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Abstract: 

There is no doubt that the Umayyad period was characterised by financial economic 

systems, where expenditure was a fundamental aspect of the general budget of the state. 

The ruling system during the Umayyad era established offices to organise and supervise 

these expenditures, known as the "Diwan of Expenditures". This office was responsible 

for meeting the needs of state officials and the court, including securing salaries, building 

and repairing palaces and their outbuildings, purchasing food and horses, and providing 

clothing, tools, furniture, and expenses for parties and entertainment requested by palace 

dwellers. 

The internal security sector is one of the most important functions in the Islamic state and 

is a prominent feature of human life, ensuring the public's sense of security. The functions 

of the internal security sector include police forces, guards and doormen. These security 

units are tasked with maintaining public order and protecting individual property, 

ensuring the safety of people, their property and their honour, and protecting the caliph 

from any external aggression. The Islamic State has had a robust security system since the 

beginning of Muhammad's call. 

 Keywords: Salaries, internal security forces, Umayyad era. 

 Introduction: 

     The history of the Islamic world has witnessed several origins and a significant number 

of foundations and rules that represented the Islamic economic systems derived from the 

Quran and Sunnah. The Umayyad period, which lasted nearly a century, is considered one 

of the most important periods in the history of Islamic economics, marked by numerous 

events and developments that fostered various Islamic economic systems. During this 

period, the Islamic state reached the height of its glory and greatness, and diverse 

economic thought emerged alongside administrative organisations. 

During the Umayyad period, there were significant developments in the security 

apparatus, which expanded and became more effective. The beginnings of this expansion 

can be traced back to the reign of Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan, who established the guard, the 
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police and the gatekeepers, and ordered the creation of ‘maqasirs’ to ensure the caliph’s 

security against possible assassination and aggression. The police would stand at his head 

during prostration, escort him in his movements, guard his council and palace, and carry 

out his will. Following the Caliph’s example, princes and governors established their own 

guards, carefully selecting trustworthy individuals to serve as chief of police, gatekeepers 

and guards. They provided them with weapons, all the necessities of life, a living and a 

stipend. 

In addition, the scope of their work expanded to include monitoring rivals and opposition, 

gathering intelligence on their plans, tracking their movements and thwarting their 

actions. They also faced uprisings and revolts, contributing to combat operations against 

opponents such as the Khawarij and the Shia Alawites. They also prosecuted criminals, 

investigated crimes, assisted judges in the execution of sentences and enforced legal 

penalties to ensure justice and uphold rights. They also assisted the Market Inspector in 

upholding the public interest and promoting the good, prohibiting what is right and 

forbidding what is wrong. 

Internal security is one of the most important pillars of the state, providing the essential 

foundation for the establishment and continuity of any society or state. It is one of the 

most important foundations on which civilisations are built. Islam has emphasised the 

importance of security and the need to provide it to society at both the individual and the 

societal levels. The Umayyad state took upon itself the responsibility of establishing and 

reforming the salaries of this vital security sector. 

Salaries of the Internal Security Forces in the Umayyad Era 

Salaries of the police: 

The police are a security institution charged with maintaining public order and security. 

The police force was established in the Islamic state from an early date, with its first 

foundations dating back to the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Qais 

ibn Sa’d ibn ‘Ubadah served as chief of police1, and al-Bukhari in his Sahih noted that Qais 

had a status with the Prophet similar to that of a chief of police under a ruler2, although it 

was not yet organised in the systematic way that would later emerge. 

The first caliph, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (11-13 AH), continued to manage the affairs of the 

state as established by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The management of 

security during his time reflected the conditions that existed during the Prophet’s time. 

During the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab (13-23 AH), a night watch, known as al-‘Asas, 

was established, which became the nucleus of what is known as the police force3. 

During the caliphate of Uthman ibn Affan (23-35 AD), a chief of police was appointed, 

Abdullah ibn Qunfudh al-Tamimi al-Qurashi, and his assistant was Harman ibn Aban. 

