'( Ilkogretim Online - Elementary Education Online, 2021; Vol 20 (Issue 2): pp. 4199-4204

} ) http://ilkogretim-online.org
doi: 10.17051/ilkonline.2021.02.434

Socio-Political Problems Of Women In Assam: Issues
Of Identity, Violence And Development

Dr. Sanjay Mili Assistant Professor, Dept. Of Political Science, Bahona
College, Jorhat, Assam. Email: sanjaymilibahona@gmail.com

Abstract: This research article examines the multifaceted socio-political problems faced
by women in Assam, with a focus on issues of identity, violence, and development. Assam,
a state in northeastern India, presents a complex socio-cultural landscape where women
encounter numerous challenges. The article explores how women in Assam grapple with
issues of identity, often navigating multiple cultural and social identities that intersect
with their gender. It also delves into the prevalence of various forms of violence against
women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, and trafficking, and the
impact of these on women's lives and well-being. Furthermore, the article analyzes the
role of development initiatives and policies in addressing these challenges, highlighting
both successes and shortcomings. Through a comprehensive analysis, the article aims to
contribute to a deeper understanding of the socio-political dynamics affecting women in
Assam and to inform more effective strategies for addressing their issues.
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I. Introduction:

A. Background of Assam:

Assam, a state in northeastern India, is known for its rich cultural heritage and natural
beauty. However, the state also faces numerous socio-political challenges, including
issues related to gender equality and women's rights. Assam has a diverse population,
with various ethnic groups and communities coexisting in the region. This diversity has
contributed to the state's unique cultural identity but has also led to tensions and
conflicts, particularly regarding issues of identity and autonomy.

B. Importance of addressing women's issues:

Women in Assam, as in many other parts of India, face a range of socio-political problems,
including discrimination, violence, and lack of access to education and healthcare.
Addressing these issues is crucial not only for promoting gender equality but also for
ensuring the overall development and well-being of the state. Women's empowerment
has been recognized as a key factor in achieving sustainable development, and addressing
women's issues is therefore essential for the overall socio-economic progress of Assam.
C. Purpose of the study:

The purpose of this study is to examine the socio-political problems faced by women in
Assam, with a focus on issues of identity, violence, and development. By exploring these
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issues in depth, the study seeks to shed light on the challenges faced by women in the
state and to identify potential solutions for addressing these challenges.

D. Overview of the paper:

The paper is divided into several sections, each focusing on a different aspect of the socio-
political problems faced by women in Assam. The first section provides a brief overview
of the state's history and cultural background, setting the context for the discussion. The
following sections then delve into specific issues such as identity, violence, and
development, examining the causes and consequences of these problems and discussing
possible strategies for addressing them. The paper concludes with a summary of key
findings and recommendations for future action.

II. Historical Context:

A. Overview of women's status in Assam historically:

The status of women in Assam has been deeply influenced by its diverse cultural and
ethnic landscape. Historically, Assam has been home to several matrilineal and matrilocal
societies, where women enjoyed relatively higher status compared to other parts of India.
However, with the advent of patriarchal norms and practices, women's status gradually
declined, and they were relegated to subordinate roles within the family and society.

B. Impact of colonialism on women:

The colonial period marked a significant turning point in the status of women in Assam.
British colonial policies, aimed at establishing control over the region, had a profound
impact on women's lives. The introduction of private property, the imposition of
patriarchal legal systems, and the marginalization of indigenous customs and practices
all contributed to the subordination of women in Assam.

C. post-independence developments:

After independence, efforts were made to improve the status of women in Assam. The
Constitution of India guaranteed equal rights to women and provided for affirmative
action measures to promote gender equality. However, despite these efforts, women in
Assam continue to face a range of socio-political problems, including discrimination,
violence, and lack of access to education and healthcare.

II1. Socio-Political Identity of Women in Assam:

A. Cultural and ethnic diversity:

Assam is known for its rich cultural and ethnic diversity, with various communities
coexisting in the region. This diversity has a significant impact on the socio-political
identity of women in Assam, as they navigate between different cultural norms and
practices.

B. Influence of traditional norms and practices:

Traditional norms and practices play a crucial role in shaping the socio-political identity
of women in Assam. These norms often dictate the roles and responsibilities of women
within the family and society, impacting their access to education, employment, and
participation in decision-making processes.

C. Role of religion and community in shaping identity:

4200 | Dr. Sanjay Mili Socio-Political Problems Of Women In Assam: Issues
Of Identity, Violence And Development



Religion and community also play a significant role in shaping the identity of women in
Assam. Different religious and ethnic communities have their own set of norms and
practices regarding the roles of women, which can influence their socio-political identity.
D. Impact of migration and urbanization:

Migration and urbanization have also had an impact on the socio-political identity of
women in Assam. As more women move to urban areas in search of employment and
education, they are exposed to new ideas and ways of life, which can challenge traditional
norms and practices.

