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ABSTRACT

This paper delves into the depiction of environmental awareness in the works of Bhasa,
a preeminent Sanskrit playwright of ancient India. While Bhasa is renowned for his
contributions to drama and literature, this study shifts the focus to his portrayal of the
natural world, analyzing how his plays reflect a profound sensitivity towards
environmental themes. Through the lens of environmental ethics and conservation, the
analysis explores how Bhasa's characters interact with their natural surroundings,
utilizing symbolism and metaphor to convey deeper philosophical messages.
Furthermore, this study investigates the ethical implications of Bhasa's environmental
awareness, highlighting its relevance to contemporary environmental discourse. Overall,
this research contributes to a deeper understanding of Bhasa's literary legacy and
underscores the timeless relevance of his environmental insights in addressing
contemporary environmental issues.
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I. INTRODUCTION

For Sanskrit literature, Bhasa is considered to be the oldest playwright. There are
research and evidences that suggest that the time of Bhasa is believed to have occurred
between the years 150 and 250 CE. The thirteen plays of Bhasa, which are collectively
known as Bhasa Natakacakra, are mostly based on the lines of Ramayana and
Mahabharata. Some of the plays that he has written that are particularly noteworthy are
Svapnavasavadatta, Pratimanataka, Balacharita, Abhisekanataka, and Daridra Carudatta.
Bhasa is widely recognized for his innovative approach to presenting and stagecraft, as
well as his exceptional ability to artistically transform epics into dramatic works. Every
single figure, regardless of their significance, is crafted by Bhasa with such meticulous
attention to detail that they make an unforgettable impression on the mind of someone
who encounters them. It is widely acknowledged that Udayana, the protagonist of
Svapnavasavadatta, is often regarded as the most prominent romantic figure in Indian
literature. The love that he has for his supposedly deceased queen Vasavadatta is
steadfast, despite the fact that he is married to Padmavati.



My mind is constantly captivated in the memories of my beloved Vasavadatta, and despite
the fact that Padmavati is my queen and my favorite because of her beauty, good
character, and sweetness, she is unable to keep my mind ever attached to her.

In Bhasa's plays, the eternal traits that distinguish them include the natural unfolding of
sequences of events, the lifelike representation of characters, the efficiency of expression,
and the appropriate assignment of various aesthetics and subtleties of emotions.

There are thirty-five plays that are supposed to have been written by him, however there
are only thirteen plays that are now in record. There are several stipulations in the Natya
Shastra that Bhasa does not adhere to. Despite the fact that no post-Kalidasan play has
been discovered to violate the norms of the 'Natya Shastra,' this has been interpreted as
evidence of their ancient origins. There are instances in plays like Urubhanga where
Bhasa permits sequences that have indications of physical violence to be performed on
stage. This is something that the Natya Shastra strongly disapproves of. Only two of the
known tragic Sanskrit plays from ancient India are known to exist: the Uru-Bhanga and
the Karna-bhara. In spite of the fact that he is considered to be the antagonist of the
Mahabharata, Duryodhana is the true hero in Uru-Bhanga. He is depicted as experiencing
remorse for his past while lying with his thighs crushed and waiting to die. His
relationships with his family are depicted with a great deal of emotional depth. There is
no mention of such a remorse incorporated into the epic. At the conclusion of the Karna-
bhara, the prophetic omens of the tragic conclusion of Karna, another epic figure from the
Mahabharata, are presented. The Natya Shastra was the source of inspiration for early
plays in India, which strictly deemed tragic endings to be unacceptable. The majority of
the plays take their inspiration from the Indian epics, the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana, and for the most part, they are quite briefin comparison to later authors. Even
though he is fully on the side of the heroes of the epic, Bhasa shows a great deal of pity
towards their adversaries who are against them. When he wants to do this, he takes a lot
of creative license with the tale. In the Pratima-nataka, Kaikeyi, who is responsible for the
sad events that occur in the Ramayana, is shown as bearing the slander of everyone in
order to accomplish a goal that is not even close to being honorable.