Abdullah ibn al-Arqam was in charge of the treasury, and when he resigned, Marwan ibn 

al-Hakam was appointed4. The first chief of police during Uthman’s reign received 

considerable sums of money and gifts, including a grant of 4,000 dirhams5. Under the 
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caliphate of Ali ibn Abi Talib (35-40 AH), the administration of prisons was placed under 

the supervision of the chief of police6. 

It can be said that the police force, as mentioned earlier, is essentially made up of groups 

tasked with maintaining security. This is rooted in the early life of the community during 

the formative period of the state, which began as simple and unstructured from the time 

of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and continued through the era of the 

Rightly Guided Caliphs. Over time, the concept of the police force evolved and solidified 

into a distinct entity. 

During the Umayyad period, the police force underwent a qualitative change. Its scope of 

work and responsibilities expanded and its specialisations were redefined on a larger 

scale. It became a formally structured institution with full responsibility for ensuring 

security and maintaining public order in all Islamic region. The police were responsible 

for those who violated religious norms and regulations7. The Umayyad era also saw the 

establishment of surveillance systems and the registration of suspects8. In each of the 

Islamic regions, there was a permanent police presence in or near the governor’s 

residence9. 

The primary role of the police was to maintain internal security; they were not 

responsible for repelling external aggression against the state10. The importance of the 

police and the considerable attention paid to the position of the chief of police is reflected 

in the gifts and salaries granted to them by the caliphs. This was particularly relevant in 

light of the political and social circumstances that arose following the rise to power11 of 

Caliph Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan (41-60 AD). Muawiya used the police extensively to 

maintain internal stability, and in return he granted land to police chiefs. This was a 

common practice among the Umayyad caliphs, who granted land to those who held 

positions in the police12. 

When Ziyad ibn Abihi (45-53 AD) took control of the province of Iraq, it is noted that upon 

his arrival in Basra as governor, he encountered chaos, insecurity and attempts by certain 

groups to destabilise the region. In response, he significantly increased the number of 

police officers to four thousand, and appointed Abdullah ibn Husayn ibn Thalabah and al-

Ja’d ibn Qais al-Namari13 to oversee this force. It was said that al-Ja’d followed the orders 

of the dissipated individuals14. It is noteworthy that the four thousand policemen were 

distributed in different areas of Iraq, which consisted of several cities such as Kufa, Basra 

and Baghdad. It is well known that Iraq was home to factions that opposed the Umayyad 

authority. 

Through these efforts, Ziyad was able to restore order to Iraq, reduce violence and provide 

security to the point where people could leave their belongings without fear of theft until 

the rightful owner returned. The doors remained open15, indicating a return to security 

and stability after the turmoil experienced by the Iraqi people. This reinforces our belief 

that the increase to four thousand police was a direct response to the deteriorating 

security situation. 
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It is reported that Ziyad ibn Abihi believed that the head of the police should be formidable 

and vigilant, while the head of the guard should be honourable, trustworthy16 and above 

reproach. During the Alawite period (41-61 AD), the police institution underwent rapid 

development, became more efficient, and was vested with legitimate authority due to its 

high level of organisation17. 

This suggests that the role of police chief was not open to everyone, but that candidates 

were selected on the basis of criteria such as intelligence, strength and decisiveness.  

The number of police officers varied from province to province, depending on the 

population density of the various Islamic regions. During the caliphate of Muawiya (41-

60 AD), Marwan ibn al-Hakam served as governor of Medina and appointed Mus’ab ibn 

Abdul Rahman as his chief of police, commanding a force of two hundred officers18. During 

the governorship of Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (86-94 AH) in Damascus, the number of police 

officers reached three hundred19. 

