respect to Students Learning
Difficulties in using English in Secondary Schools.
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With regard to their Teaching Experience, the mean perceptual score of below 5 years
teaching experience category teachers was 20.82, for between 5 to 10 years teaching
experience category teachers was 20.91, whereas it was for the above 10 years teaching
experience category teachers was 21.00 and the SD values were 0.39, 0.28 and 0.10
respectively. The derived F - value was 5.19 and the p-value was 0.00 which was
statistically significant at 0.01 level. This shows that there was a significant difference
among the perceptions of teachers based on their teaching experience and above 10 years
teaching experienced category teachers perceived high with respect to Students Learning
Difficulties in using English in Secondary Schools than that of below 5 and 5 to 10 years
teaching experienced category teachers.

With regard to their Medium of Instruction, the mean perceptual score of Telugu
medium category teachers was 20.92, whereas it was for English medium category
teachers was 20.90 and the SD values were 0.27 and 0.30. The derived
t — value was 0.49 and the p-value was 0.62, which was not significant at any level. This
shows that, there was no significant difference between the perceptions of Telugu and
English medium category teachers and they perceived similar opinion with respect to
Students Learning Difficulties in using English in Secondary Schools.

With regard to their Teaching Class, the mean perceptual score of VIII class teaching
category teachers was 20.93, for IX class teaching category teachers was 20.89, and for X
class teaching category teachers was 20.90 whereas it was for the VIII to X classes
teaching category teachers was 20.91 and the SD values were 0.25, 0.31, 0.30 and 0.29
respectively. The derived F - value was 0.21 and the p-value was 0.89 which was
statistically not significant at any level. This shows that there was no significant difference
among the perceptions of teachers based on their teaching class and they perceived
similar opinion with respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English in
Secondary Schools.

With regard to their School Management, the mean perceptual score of Government
school category teachers was 20.94, for Zilla Parishad High School category teachers was
20.85 and for Municipal school category teachers was 21.00, whereas it was for the
Private school category teachers was 20.95 and the SD values were 0.24, 0.36, 0.10 and
0.32 respectively. The derived F - value was 3.38 and the p-value was 0.05 which was
statistically significant at 0.05 level. This shows that there was a significant difference
among the perceptions of teachers based on their school management and Municipal
school category teachers perceived high with respect to Students Learning Difficulties in
using English in Secondary Schools than that of Government, Zilla Parishad High school
and Private school category teachers.

With regard to their Locality, the mean perceptual score of rural area category teachers
was 20.91, and for urban area category teachers was 20.90 whereas it was for the tribal
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area category teachers was 20.92 and the SD values were 0.28, 0.30 and 0.28
respectively. The derived F - value was 0.05 and the p-value was 0.95 which was
statistically not significant at any level. This shows that there was no significant difference
among the perceptions of teachers based on their locality and they perceived similar
opinion with respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English in Secondary
Schools.

Mean between the perceptions of Teachers based on their Gender, Academic and
Professional Qualification and Teaching Experience with respect to Students
Learning Difficulties in using English
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Findings of the Study

1. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the male and female (Gender)
teachers working in the secondary schools with respect to Students Learning
Difficulties in using English language.

2. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the (Academic Qualification)
teachers working in the secondary schools with respect to Students Learning
Difficulties in using English language.

3. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the B.Ed and M.Ed (Professional
Qualification) teachers working in the secondary schools with respect to Students
Learning Difficulties in using English language.

4. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the Below 5 years Between 5 to
10 Years above 10 years (Teaching Experience) teachers working in the secondary
schools with respect to Students Learning Difficulties in using English language.

5. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the Telugu and English (Medium
of Instruction) teachers working in the secondary schools with respect to Students
Learning Difficulties in using English language.

6. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the VIII Class IX Class X Class VIII
to X classes (Teaching Class) teachers working in the secondary schools with respect
to Students Learning Difficulties in using English language.

7. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the Government ZPH Municipal
Private (School Management) teachers working in the secondary schools with respect
to Students Learning Difficulties in using English language.

8. There is a significant difference in the perceptions of the Rural Urban Tribal (Locality)
teachers working in the secondary schools with respect to Students Learning
Difficulties in using English language.

Conclusion

From the findings of the study, it is concluded that gender, age, teaching experience type
of school management and location of the institution have no influence on the Students
Learning Difficulties in using English Language.

Educational Implications

Teachers are the most important agents of translating all principles of education into
practice. Their role is the most crucial for the proper implementation for the innovation.
They should adhere to the following suggestions:

1. Teachers should know very clearly what they are teaching and why. If they are
confused about the content they are teaching, they can never enlighten the learners.