I. ROLE OF NATURE IN BHASA’S PLAYS

Nature as a Setting and Active Participant

Nature in Bhasa's plays not only acts as a backdrop but also actively participates in the
plot. The characters and narrative of the story are shaped by the natural world,
illustrating the interdependence of all living beings and the significance of maintaining
environmental balance. In the text "Pratijfiayaugandharayana,” the forest is portrayed as
both a physical location and a dynamic force that influences the protagonist's journey.
The forest represents the intricacy of life and the dual essence of nature, serving as both
a caring and demanding force.
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In "Svapnavasavadattam,"” the plot relies heavily on the presence of natural features such
as rivers, mountains, and forests. The river, frequently seen as a sign of vitality and
uninterrupted progression, embodies the passage of time and the changes in the
characters' existence. The forest functions as a sanctuary and catalyst for personal
growth, mirroring the protagonists' inward voyages. These portrayals emphasize Bhasa's
perception of nature as a dynamic and sentient entity that engages with humans in
significant manners.

Symbolism and Metaphors

Bhasa's use of nature-related symbols and metaphors enhances the depth and
significance of his plays. Trees, rivers, animals, and landscapes possess not just physical
attributes but can convey important philosophical and ethical meanings. The forest in
"Pratijiayaugandharayana” represents both peril and refuge, embodying the contrasting
elements of the natural world. This paradox reflects the intricacy of human existence,
wherein difficulties and assistance frequently originate from the identical origin.

In Bhasa's plays, rivers often serve as symbolic representations of the passage of time and
the cycle of life, implying both a sense of uninterrupted progression and transformation.
For instance, the act of over a river might represent a momentous change or the triumph
over a personal obstacle. The figurative utilization of natural elements enhances the
storyline, imbuing the characters' experiences with greater complexity and significance.
The symbolism of trees, which frequently symbolize vitality, development, and
steadfastness, underscores the significance of conserving these natural assets.

Human-Nature Relationship

Bhasa's art prominently explores the interplay between humans and environment,
marked by a profound sense of mutual respect and admiration. The characters in his plays
frequently exhibit a keen understanding of their reliance on the natural environment.
This relationship is shown through a range of acts and discourses that mirror a
fundamental cultural belief in maintaining ecological equilibrium.

The characters of "Pratijiayaugandharayana” have a deep respect for the forest and its
inhabitants, emphasizing the concept that people are integral components of a broader
ecological framework. The reverence for nature in this context serves not only as a mere
setting for the drama, but also as a vital component of the narrative, imparting to the
viewer the significance of coexisting harmoniously with the environment.

The repercussions of disturbing this inherent balance are also depicted graphically. When
characters in Bhasa's plays deviate from the natural order, they frequently encounter
severe repercussions, which serve as a moral reminder about the significance of
environmental care. This depiction exemplifies a perspective that places importance on
maintaining ecological equilibrium and acknowledges the interconnectedness of all living
organisms.
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III. BHASA AS AN ENVIRONMENTALIST WITH REFERENCE TO HIS WORKS

Svapnavasavadattam
In "Svapnavasavadattam,” Bhasa can be seen as an environmentalist due to his depiction

of characters' engagements with the natural world. The play emphasizes the significance
of conserving natural landscapes, such as woods and rivers, as essential components of
the ecosystem. The characters exhibit behaviors that reflect their commitment to
environmental stewardship, such as showing deep respect for trees and animals, or
actively promoting the preservation of natural environments. Bhasa conveys the concept
of a harmonious connection between humans and the natural world by portraying nature
as a comforting and wise entity for the characters. This promotes environmental
consciousness and reverence.

Madhyamavyayoga

Bhasa's "Madhyamavyayoga" showcases his ecological inclinations by depicting nature
as a backdrop for profound philosophical reflection and spiritual development. The
drama highlights the interdependence between humanity and the natural environment,
as characters discover motivation and enlightenment in natural settings such as woods
and mountains. Bhasa promotes a greater understanding and recognition of the beauty
and importance of nature via conversations and behaviors, encouraging the audience to
develop habits of being thoughtful and respectful towards the environment.

Pratijna-Yaugandharayana
The play "Pratijna-Yaugandharayana" by Bhasa explores topics of government and

resource management, reflecting environmentalism. The drama portrays monarchs
enacting policies focused on environmental preservation and sustainable progress,
reflecting Bhasa's support for responsible use of natural resources. Bhasa explores
environmental concerns such as deforestation, water shortages, and animal protection
via conversations and plot developments. The intention is to prompt the audience to
contemplate the significance of safeguarding the environment for future generations.