It can be said that the Umayyad Caliphate recognised the importance of the position of 

chief of police and set criteria for candidates to fulfil in order to hold this position. The 

Caliphate paid considerable attention to the police forces, aiming to strengthen the state 

through the power of law enforcement, especially in light of the political and social unrest 

of the time. The number of policemen required in any region depends primarily on the 

level of stability prevailing in that area. The high number of policemen in the province of 

Iraq can be attributed to the ongoing unrest caused by rival groups such as the Khawarij 

and the Shiites. 

The Umayyad Caliphate also appointed officials to assist the police, known at the time as 

“Sahib al-Adhab”20, who were responsible for torturing or interrogating individuals. In 

addition, they established functions related to police work, such as the “Sahib al-Istikhraj”, 

whose function was to torture high-ranking officials who had been involved in corruption, 

especially regarding embezzled funds21. There was also the “Sahib al-Sijn”, who was 

responsible for managing prisons and supervising the inmates of this particular group22. 

This is in line with Ibn Khaldun’s statement: “The ruler must recruit servants from all 

branches of government and kingship, relying on soldiers, policemen and scribes, while 

providing for their livelihood from the treasury”23. 

It is noted that Ubaidullah ibn Ziyad gathered the police to confront Hussein ibn Ali and 

gave them stipends, although the sources do not specify the exact amounts paid to them24. 

He also assigned policemen to the markets and gave them salaries25 which he collected 

from the market traders. In our view, the presence of police officers patrolling the markets 

alongside the market inspector was essential to maintain security and to combat chaos 

and fraud caused by either vendors or buyers. 

In addition, because of their proximity to the caliphate or the governorship, the police 

officers were fed at the palace while carrying out their duties26. Ziyad ibn Abihi (45-53 

AH) would provide dinner for the police27, demonstrating the state’s commitment to their 

welfare.  
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During the caliphate of Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, it is reported that Bashar ibn Marwan, 

the governor of Iraq (72-73 AH), appointed Ikramah ibn Rab’i ibn Umayr as his chief of 

police and allocated him 100,000 dirhams28. This sum probably covered the salaries of all 

the police officers and their needs for a whole year; otherwise it would indeed be an 

excessive sum. 

In addition to their salaries, the police chief received gifts and rewards. For example, it is 

mentioned that Bashar ibn Marwan gave a gift of 10,000 dirhams to one of his close 

associates, and the chief of police received a similar amount from the governor29. While 

we cannot definitively say that the Chief of Police’s stipend reached 10,000 dirhams, it is 

clear that this amount represented a gift or could be seen as the annual budget for the 

Chief of Police and his staff. 

As for the ordinary police officers, historical sources indicate that their salaries were set 

at 10 dinars per month. This is evident from a statement made by Umar ibn Abdul Aziz 

(99-101 AD) to his 300-strong police force: “Whoever brings in booty will receive ten 

dinars; whoever wishes may return to his family”30. This suggests that the salaries of 

ordinary police officers remained stable throughout the Umayyad period and did not 

change significantly. 

Sources also mention that during the governorship of Yusuf ibn Umar al-Thaqafi (120-

126 AH) in Iraq, a policeman assigned to guard the body of Zayd ibn Ali after his 

crucifixion in 122 AH was paid 3 dirhams a day for his work31, which amounted to 90 

dirhams a month. 

It can be said that the Umayyad caliphate recognised the importance of the position of 

chief of police and set criteria for candidates to meet. They paid considerable attention to 

the police force in an effort to strengthen state control through law enforcement, 

especially in light of the political and social unrest of the time. The police institution 

functioned as an independent entity whose primary role was to maintain security. 

To ensure its continued existence, the Umayyad caliphs had to allocate funds from the 

state treasury to pay officers for their services. As civil servants, they received salaries in 

return for their dedication to serving the state and ensuring public safety. In our view, the 

salary of the chief of police was one of the highest due to the demanding nature of his 

duties compared to ordinary police officers. 