IV. Violence Against Women:

A. Types of violence (domestic, sexual, etc.):

Violence against women in Assam takes many forms, including domestic violence, sexual
violence, and trafficking. These forms of violence are often rooted in patriarchal attitudes
and inequalities that persist in society.

B. Factors contributing to violence (patriarchy, lack of legal protection, etc.):
Patriarchal attitudes and practices, combined with a lack of legal protection for women,
contribute to the prevalence of violence against women in Assam. These factors create a
culture of impunity, where perpetrators feel emboldened to commit acts of violence
without fear of consequences.

C. Consequences of violence on women and society:

Violence against women has far-reaching consequences, not only for the victims but also
for society as a whole. Women who experience violence may suffer physical and
psychological trauma, leading to long-term health issues. Violence against women also
perpetuates gender inequalities and hinders women's participation in social, economic,
and political life.

D. Efforts to address and prevent violence:

Efforts to address and prevent violence against women in Assam include legal reforms,
awareness campaigns, and support services for victims. However, more needs to be done
to tackle the root causes of violence and ensure that women in Assam can live free from
fear and discrimination.

V. Development Issues:

A. Education and literacy rates among women:

Assam faces challenges regarding the education and literacy rates among women. Despite
efforts to improve access to education, there are still disparities, especially in rural areas
and among marginalized communities. Factors such as poverty, early marriage, and
cultural norms contribute to lower enrollment and higher dropout rates among girls.

B. Economic participation and opportunities:

Women in Assam face barriers to economic participation and lack access to opportunities
for economic empowerment. Limited access to resources, lack of skills training, and
gender discrimination in the workforce hinder women's ability to engage in meaningful
economic activities and achieve financial independence.

C. Health and healthcare access:
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Women in Assam face challenges in accessing healthcare services, particularly in rural
and remote areas. Maternal mortality rates are higher among women in Assam compared
to the national average, highlighting the need for improved healthcare infrastructure and
services tailored to women's needs.

D. Political representation and participation:

Women in Assam are underrepresented in political decision-making processes. Despite
constitutional provisions for gender equality, women continue to face barriers to political
participation, including social norms, lack of support from political parties, and limited
access to resources for campaigning.

VI. Intersectionality of Identity, Violence, and Development:

A. How identity influences experiences of violence and development:

Women's experiences of violence and development in Assam are shaped by intersecting
identities such as caste, class, ethnicity, and religion. Marginalized women, such as
indigenous women and those from rural areas, face compounded challenges due to these
intersecting identities, leading to increased vulnerability to violence and limited access
to development opportunities.

B. Challenges faced by marginalized groups (indigenous women, rural women,
etc.):

Marginalized groups of women in Assam, such as indigenous women and those from rural
areas, face specific challenges related to identity, violence, and development. These
include land rights issues, lack of access to education and healthcare, and limited
economic opportunities, which further marginalize these groups within society.

C. Strategies for promoting inclusive development and addressing violence:
Promoting inclusive development and addressing violence against women in Assam
requires a multi-faceted approach. This includes addressing structural inequalities, such
as land rights and access to resources, promoting education and skills training for
women, improving healthcare infrastructure and services, and enhancing women's
political representation and participation.

VII. Conclusion:

A. Summary of key findings:

Throughout this research article, we have explored the socio-political problems faced by
women in Assam, focusing on issues of identity, violence, and development. We have
identified several key findings that highlight the challenges faced by women in the region,
including:

- The complex interplay between gender, ethnicity, and religion in shaping women's
experiences of identity in Assam.

- The prevalence of various forms of violence against women in Assam, including
domestic violence, sexual harassment, and trafficking.

- The impact of these socio-political problems on women's access to education,
healthcare, and economic opportunities.

B. Recommendations for policy and practice:
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Based on our findings, we recommend the following policy and practice interventions to
address the socio-political problems faced by women in Assam:

- Implementing gender-sensitive policies and programs that address the specific needs
and challenges faced by women from different ethnic and religious backgrounds.

- Strengthening legal frameworks and law enforcement mechanisms to prevent and
respond to violence against women.

- Promoting women's participation in decision-making processes at all levels of society.
C. Suggestions for future research:

While this research article has provided a comprehensive overview of the socio-political
problems faced by women in Assam, there are several areas that warrant further
research, including:

- The impact of cultural norms and practices on women's access to education and
economic opportunities.

- The role of women's organizations and civil society in addressing gender-based violence
and promoting women's rights.

- The intersectionality of gender with other social categories, such as class, caste, and
disability, in shaping women's experiences in Assam.

D. Final thoughts on the importance of addressing women's issues in Assam:

In conclusion, addressing the socio-political problems faced by women in Assam is crucial
for promoting gender equality, social justice, and inclusive development in the region. By
recognizing and addressing the unique challenges faced by women in Assam, we can work
towards creating a more equitable and inclusive society for all.
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