Dootavakyam
Bhasa's ecological sympathies are apparent in his depiction of diplomatic contacts and

commerce connections in "Dootavakyam". The characters participate in dialogues on
environmental issues such as deforestation, pollution, and habitat destruction,
emphasizing the interdependence between economic activity and environmental
deterioration. Bhasa actively promotes environmental protection measures through
diplomatic discussions and accords, showcasing his dedication to developing cooperation
and partnership for sustainable development.

Abhisheka-Nataka
In "Abhisheka-Nataka," Bhasa advocates for environmental protection by describing rites
and rituals that pay homage to the natural world and its constituent parts. Highlighting

the significance of preserving ecological harmony, characters engage in religious rituals
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to placate nature deities and request their favor for bountiful crops and pleasant weather.
Bhasa encourages his audience to adore and protect the environment by teaching them
about environmental stewardship and the holiness of the natural world via conversations
and symbolic gestures.

Uttararamacarita

Bhasa's examination of justice and ecological harmony topics in "Uttararamacarita"
reveals his environmentalist viewpoint. Reflecting Bhasa’s calling for environmental
preservation, the drama portrays rulers enacting laws to save natural areas and
biodiversity. Bhasa addresses environmental issues such land degradation, pollution, and
habitat loss via conversations and plot developments, making the audience think about
how important sustainable governance is for preserving the environment.

Panchratram

"Panchratram” exemplifies environmentalism via Bhasa's portrayal of rites and rituals
that honor the sanctity of water and the elements. The characters emphasize the
interdependence of humanity and the environment by presenting sacrifices and gifts to
nature deities in the hopes of receiving their blessings for a prosperous and healthy life.
Bhasa encourages his audience to take responsibility for the environment by teaching
them via symbolic gestures and conversations the significance of avoiding pollution and
safeguarding water supplies.

Balacharita

In "Balacharita,”" Bhasa uses Krishna's rural lifestyle and respect for nature to advocate
for environmental protection. As they tend to their animals and cultivate fields using
sustainable agricultural techniques, scenes show Krishna and his friends living in peace
with the natural world. Bhasa promotes a lifestyle based on environmental consciousness
and compassion via his conversations and story plots, which teach about the
interdependence of all living things and the significance of preserving ecological
equilibrium.

Dutavakyam
The investigation of topics connected to diplomacy and interstate relations in

"Dutavakyam" reveals Bhasa's ecological leanings. Issues like deforestation, pollution,
and habitat degradation are discussed by the characters in relation to environmental
cooperation and teamwork. By promoting environmental protection measures through
diplomatic discussions and accords, Bhasa shows his dedication to encouraging global
collaboration for sustainable development and conservation of the environment.

Pancaratra

By portraying rites and rituals that pay homage to the natural world in "Pancaratra,"
Bhasa encourages environmentalism. The protagonists pray to the natural gods and
goddesses, who they adore, in the hopes of receiving their blessings for a bountiful
harvest. Bhasa inspires awe and reverence for the natural world in his listeners by
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teaching them about the interdependence of all living things and the significance of
maintaining ecological harmony via symbolic actions and conversations.

Duta-Vakya
Bhasa's examination of topics pertaining to diplomacy and environmental cooperation in

"Duta-Vakya" reveals his ecological viewpoint. In this scene, the characters talk about
environmental issues and how to fix them. Bhasa actively promotes measures to save the
environment via diplomatic discussions and accords, showing his dedication to
encouraging teamwork and cooperation in the pursuit of sustainable development and
environmental preservation.

Kamsavadha

In "Kamsavadha," Bhasa advocates for ecology by depicting characters who hold deep
respect for nature and the environment. The scenes portray individuals expressing a
profound sense of wonder and reverence for the natural world, acknowledging its
exquisite beauty and remarkable variety. Bhasa effectively communicates teachings on
the interdependence of all living beings and the significance of maintaining a harmonious
relationship with nature via dialogues and narrative advancements. This promotes an
ethical stance towards environmental responsibility and conservation.