 Salaries of the Guard 

The concept of a guard dates back to the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him), when there were individuals assigned to protect the city, especially during the 

treachery of Al-Aswad ibn Quraidah and the conflict with the Prophet during the Battle of 

the Confederates32. The Prophet had his own guards, including Sa’d ibn Zayd al-Ansari 

and Al-Zubair ibn al-Awwam33. In the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, the guards were 

responsible for guarding certain places34. 
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In the Umayyad period, the institution of the guard was organised administratively. The 

guards were a body responsible for protecting the caliphs and governors. Muawiya ibn 

Abi Sufyan, the first caliph of the Umayyad dynasty, officially established a personal 

guard35 to protect himself against possible attacks, especially from the Khawarij. It is 

recorded that he was attacked by one of the Khawarij on the very night that Ali ibn Abi 

Talib36 was killed.  

It is also said that Muawiya was the first to create the position of Sahib al-Haras (Chief of 

the Guard), whose name was Abu Mukhtar37. He ordered the construction of closed areas 

(maqasirs) in mosques, accessible only to trusted members of the guard. The creation of 

these enclosed areas was part of an effort to increase his personal security against 

possible attacks38. Sources indicate that the guards would stand beside Muawiya when he 

sat in the mosque39, marking the emergence of a policy of personal security during his 

caliphate. 

This context suggests that political opposition was prevalent during the Umayyad era, 

particularly against Caliph Muawiya, which likely contributed to his emphasis on personal 

security measures. 

Ziyad ibn Abihi (45-53 AD) was one of the governors who established a personal guard of 

five hundred men. He ordered them to guard both himself and the governor’s residence. 

Most of this force was made up of freedmen (mawali) who were loyal to the caliphs and 

governors. He appointed a man from the Banu Sa’d tribe, Shibah ibn Abdullah al-Sa’di40, 

to lead them. The presence of this guard continued throughout the Umayyad period, with 

Ziyad ensuring that they remained stationed at the mosque41. 

The guard’s duties included protecting the caliphate and the governor’s residence, 

protecting the caliphs and governors, and guarding the major mosques42.  

It is clear from the above that the Umayyad state established a policy and culture of 

personal security, primarily to protect against assassinations, which were particularly 

common during this period. Members of the guard, like other workers and officials, were 

entitled to salaries from the Muslim treasury. 

Al-Tabari mentions that Ziyad ibn Abihi wrote to five hundred of his associates from 

Basra, allocating them salaries ranging from 300 to 50043. The source does not specify the 

type of currency used for these payments, but it is likely that they were silver dirhams, 

since Ziyad was the governor of Iraq, where transactions were conducted in silver coins. 

On Fridays, Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (99-101 AH) would send guards to stand at the entrances 

to the mosque44. They would cut the hair of any man who had long hair45. These guards 

were probably his personal bodyguards stationed in the courtyard of the mosque. 

Historical sources indicate that Umar ibn Abdul Aziz paid the guard a salary of 10 dinars 

and that he had three hundred guards46, presumably referring to all his personnel, 

including the ordinary guards. 
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The guards had several important duties, including overseeing the prison and preventing 

prisoners from escaping. They were also responsible for guarding the treasury (Bayt al-

Mal). It is reported that when Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (72-73 AD) took control of the 

treasury, he ordered Amr ibn Sa’id al-Ashdaq to “give the guards their provisions47”, 

referring to their salaries. 

Because of their proximity to the caliphs, the guards were often responsible for bringing 

food to the caliph or governor, making them some of the closest people to the rulers48. 

This illustrates the close relationship and bond that existed between the Umayyad caliphs 

and their guards. 

In addition to their salaries, the guards received gifts on special occasions. For example, 

at his wedding, Al-Walid ibn Abdul Malik gave each guard 10 dinars49 as a reward and to 

celebrate with them. This practice was probably a form of appreciation and support for 

the guards, as their official salaries were recorded and paid at regular intervals. 

We believe that the monthly salaries of the guards during the Umayyad period ranged 

from 100 to 500 dirhams, reflecting the importance of their role and the need for adequate 

compensation throughout the Caliphate. 