2. Since teaching is a noble profession teachers’ need to develop a sense of
professionalism within them. They should know how to be professional with
colleagues, students, administrative staff and parents.
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. Teachers need to engage themselves with personal and reflective practices like discuss

pedagogical issues with colleagues write reflective diary share them. They should
attend seminar, conferences focused group discussions and form special interest
groups.

Teachers need to arrange for dialogs with the learners as well. They should talk to them
listen to them cater to their needs, collect students’ feedback on their classes and be
open to criticism. They should be open to bring out changes in their own practices.

. Teachers should be moral and ethical sound in relation to teaching practices. They

should not indulge in malpractices and be Swayed away by the massive
commercialisation of education.

References

1.

Arter, C., Mason, H., McCall, S., McLinden, M. & Stone, ]. (1999).Children with visual
impairment in mainstream settings. London: Fulton.

Arun, P,, Chavan, B.S,, Bhargava, R, Sharma, A. &Kaur, ]. (2013).Prevalence of specific
developmental disorder of scholastic skill in school students in Chandigarh, India.
Indian ] Med Res 138, 89-98.

Badian, N.A. (1996).Dyslexia: A validation of the concept at two age levels. Journal of
Learning Disabilities, 29, 1, 102-112.

Bradley, R, Danielson, L. & Hallahan, D.P. (eds) (2002). Identification of learning
disabilities: Research to practice. Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Brown, R. T, & Perrin, J. M. (2007). Measuring outcomes in attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Jr. 1 of pediatric psy., 32(6), 627-630.

Emerson, E., & Robertson, J. (2011).The Estimated Prevalence of Visual Impairment
among People with Learning Disabilities in England.

Fuchs, D., et.al. (2002). Is ‘learning disabilities’ just a fancy term for low achievement?
A meta- analysis of reading differences between low achievers with and without the
label. In R. Bradley, L. Danielson & D.P. Hallahan (eds) Identification of learning
disabilities: Research to practice (pp.737-762). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

Gafoor, K. A, & Kaleeludeen, C. P.(2009). Reading difficulties among upper primary
school pupils in Kerala. Journal of Studies in Teacher Education, 2(1), 22-34.

Gafoor, K. A., & Sajeev, T. (2009). Difficulties In Writing Malayalam Among Upper
Primary School Pupils, GCTE Journal Of Research And Extension In Education, 4(2),
15-26.

10. Gafoor, K. A., & Sheela, K.K.(2010). An exploration into the difficulties in arithmetic

among upper primary students in Kerala, Endeavours in Education, 1 (1), 14-27.

11. Grigorenko, E.L. (2001). Developmental dyslexia: An update on genes, brains and

environments. Journal of Child Psychology & Psychiatry, 42, 91-125.

12. Gupta, V.B. (1999). Manual of developmental and behavioral problems in children.

New York: Dekker. 92 INSIGHT Journal of Applied Research in Education, Vol. 20, No.
1,2015

6123 | K. Sajaya Kumari Perceptions Of Secondary School Teacher Towards
Learning Difficulties While Learning English Language In East Godavari District
Andhra Pradesh, India



13. Gupta, V.B. (1999). Manual of developmental and behavioral problems in children.
New York: Dekker.

14. Hackett R, Hackett L, Bakta P et al (1999). The prevalence and association of
psychiatric disorders in children in Kerala, South India. Journal of Child Psychology
and Psychiatry, 40, 801-807.

15. Kundu, C.L. (2000) Status of Disability in India 2000. Rehabilitation Council of India,
New Delhi Lang, R. (2001, June). Understanding disability from a south Indian
perspective.In 14th Annual Meeting of the Disability Studies Association, Winnipeg,
Canada. Retrieved October (Vol. 14, p. 2009).

16. Lyon, G. R.(1996). The Future of Children Special Education For Students With
Disabilities 6 (1), 54-76. Pastor, P. N.,

17.Reuben, C. A,, & Duran, C. R. (2012). Identifying Emotional and Behavioral Problems
in Children Aged 4-17 Years: United States, 2001-2007. National Health Statistics
Reports. Number 48. National Center for Health Statistics.

18. Silver, A.A. & Hagin, R.A. (2002).Disorders of learning in childhood (2nd edn). New
York: Wiley.

19. Srinath, S., Girimaji, S. C., Gururaj, G., Seshadri, S., Subbakrishna, D. K., Bhola, P.,, &
Kumar, N. (2005).Epidemiological study of child & adolescent psychiatric disorders
in urban & rural areas of Bangalore, India. Indian Journal of Medical Research, 122(1),
67.

20. Westwood, P. (2004). Learning and learning difficulties: A handbook for teachers.
Learning and Learning Difficulties: A Handbook for Teachers, ix. Wing.L.(1996). The
autistic spectrum. London: Constable.

6124 | K. Sajaya Kumari Perceptions Of Secondary School Teacher Towards
Learning Difficulties While Learning English Language In East Godavari District
Andhra Pradesh, India