Pratijna-Yaugandharayana
Bhasa's pro-environment inclinations in "Pratijna-Yaugandharayana" are apparent in his

examination of topics pertaining to government and ecological caretaking. The characters
in the play implement measures to save natural areas and maintain biodiversity, which
aligns with Bhasa's support for environmental preservation. Bhasa explores
environmental concerns such as deforestation, pollution, and habitat destruction via
conversations and plot developments. This prompts the viewer to contemplate the
significance of sustainable governance in preserving environmental integrity.

Bhasa's environmentalist perspective may be discerned in each of these plays through
his depiction of characters' connections with nature, promotion of environmental
conservation, and examination of topics pertaining to ecological harmony and
stewardship. Bhasa effectively conveys lessons on the interdependence of all life and the
significance through dialogues, story developments, and symbolic gestures.

IV. BHASA’S ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTICES AND SYMBOLISM

Conservation and Sustainability
Bhasa's plays often emphasize methods that advocate for the preservation of resources

and the adoption of sustainable lifestyles. These activities are frequently portrayed
through the characters' relationships with their surroundings and their utilization of
natural resources. In the play "Svapnavasavadattam,” the deliberate utilization of
medicinal herbs demonstrates a comprehension of sustainable harvesting practices and
the significance of conserving biodiversity.
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The characters' treatment of natural resources frequently reflects modern concepts of
conservation. Their sustainable practices are seamlessly integrated into the narrative,
emphasizing their importance without interrupting the flow of the plot. Bhasa's astute
use of environmental principles underscores his recognition of the imperative for
sustainability and preservation.

Ethical Treatment of Animals

Bhasa's plays are enriched by the portrayal of animals, which serves to amplify the
natural motifs. Animals are frequently depicted as conscious entities that possess distinct
functions within the natural hierarchy. This depiction is consistent with the traditional
Indian concept of the interdependence of all living beings. The plays demonstrate a
cultural belief in compassion and care for all living creatures, as seen by the respectful
treatment of animals. This highlights the significance of biodiversity and ecological
balance.

Trees and flora symbolize important environmental messages. Trees commonly
represent vitality, development, and steadfastness. The inclusion of sizable, age-old trees
in "Pratijiayaugandharayana” symbolizes sagacity and uninterrupted existence,
implying a profound cultural veneration for the natural world. This symbolism promotes
the perspective that trees and forests are living beings that should be treated with
reverence and safeguarded.

V. RELEVANCE TO CONTEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES
Bhasa's depiction of environmental concerns provides useful perspectives for current
debates on environmental preservation and ethical considerations. The author's writings
emphasize the significance of showing regard for and safeguarding the natural world, a
message that is becoming more and more pertinent in light of worldwide environmental
issues such as climate change, deforestation, and biodiversity depletion.

Climate Change and Ecological Balance
Climate change, resulting from the disturbance of the Earth's natural processes, is

currently one of the most urgent environmental concerns. Bhasa's focus on the
repercussions of disturbing the inherent balance aligns with the contemporary
comprehension of how human actions, like as deforestation and carbon emissions,
contribute to climate change. Bhasa's paintings depict the severe repercussions that arise
from disrupting the natural balance, serving as a reminder of the crucial need of
preserving harmony with nature to avert disastrous outcomes.

Deforestation and Biodiversity Loss

Bhasa's portrayal of woods as havens and emblems of vitality emphasizes the significance
of conserving these crucial ecosystems. Deforestation, caused by logging, agriculture, and
urbanization, results in the decline of biodiversity and the deterioration of natural
ecosystems. Bhasa's dramas underscore the need of preserving forests and implementing
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sustainable methods, emphasizing the holiness of these ecosystems in safeguarding the
survival of many species and the well-being of the world.

Water Resources and Pollution
The rivers' symbolism in Bhasa's plays can be associated with the current concern of
water pollution and the sustainable administration of water resources. Rivers, which

symbolize the continuous movement of life, are essential for the sustenance of
ecosystems and human civilizations. Currently, freshwater resources are facing a
substantial danger due to water contamination caused by industrial waste, agricultural
runoff, and plastic trash. Bhasa's depiction of rivers as vital beings emphasizes the
imperative of conserving and effectively managing these resources in a sustainable
manner to guarantee their availability for future generations.