Salaries of the chamberlains  

The state’s administrative systems, along with their associated honours and laws, are key 

features of a well-established government. One of the most important and sensitive 

administrative and security roles is that of the Chamberlain (Hajib). This position is 

important because of the responsibility it carries; the chamberlain is the one who brings 

messages from the people to the ruler and secures permissions for them50. This role has 

ancient origins; for example, the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had chamberlains, including 

Anas ibn Malik, Rabaḥ al-Aswad51, Abu Anas52, and Abdullah ibn Zughb al-Iyadi53. The 

rightly guided caliphs also appointed chamberlains, with Umar ibn al-Khattab having a 

chamberlain called Marfa54 and Ali ibn Abi Talib55 having his own. 

In my opinion, the role of the chamberlain was more about organisation than keeping 

people away from the rulers. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) forbade 

leaders to isolate themselves from the people, and the rightly guided caliphs did not deny 

anyone access to their presence56. 

During the Umayyad period, the system of government shifted from the Rightly Guided 

Caliphate to a hereditary monarchy, leading to the establishment of the chamberlain’s 

office as a formal state institution. This role became associated with specific officials as 

times changed. The influx of various governors, military leaders and ordinary citizens 

seeking access to the Caliphate increased significantly57 and the Chamberlain’s role 

became a means of controlling and limiting access to the ruler, often favouring loyalists 

and allies58. 

In the Umayyad dynasty, the role of the chamberlain was limited primarily to controlling 

access to the caliph and allowing the public to approach him at certain times59. Initially, 
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the Umayyad caliphs showed concern for the needs of the people. For example, after 

hearing the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) say that those who are entrusted 

with the affairs of Muslims and isolate themselves from them will be isolated by God on 

the Day of Judgement60, Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan appointed a person to manage the 

public’s needs61 and ensure that he was informed of their requirements. 

In our view, the role of the chamberlain evolved during Muawiya’s caliphate from merely 

facilitating public access to increasingly restricting access to the caliph, allowing only 

those with urgent needs to see him. 

The function of the chamberlain in the Umayyad household became a necessity due to the 

deteriorating political climate, which heightened fears of political assassination by 

opponents of the state. To mitigate this and manage the influx of people, the chamberlain’s 

staff was drawn from those considered most loyal to the caliphs. Ibn Khaldun notes the 

fear of assassination by the Khawarij, as had happened to figures such as Umar ibn al-As 

and Muawiya. The presence of a crowded entrance to the caliph also distracted him from 

critical tasks62. 

Of course, the chamberlains were paid for their services. It is recorded that the 

chamberlain received a salary of 300 dirhams per month63, a standard amount64 that also 

applied to the chamberlain of Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik. In addition, Abdul Rahman ibn 

Yazid ibn Jabir (d. 154 AH) served at the entrance of the Khadra, the residence of Muawiya 

in Damascus65 and received his salary from the treasury66. 

Given the limited information available on the salaries of Chamberlain staff, we have 

examined what we could find. However, we believe that since the role of the chamberlains 

is part of the administrative security system, their salaries were probably in the same 

range as those of the internal security personnel, which varied between 300 and 500 

dirhams at most. 

The importance of the chamberlain’s role, which seemed modest at the time of the 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the righteous caliphs, grew considerably 

during the Umayyad period. After the establishment of the Umayyad state, the position of 

the chamberlain was transformed into a high-ranking position, with the caliphate 

granting him generous salaries. 

The institution of internal security plays a crucial role in maintaining the stability of the 

Islamic state and ensuring the safety of the caliphs, who are ultimately responsible for 

governance. Since the beginning of Muhammad’s message, the concept of internal state 

security has included police, personal guards, and chamberlains charged with protecting 

the caliphs. The provision of personal security is a fundamental duty of the state. 

The Umayyad caliphs allocated salaries and offered gifts to security personnel because of 

the demanding nature of their responsibilities and to encourage loyalty and prevent 

betrayal. Based on the available information, it can be concluded that salaries within the 

internal security institution ranged from a minimum of ten dinars for regular police and 
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guards to a maximum of five hundred dirhams per month for personal guards, police 

chiefs and chamberlains. 

The Umayyads followed the principles and standards established by the righteous caliphs 

in providing for the salaries of military personnel, which were financed by taxes, tributes 

and booty. Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan inherited these traditions of military pay, but 

introduced changes in the methods of distribution. The previous criteria based on Islamic 

precedence and kinship to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) were no longer the sole basis 

for distributing pay. Instead, Muawiya established new standards centred on loyalty and 

obedience to the caliph and defence of the Umayyad banner67. 

Military expenditure during the Umayyad period increased significantly compared to 

previous periods as a result of the Islamic conquests. The substantial military budget 

required by the Umayyad state had to be available at the beginning of each Hijri year68, 

reflecting an early version of annual budgeting - a principle that is consistent with modern 

public finance. 

During Muawiya’s caliphate, he allocated a salary of 300 dirhams to Abu Ishaq al-Sabii69, 

also known as Amr ibn Abdullah ibn Ali al-Sabii al-Hamdani70. When asked about his 

father’s salary, he replied that it was also 300 dirhams, suggesting that this was an annual 

figure, or about 25 dirhams per month. Muawiya provided an annual salary71 of 1,000 

dirhams for military personnel, which would be about 80 dirhams per month. 

Under the governorship of Ubaidullah ibn Ziyad, soldiers in Iraq received 700 dirhams a 

year72. Historical sources indicate that during Muawiya’s reign the salary of an individual 

soldier was estimated at 1,100 dirhams per year73. During the reign of Ubaidullah ibn 

Ziyad, the salary of military personnel was set at 300 dirhams per year74. Thus, the 

salaries of soldiers during Muawiya’s caliphate ranged from 300 to 1,100 dirhams per 

year. 

After the death of Mus’ab ibn al-Zubair in 72 AH, Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan allocated an 

annual salary of 700 dirhams to the soldiers of Iraq. According to al-Baladhuri, Abd al-

Malik recited poetry in front of two soldiers, one of whom received 700 dirhams a year 

and the other 300 dirhams. The soldier with the higher salary was unable to identify the 

poet, but the soldier with the 300 dirham salary was able to. Abd al-Malik then decided to 

give the 700 dirhams to the soldier who recognised the poet75, indicating a motivation to 

encourage soldiers to pursue knowledge and education.L 

During the caliphate of Abd al-Malik, soldiers’ salaries were estimated to be around 400 

dirhams a year76. Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf provided 300 dirhams for the soldiers in Iraq, which 

led to discontent among them as this salary did not meet their needs for military 

equipment and provisions. A poet expressed this sentiment by saying: 

> “Three hundred dirhams do not equip a warrior,   

> Nor do they suffice for a poor man77”. 
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It is clear that during the caliphate of Abd al-Malik, soldiers’ salaries ranged from 300 to 

700 dirhams per year, or about 25 to 60 dirhams per month. 

Under the caliphate of Al-Walid ibn Abd al-Malik, soldiers’ salaries increased significantly, 

ranging from 1,600 to 1,800 dirhams per year78. This increase in pay suggests that Al-

Walid was probably involved in military campaigns, as historical sources do not record 

higher salaries during his reign. 

Al-Hajjaj sent an army of 30,000 men against the Turkish king79 for harbouring Ibn al-

Ash’ath, an opponent of the Umayyad state. Al-Hajjaj established a salary of 100 dirhams 

per month for each soldier80 in the Syrian army stationed in Iraq, which amounted to an 

annual salary of 1,200 dirhams. During the turmoil caused by Ibn al-Ash’ath in 82 AH, Al-

Walid ibn Abd al-Malik granted the soldiers of Iraq the same salary as that of the Syrian 

troops, on condition that they renounce rebellion81. This suggests that the pay of the 

Syrian soldiers was higher than that of the Iraqi soldiers, especially considering the 

increase in military salaries, probably in response to deteriorating security conditions. 