VI. SOCIAL AND MORAL ENVIRONMENT IN BHASA’S WORKS
Social Structures in Bhasa’s Works

1. Caste System and Social Hierarchies

Bhasa's writings prominently reflect the caste system, which was a distinguishing aspect
of ancient Indian culture. The society was organized in a hierarchical manner, with
individuals being assigned to certain castes based on their birth. These castes determined
their work, social standing, and relationships with others. Bhasa's plays frequently depict
persons faithfully fulfilling their caste obligations and responsibilities, therefore
exemplifying the inflexible society conventions prevalent at that era. Nevertheless, Bhasa
also depicts situations in which persons defy or surpass caste limitations, emphasizing
the intricacies and inconsistencies within the system.

In the drama "Madhyamavyayoga" (The Middle One), the character Vasantsena, a
courtesan, holds a socially disenfranchised position yet defies conventional
preconceptions linked to her occupation by exhibiting compassion, knowledge, and moral
purity. Bhasa skillfully challenges conventional biases by portraying Vasantsena as a
complex figure who merits both admiration and understanding.

2. Gender Roles and Women's Agency

Bhasa's plays offer captivating perspectives on gender norms and the empowerment of
women in ancient Indian society. Despite the prevalent subordination of women and the
societal expectation for them to conform to patriarchal standards, Bhasa's female
characters exhibit agency, intellect, and perseverance.

In "Swapnavasavadattam" (The Dream of Vasavadatta), the main character Vasavadatta
exhibits bravery and resolve when confronted with challenges. Vasavadatta's
unwavering love and allegiance to her husband, King Udayana, defies conventional
expectations of feminine passivity, even amid their separation. In addition, Bhasa's
depiction of women frequently challenges conventional expectations and highlights their
profound emotional range and intellectual abilities. Characters such as Vasavadatta,
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Vasantsena, and Madhavi challenge society norms and proclaim their independence,
hence questioning the dominance of the patriarchal system.

3. Religious and Cultural Influences

Ancient Indian civilization was deeply influenced by religion and spirituality, which had
a pervasive impact on all parts of life, including literature and drama. Bhasa's plays
frequently include components of Hindu mythology, folklore, and religious ceremonies,
accurately mirroring the cultural environment of his day.

In the play "Pratijna-Yaugandharayana,”" Bhasa incorporates elements from the
Mahabharata epic, including the characters Yudhishthira and Draupadi. Bhasa examines
moral quandaries, ethical clashes, and the repercussions of human deeds by means of
these legendary tales, underscoring the enduring significance of age-old wisdom. In
addition, Bhasa's plays include theatrical tropes like as dance, music, and intricate
costumes, so augmenting the aesthetic allure and spiritual import of the performances.
The incorporation of religious themes, rites, and ceremonies in Sanskrit play is a complex
and integral part of the ancient Indian culture, highlighting the interdependent
connection between art and spirituality.

4. Power Dynamics and Political Intrigues

Bhasa's plays extensively depict power struggles, political intrigues, and dynastic wars,
which serve as a reflection of the tumultuous political environment of ancient India.
Monarchs, government officials, and members of the royal court compete for authority,
sway, and credibility, frequently use deceit, manipulation, and aggression to attain their
goals.

Bhasa's play "Abhiseka-Nataka" delves with the concept of legitimacy and the lawful
inheritance of the crown. The drama portrays the clash between King Vatsa and his
ambitious minister Shaktisena, who aims to seize the throne via betrayal and cunning.
Bhasa emphasizes the significance of dharma (righteousness) and moral uprightness in
administration, drawing attention to the dangers of uncontrolled ambition and
Machiavellian politics. Moreover, Bhasa's depiction of monarchy and rulership mirrors
the romanticized concepts of royalty that were widespread in ancient Indian society.
Monarchs are anticipated to defend dharma, safeguard their subjects, and advance the
well-being of the realm, embodying the virtues of righteousness, wisdom, and
compassion.