During the caliphate of Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz, a salary of 300 dirhams was allocated for 

new recruits82, and an Arab tribesman received 300 dirhams annually for joining the 

ranks of the fighters83. This amount was given to each new soldier who enlisted, and 

served as an incentive to enlist.  

Under Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz, soldiers’ salaries reached up to 1,000 dirhams a year84, with 

some soldiers receiving 600 dirhams a yea85, as salaries were determined on the basis of 

individual merit and contributions. It is noteworthy that during the caliphate of Umar ibn 

Abd al-Aziz, the salaries of soldiers ranged from 300 to 1,000 dirhams per year. 

As for the soldiers in Khurasan during the caliphate of Hisham ibn Abd al-Malik in 110 AH, 

their salaries were estimated at 600 dirhams per year86, indicating that there was no 

significant change in military pay during Hisham’s reign. 

During the caliphate of Al-Walid ibn Yazid, he instructed his son Al-Hakam and Al-

Mu’ammal ibn Abbas to allocate 60 dinars, equivalent to 600 dirhams a year, for the 

soldiers. When Sulaiman ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah approached Al-Walid’s camp, Al-

Mu’ammal ibn Abbas87 approached him and said “I will introduce you to the Commander 

of the Faithful and talk to him so that he will give you 100 dinars88”. This suggests that 

soldiers were paid between 600 and 1,000 dirhams a year. 

During the caliphate of Yazid ibn Al-Walid, Al-Tabari reported that the salaries of military 

personnel varied between 600 and 700 dirhams per year. Al-Ghadban ibn Al-Qi’athari 

gave his troops salaries of 60 to 70 dinars89 throughout the year, which is about 600 to 

700 dirhams per year. 

Under the caliphate of Marwan ibn Muhammad, soldiers’ salaries in Egypt were set at 

1,000 dirhams. Al-Huthara ibn Suhail al-Bahili was in charge of paying the salaries of 

Marwan’s followers and allocated 1,000 dirhams annually to the Umayyads90. In 
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Marwan’s caliphate, the governor of Egypt, Al-Huthara ibn Suhail al-Bahili, granted 

soldiers an annual salary of 300 dirhams, including 300 dirhams for Zayd al-Mu’afari. 

The primary sources cited indicate that the minimum salary for soldiers during the 

Umayyad period was set at 300 dirhams per year91 upon their registration in the military 

records92. However, soldiers did not continue to receive only 300 dirhams per year; they 

were promoted on the basis of their loyalty and service to the state. The Umayyads usually 

allocated 300 dirhams per year93 for soldiers, with the highest salaries reaching up to 

1,800 dirhams per year. Military expenditure during the Umayyad period constituted a 

significant proportion of the budget, as military expenditure was considered a primary 

expense due to the expansion of Islamic territories94. 

Conclusion 

The Umayyad era is characterised by greater discipline in its financial and economic 

policies in terms of expenditure, with connections and subsidies almost non-existent 

compared to other periods.  

Delving into the important issue of determining the amount of wages and their impact on 

people’s conditions and standard of living is challenging. We have attempted to address 

this issue by collecting and analysing the available texts and data relevant to our study. 

The results of this research are based on the information available to us. Overall, it can be 

concluded that during the early Umayyad period, minimum wages were stabilised in 

terms of purchasing power and adapted to the needs of society. 

However, this analysis and the numerical comparisons do not provide a complete picture 

of the internal security situation of the Umayyad state. The period of circulation of the 

Islamic currency, from the minting of the dinar in 78 AH to the fall of the Umayyad state 

in 132 AH, lasted only 54 years. 

Through this study, I recommend the development of a series of research studies on the 

history of Islamic economics, highlighting the principles of economic legislation as an 

alternative system to contemporary legal frameworks, particularly regarding 

expenditures and wages in external security during the Umayyad era. 
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