Moral Values in Bhasa's Works

1. Dharma and Righteous Conduct

Bhasa's moral world revolves around the fundamental idea of dharma, which comprises
principles of morality, duty, and moral law. Throughout several plays, the characters are
frequently faced with circumstances that require strict devotion to dharma, so
confronting their beliefs and putting their ethical determination to the test. Bhasa
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portrays dharma as a fundamental concept that regulates human conduct and influences
personal fates.

In the play "Pratijna-Yaugandharayana,” the protagonist Yudhishthira encounters a
moral quandary when he is compelled to wager his kingdom and his siblings in a game of
dice. Yudhishthira is unwavering in his dedication to dharma, even in the face of unfair
circumstances and the deceitful strategies used by his opponents. He refuses to sacrifice
his ideals for personal advantage. Bhasa highlights the significance of Yudhishthira's
resolute commitment to dharma, underscoring the value of moral rectitude and
unchanging ethical principles amid challenging circumstances.

2. Compassion and Empathy

Another prevalent motif in Bhasa's writings is the significance of benevolence and
understanding towards others. Characters that demonstrate empathy and benevolence
are frequently depicted in a favorable manner, whereas those who lack compassion or
exhibit cruelty face moral repercussions for their behavior. Bhasa emphasizes the
profound impact of compassion in promoting comprehension, reconciliation, and societal
concord.

The character of Vasantsena in "Madhyamavyayoga" exemplifies the characteristics of
compassion and charity, despite her lowly status as a prostitute in society. Vasantsena
demonstrates selflessness and empathy by reciprocating Charudatta's goodness when he
provides her refuge and safety, so surpassing social barriers and establishing a profound
emotional connection. Bhasa's portrayal of Vasantsena's compassionate actions serves as
a means to confront social biases and exalt the inherent benevolence of the human soul.

3. Truthfulness and Integrity

Truthfulness and integrity are esteemed attributes in Bhasa's moral framework, serving
as the bedrock of trust, honesty, and moral uprightness. Characters who maintain a
commitment to honesty and defend their ethical beliefs are shown as honorable and
virtuous, whereas those who rely on deceit or lies are subjected to moral consequences
for their behavior. Bhasa emphasizes the significance of integrity in both personal
behavior and public matters, emphasizing the ethical necessity of honesty and openness.

The character of King Udayana in "Swapnavasavadattam" demonstrates honesty and
truthfulness in his interactions with people. Udayana perseveres through several
challenges, such as false allegations and cases of mistaken identity, while remaining
resolute in his dedication to truth and justice. Ultimately, he overcomes hardship by
staying true to his unflinching integrity. Bhasa depicts Udayana as an exemplar of moral
integrity, whose unwavering commitment to truthfulness serves as a guiding light and a
source of motivation for others.

4. Consequences of Actions
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Bhasa's writings frequently explore the concept of karma, which refers to the principle of
cause and effect that controls the moral universe and dictates the outcomes of human
activities. Individuals who demonstrate virtuous behavior and adhere to the principles of
dharma are granted success and wealth, but those who stray from moral values
experience moral and spiritual repercussions for their actions. Bhasa highlights the
inescapable nature of karma and the moral obligation of accountable behavior,
emphasizing the interdependence of personal decisions and their consequences on the
wider cosmic structure.

The play "Abhiseka-Nataka" portrays the character of King Vatsa who experiences the
severe repercussions of his excessive pride and arrogance when he is dethroned because
of his unfair behavior. Although first disregarding moral values and ruthlessly pursuing
power, Vatsa eventually recognizes the foolishness of his actions and seeks salvation
through repentance and self-reflection. Bhasa demonstrates the profound impact of
moral consciousness and the ability to be redeemed, emphasizing the possibilities for
personal development and spiritual advancement even under challenging circumstances.

VII. CONCLUSION

A great grasp of and sensitivity towards the natural world is shown in Bhasa's plays,
which provide a complex tapestry of environmental themes that represent this insight.
By means of vivid portrayals of natural landscapes, the utilization of symbols and
metaphors, and the portrayal of activities that are sustainable, Bhasa emphasizes the
significance of living in harmony with nature. His writings shed light on the persistent
cultural beliefs that place an emphasis on the moral obligation of humanity to maintain
and preserve the environment, as well as respect for the environment.
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